ALBERT R. MANN
LIBRARY

New York

State Colleges
OF

Agriculture and

Home Economics

Cornell University'

Cornell University Library

SF 465.G46

Pigeons and

all

about them.

3 1924 000 115 877

Cornell University
Library

The
tlie

original of

tliis

book

is in

Cornell University Library.

There are no known copyright

restrictions in

the United States on the use of the

text.

http://www.archive.org/details/cu31 9240001 1 5877

Major Fuakk M.

Grr.BEur

PIGEONS
.

.

AND ...

.

ALL ABOUT THEM.
.

MAJOR

.

.BY.

F.

.

.

M. GILBERT.

PUBLISHED BY
C.

E.

TWOMBLY,

BOSTON,
U. s. A.

f'opYRTr.nTT;n,

C

K.

TWOMBLY,
U.

S.

A.

189ft,

JtOSTON.

DEDICATION.

EVERY

BOOK

therefore,

should be dedicated to somebody,
not a book on pigeons

why

'?

ponder over my list of friends, I
many endeared to me by that " good

Yet, as
find so

1

is so universal among fanciers,
that I hesitate to select any particular one, for fear
Therefore after much
the others might feel hurt.
deliberation I have decided to select a man who is
not only a blood relation to every fancier in the
world, but was in fact the first fancier, and the first
man to test a Homer pigeon.

comradeship " which

So with every fear of giving offense thrown to
the winds, I hereby dedicate this work to that good
old soul
(last name unknown) who (Genesis VII. chapter) sent
It returned to him, and
forth a dove from the ark.
And
he sent it forth again, and yet a third time
right here I want to call down Noah, if he had any
idea that his birds were " a crack lot, " for wlien

he sent it out the third time, it refused to
but located itself somewhere else.

"home"

However, I fail to find that Noah had done any
blowing about the quality of his stock, and so am
willing to let the matter drop.

The reader
work

that this

Noah, and

will therefore simply accept the fact
is dedicated to his own blood relative

let it

go at

that.

The Author.

^

PREFACE.
my

second worlc on Pigeons, on the
I should perhaps tell why
First, my first
the spirit has moved me to do so.
work was crude in the extreme, and I left untold many
things that should have been handled. Again I feel that I
have learned many things since 1891, the year of publication
of the lirst work, and why should I not give my fellow
fanciers the beuetit of my experience. While there may be
some of them who " knew it all " many years ago, and have
not absorbed an idea since, I am frank to admit that I leara
something about pigeons every day. I expect to up to the
day of my death. There is no teacher like experience, ?.ud
all I may say in this work will be based on what I know myThe love of pigeons was bom in m2.
self from experience,
For forty-live long years I have had pigeons of some kind,
and what I may have to say will be the result of countless
hours spent in watching the beautiful pets in my own lofts,
the lofts of other fanciers, and in the show rooms. The
pigeon has always interested me ever since my childhood,
and even now in my old age as I often wliirl along on trains,
and pass some modest house, against the stable of which is
nailed a crude little pigeon box, the very appearance of
which stamps it as the work of boyish hands, my heart goes
out to the little fellow, who perhaps owns his first pair of
common pigeons, and who loves them with that absorbing
love that we old fanciers only, can undeistand, and I find
myself wishing that the train would stop, so that I could
see him. take him by the hand, admire his poor little birds,
and Ijid him God-speed.
The love of pets begets love of ones fellow men. A general
love draws all mankind together, and that is one reason why
I do not hesitate to attempt thi.s book, for the good hearts
of my fellow fanciers, will cause them to overlook all mi.stakes and excuse the errors to which we are all jirone, and
lay them to the head, and not to the heart.

launching

IN trouhled

this,

sea of literature,

Frank M.

Gii.r.KRx.

PIGEONS AND ALL ABOUT THEM.
THEIR ORIGIN.
are few who view the wonderful pigeons of to-day
THERE
so varied in color,
type, feather and general appearsize,

who can bring themselves to

realize that they all
descended from one original stock or strain, yet the very best
Darwin states that
authorities pronounce this to be a fact.
the Kock-Dove is the parent-stem of all pigeons. The KockDove is certainly a descendant of the original dove sent out by
Noah, and yet it is hard to realize that out of that one
oiiginal strain, there are about one hundred and fifty varieties that "breed true."
Very naturally this result shows
what care and a knowledge of the primary points in a pigeon
will do, for if we admit that the mighty Pouter and the diminutive Owl are one and the same, as to original stock, we
pay a tribute to the earlier fanciers who made them. One
thing certain, there is hardly a land without its pigeons and
its pigeon fanciers.
The old Romans had them in swarms.
We see the Pigeon in bas-relief on many of the old ruins
that have been brought to light in recent years. However I

ance,

see little use in delving into ancient history, for

what we

the pigeon of the present. The bird of no matter
variety, that will best represent perfection in that
variety, and it is a blessing for the fancy, that we do not all
feel alike.
I have seen Fantail cranks who would not accept
a pair of pigeons of any other kind as a gift, and Oriental
Frill men who wouldn't have a Fantail on the place.
After
all, it Is the men who incline to one variety, and '' keep everlastingly at them" who make the successful breeders.

want
what

is
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AXD ALL ABOLT TUEM.

When a man believes that he can .succeBsfully breed a
dozen varieties of pigeons, it is generally a case of too
many irons in the tire; he succeeds with none. I believe
that any boy or man who makes up his mind to breed pigeons
!-hould take jilenty of time to decide just what breed he
fancies. The most ignorant man. and liy this I mean the
man most ignorant as to pigeons, can sit down in a loft
full of various breeds, and can soon make up his mind as to
vvhieh he likes best. I will not admit however that he always
knows which is best for him to undertake to breed, and that
I will
is one reason why I shall go into detail in this book.
try and show him the breeds that can bring him the most
sjjeedy success. The birds on which he can hardly make a
mistake, for they breed fast and easily, and " throw true."
Then if he wants to take up the more difficult breeds, he
will have the very great advantage of having an intimate
knowledge of the fundamental principles of breeding.
There are few men who take up pigeons from having read
about them. The average man who picks up a paper containing anything about birds, no matter how interesting the
account might be, passes it over. He pays no more attention
to it than to an account of some chemical experiment or
something of which he knows nothing. But let him once
be shown the birds of some fancier; let

him listen to some
knows how to talk about them, and the first
thing we know he buys a few pair. Generally he claims that
he is simply buying them for his boy, but we old fanciers
know better. As his birds begin to breed, his interest begins
to grow, and if his lieart is in his wurk, he picks up knowfancier wlio

ledge with astonishing rapidity, till so.ju he can stand in a
.^how room in any of the " alleys '' and discuss the birds w ith
the best of them. But everything must have a start, so let

us start with that

first

necessity, the loft.

PIGEONS AKD AIJ. ABOUT TUKM.
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THE LOFT.

THEand

be built before a single bird is purchased,
the owner should be governed, first, by the extent of
his means, and then by the number and kind of birds
he intends keeping. The same rule of loft position does not
hold good all over this country. In the Northern and middle
states the loft should always face the South if possible, but
in the Southern states where shade is more of an object than
sunshine, the reverse should be the rule. To breed pigeons
right, no gable roof will do.
It cannot be ventilated, is hot in
summer, humid in wet weather, and is necessarily contracted.
Again it is hard of access, and one loses the jileasure of
entertaining his friends in it. Still a gable roof will do if
nothing better can be found, for it needs only a floor and a
loft slioiild

back wall to transform it into a loft. It is far better than
boxes nailed to the outside of a building, or what is known
as che old dove-cote, which is simply a lot of cramped boxes
put up on a pole. A pretty dove-cote looks very nice as a
yard ornament, but is impractical as a pigeon house. There
is no chance to mate for results
no chance to handle the
birds and no chance to keep out "strays" save to shoot
them.
;

The Gaelb

I.oft.

one can do no better, he can utilize the gable of his
barn as follows. First, build a tight floor reaching clear
across from the eaves, taking care that there is not a crack
in it.
Cut the number of holes necessary in the end of the
barn; if possible cut a small ventilating window in the upper
part.
It is best to have about three entrance holes as an
aggressive cock bird is apt to stand at a single hole and keep
other birds out or in. Do not be satisfied to simply ])ut the
birds in, and let them nest as best they may under the eaves,
but make regular tiers of open boxes on either side and
If

PIGEONS AND
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against the front wall, over the holes, and under the ventilating window. By using smooth and close iitting lumber a
very pretty little dovice may be made, though about the
only way the owner can enjoy it is by standing on a ladder
and peering in at the door. I merely suggest a gable dovice
to those whose space or means will not allow anything better,
but it is not the kind of aloft suited for a real fancier.
Again it is only suited fcr flying birds i. e. birds given their
liberty at all times, as there is no room for mating boxes
bath, gravel box, and all those things, in a loft of this kind.

^4'

Figure 2.
however, the budding fancier can obtain a little more
room than the gable, he can drop do\yn his floor, say, two or
three feet below the eaves, and he will have the next thing to
a real standard loft, and something far ahead of what I had
It can be made perfectly tight,
in my very young days.
rather convenient, and it does away with the cramped little
places under the eaves, so ruinous to a bird's plumage.
Such a loft would look like Figure 1, the dotted lines showing where to build the loft proper. This takes up very little
room in a barn or stable, and if the floor and wall are only
If

—
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tight,

(and

I
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cannot lay too muoli stress on

this point) the balance of the loft proper can be stored with
liay or

anything

else,

leaving only a

little

passage by which

to reach the door.

The nests

in such a loft should occupy both sides and the
end wall, leaving only a space at one end for the door
which should be at the end, in order not to make a break in
the back tier of nests.
In a small loft like this, it is liest to utilize space and not
try to make such nests as I shall descrilie later on.
Nests of this type would look like Figure 'I. "A" is apiece

entire

four inches wide, fastened with small hooks. It is simply to
keep the young in the nests and can be taken off when any
nest in the tier needs cleaning out, which can be done with a
small short handled hoe. "B" is the alighting board and
can be made of any width. Tlie roof should Ije so steep that
the birds cannot stand on it.
For the smaller varieties of pigeons, nest boxes one foot
scjuare are all right, but for Pouters, Fans and such birds,

eighteen inch nests are none too large.
The size of the air coop for a gable loft will be governed of
course by tlie room one can spare.

The Yard Loft.
Another good loft is what
It can be put up anywhere.

I call
I

use

the yard
on(! for

loft, (see

Figure

3,).

my Swallows and find

very convenient. It is made of pine, closely fitted, has an
almost flat roof and has my patent "cat-guard" which is a
"sure thing."' It has two front windows, which are taken
out in summer, leaving only wire screens and a small ventilating window in the south end.
The lower part I use for hunting and fishing outfit, camp
It is
tools, bicycles, etc., and I find the room very handy.
I wisli to call esalso nice to store garden tools, hose, etc.
It is an absolute impossipecial attention to that cat guard.
it

.

PIGEONS AXD ALL ABOUT THEM.
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bility

fcir

tlu' saiuf may be said of rats,
on a roof to get at birds. Of
almost air tiglit and no dirt can

a cat tu get in aiul

whicli are not above

course the floor of
get through

cliiuliiiig

tliis loft is

The beauty about

a yard loft

is

that

i1

ean be

made

of any

and put in almost any place Tlie nests are l)uilt in tiers
on the back wall andthe entrance is u]i a short flight of stairs
at the north end,
I use a bob wire over llie entrance hole.
when I want to keep the biads in.
size

The Ideal
Of course the ideal
coop, fountain, etc.

room

for breeding.

Loi-t.

whole building, with large air
lint most fanciers use only the upper
In a case of this kind there should be
loft is a

several lower rooms, cnie for mating, out' for the training pens

and one in which the hens can be kept in winter. I say hens,
because the lowerrooms are generally warmer, and the bens'
arc the more delicate.
Now in the upper loft, the family room as we may well call
it, one of the first things is to get prop<'r ventilation, and the
higher up the windows, the better, as this does away with all
draughts on the birds. A good loft should have a ventilator
at each end, and also windows in tlie front, all on hinges anil
protected by wire netting. Tliere arc times when every window should lie open, for the average loft is a very hot place
on a hot day, though it is sniprising what heat jiigeons can
The floor should be of pine if ]iossil)le, tongued
stand.
and grooved so tight that no sand can fall through or no
wandering mouse get in. Tlie nest boxes should be of pine
also if possible, and sliould not have a ciack in thein.
They can be ranged about the wall either singly or In tiers,
and the roof of the nests must be so steep that the birds cannot stand on it. There is mithing worse than a filthy nest top.
For many varieties of birds and for Fantails in particular, no
perches should be used. Let them use th« llyyr and the
fronts of the neEts,

PIGEONS AND ALL ABOUT TtlEM.
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Again, the absence of perches keeps the birds moving on the
where the owner or visitor cau enjoy their pretty ways
Birds sitting stolidly on i)erches do not show to much more
advantage than stuffed liirds.
There are all sorts of ideas about loft walls and I have tried
all kinds and am firm in the lielief that a well jila.stered loft
is warmest iu winter, coolest in summer, safer from rats, mice
and insects, and certainly cleaner and better looking at all
floor,

Figure

4.

times than any other. There are no unsightly breaks in it.
and a simple coat of whitewash at times keeps it always clean

and

nice.

Before leaving the subject of nest boxes I would say that
they should l>e as large as space will permit. Nests cannot be
too large, provided one has the room. As stated, nests afoot
square will do for small birds and eighteen inches for large,
but still larger nests are all right, and answer not only for
nests but for coops and mating boxes.

PIGEONS AND ALL ABOUT THEM.
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I am describing, I like to see all the
the wall, hut if more nests are needed,
They are made like
tlie clean tier nesi is the only thing.
Figure 4. That is. eaeli partition would appear like the cut,
It will he noticed that liii'ds using the upper tier, cannot
Ill

nests

a.

liiri;t'

ill

loft,

such as

cine tierahint;-

possiljly soil tliose underneatli.

"A"

which

tacked on the front
A pigeon
standing on tlic false front piece B cannot see the liird in tlie
next nest. If a pair have young in one liox and eggs in the
next, tlie young cannot peer into the next nest and see their
])arents and struggle in to them.
The upper flange slopes
down and the lower one up, so that one can go along the front
of the lower nests with a lake and not touch the flanges and
loosen them.
The false fronts "B" come off for cleaning and the flange
heing simply tacked on, can be taken off at will, especially
when giving the loft a thorough wliitewashing.
Many are in favor of large nests, containing a division and
an earthen crock on each side. I don't like them at all. Tlie
young fall out and ciiill, and are continuously scrambling in
on their parents, where if they don't succeed in climbing into
the other crock they annoy them and harm the eggs. I will
defy any youngsters to get out of one nest and past one of my
flanges into the other nest.
I will admit that crocks are clean and can be .scoured and
all tliat, but the nest floor is just as clean as far as insects are
concerned. I keeji a gixjdcoating of lime in the liottom of my
nests (in fact tliere is a coaling of lime dust all over the loft,
and one cannot toucli the wall, even, without getting it on his
is

a small sinootli tiange

of eacli nest.

lingers.)

It

acts

is

as a lioard of separation.

PIGEON^.S
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NEST MATERIAL.

THE

very best material for nests is tobacco stems, not the
great coarse stems, but tlie smaller ones, that can be
gotten at any cigar factory. With a basis of lime, a
nest of stems, and a little dusting of the nest with Dalmation

powder one need pay little heed to insects.
Of course tire bath is a great adjunct, and in a city where
there are water works, it is astonishing to see how clieaply a
few gas pipes and a common galvanized iron pan can be turned
insect

into a

good fountaiu.

This fountain should always be put in the air coop if possible.
A batli on the loft floor is all riglit if one can do no
l>etter, but a bath in the air coop, after which the birds can
sun and stretch out on the sand and gravel, is far better.
Butto revert to nests, if the fancier cannot get tobacco stems,
there is nothing better than jjine shavings, of wliicli all insects have a liorror. Given a basis of pine sliavings, tlie birds
may be allowed to use any kind of twigs, liroom straw or anything that has no hole in it. Hay is about the worst thing
that can be used, as the little red mites ask uotliing better in
which to breed. Straw is even worse than hay. But if the
fancier can do no better, he can allow the birds to use anything that is handy and trust to lime and insect powder for
the rest.
I said that I suggested a single tier of nest boxes around
the wall of the loft, and one reason istliat itmakes mating
so much more easy. And not only that but it "locates" the
birds where the owner wants them. If 18 inch nests are used
the three foot portable mating coop comes in handy.
To make it, take any kind of a wire front (and they can be
had in any city where there have been shows) and put a top
on it of the same length. Then use a partition wire for each
end and you have a coop, with no back orboitom, that uan
be slipped along the floor in front of any two nests.

PIGEOXS AXD ALL AlJOl'T THEM.
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TliB portable coop
to

make

it

is

such a necessity that

so plaiu, that "lie

who

runs,

it is

may

perhaps best
read."

It is

exactly like two exhibition coops with no liack or bottom.
The tloor of the loft makes the bottom and the front of the
nest boxes

makes the back.

Simply decide where you want the birds to nest and put
the coop in front and there you are. They can see the whole
loft, will feel at home and will soon adopt one or the other of
the nests as a home. Again, it virtually gives them a chance
to be out on the floor where the cock can tread, which is a
point to

lie

remendiered.

When through

can be slipped in front
in uniformity in the
nests is that what will lit one Avill fit any other, and the portable coop will lit nicely in front of any two nests in the loft.
If needed, for the up]ier tier, in case there is one, a light false
bottom may be put in.

of

two other

locating one pair,

nests.

it

The one grand point

^»8&-
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OTHER LOFT POINTS.
nests being completed, the next thing to be considered

THE the

This should always be of whatis
sharp " sand, i.e. the coarse gritty sand that
The sand
is so often found along the beds of small streams.
that comes out of cellars in many parts of the country is not
suitable, being a yellow sticky stuff that contains nothing oi
the grit so needed by pigeons. The more coarse the sand the
better, but I do not like to see gravel on aloft floor. This
sand not only keeps the loft clean, but it gives constant work
is

called

floor eoveriug.
'•

to the birds.
It

should be raked about once a week witli a loft rake, a
which can be bought in many

light affair with fine teeth,
cities.

not purchasable, any carj<euter can make it with a jiiece
nails.
The floor being smooth, the rake will
go over it nicely and remove all the droppings, the sand sifting easily through between the teeth. When the sexes are
separated In September or Octoljer all of the old sand should
be carefully scraped up and thiown away, unless one has
Roses especially thrive wonderfully in the richly
flowers.
If

of

oak and wire

impregnated sand that comes from a loft.
Next come the water cans, and though there are all sorts
of cans and fountains advertised, I know of none any bitter
and absolutely none so convenient as the common sense can
that any tinnei can make.
Let him take a common two-gallon galvanized iron bucket
and set in a top piece, two inches below the rim, leaving out
a small edge. Directly opposite the opening let him solder a
piece a little larger in size across the rim. Ton can then fill
it under a pumji, carry It to the loft as you would a common
bucket, set it down on the side and leave it. It will uev v
Of
It is the most convenient can ever used.
spill a drop.

PIGEONS AXD ALL ABOI'T THEM.

i:2

course

must solder on some short legs on which

it can
than the earthenware jug, for when
this bucket freezes solid, you can set it right on the stove
and let it tliuw out. I like it because it i,s so convenient and
above all it can be made in any small town.

stand.

lie

It is far oetter

riGEONS AND ALL ABOUT THEM.
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'

BEFORE taking up the question of feed,

one must arrange
bed in the loft, for
there is an absolute necessity for something of this
kind. If one will watch common pigeons that have never
been confined, he will note that they never miss the chance
to peck at an old wall where there is mortar. How much
more needful then to furnish something of the kind for Ijirds
for either a "salt-cat" or a mortar

kept in constant confinement.
A small salt-cat can be made as follows: a shovel full of
mortar, not new, but from some old building the older the
Put in a box and pound it up, add aViout a quart of
better.
Portland cement, a (juart of ground shells and about the same
of grit. Then throw in a handful of caraway seeds, wet the
whole and stir it up till it is like putty, sprinkle in salt, work
it up well and it can then be turned out of the box and will
stay in shape. Let it dry well and then leave it in the loft
where the birds can get at it at all times.
My loft being large, I have a large square place near the
front windows so that I can get lots of sun. It was first tilled
with mortar and after pounding it partially I put in oyster
shells, Foust's Health Grit, Mica Grit and in fact every kind
;

of grit, including samples of

ground brick,

etc.

that was ever

sent me.

This was all mixed. I also throw every egg shell on the
heap and about once a month go over it with a rake, mixing
the whole. A box of salt stands in the centre. I keep salt
the year around in every loft and every room. My birds are
never without it and I attribute their constant good health to
it.
As for regular feed I will simply state what I have often

quoted before.
I

little rape and millet, as two parts
and good sound wheat as the other part. This

use Canada peas, with a

of the feed,

PIGEONS AXI) ALL ABOUT
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shduld

lie

TIIE.M.

fed twice a day in winter and three times a day
summer days, taking care never to feed the

durinj; the long

more than they will eal. It is far better to keep them
hungry. Keep them picking in the sand for food that
not there, and the exercise will do them good. Keniemlier

birds

a
is

little

that the finer breeds lead a lietitiouskind of a life. Confined
at all times, they ha\e no chance fur the exercise that is a
natural part of their being, and man, who coniines them,
must study tlieir wauls and keep conditions as nearly natural
as possible.
But as " variety is the spice of life " I give
I

often have the cook

make good

with red pei)per, and have

lier

it

to

my

birds

corn bread liberally dosed

cook

it

far

more brown than

for the table.

one i.'f the best winter dishes thai can jiossibly be
Again, when leaving the table I take scraps of
light bread and liiscult, cracker, jiarts of boiled eggs, cabbage
lettuce, potato, celery, in fact almost any kind of table sciaps
and tlie birds will light for them.
I am hrmly opjiosed to any sort of a feed hopper that will
continually keep feed before birds. It is all very wellto say that
when they want it, you want them to have it, but I ask how
long could a man keep his appetite, confined in a room with
He would soon loathe the sight
a constantly spread table
As long as my birds fall all over each other to get to
of it.
the feed I know they are healthy.
Throwing <lown feed "to last all day'' is another liad idea.
The first birds get the best part, ami tlie rest is trampled on
Olean, wholesome food, with
till by noon it is not lit to eat.
plenty of nutritious ijualitics and pure frrxh water are two

This

is

for birds.

'.'

great points.

Do not made the mistake
by

of

Ear the dearest in the end.

food for bis family and thai

buying "cheap" food, for it is
A man would not Iniy refuse
is exactly what cheap chicken

I'IGEONS

AND ALL ABOUT THEM.

and pigeon feed amounts to. In these days of machinery
that utilizes everything, it is safe to say tliat any feed not
taken care of by tlie macliinery is of very little value.
Again, be sure and never use green food and by this I mean
wheat and corn that is not thoroughly seasoned by time.
New wheat will start bowel trouble in short order and so will

new

corn.

is kept in a close bin, i.e. a bin with a partition
about once each two weeks, change the feed
from one side to tlie other. This gives it air and at the same
time mixes it thoroughly and keeps the small seeds from
going to the bottom.

If

your food

in the centre,

Fiijure 0.
It saves

soon as

time and trouble to mix

it is

all

the feed together, as

received;

The loft now being about ready, we must not forgot our
own comfort and therefore must make a "visitors' seat."
Who does not know how annoying it is to visit a loft and have

humped up under a low ceiling, or sit on a filthy
box, that the owner has dragged from some corner'.'
We sit on it with fear and trembling and don't feel at all at
And i^o we need the -'visitors' seat" one of the most
ease.
simple things in the. loft, and one that gives untold comfort.
to stand all

It

can be

made

after the style of Figure

6.

I'lGKOXS
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simply a skeleton IjeucU with a top that works on

liinges instead of being nailed

down.

goes back against the wall when not in use, and
consequently is always clean when lowered down and as the
lid is larger than the frame work, the liirds can tly and perch
on the latter all they choose and the lid holds one's clothing
away from any danger of being soiled, as it projects in every
direction.
It is a handy thing for every loft.

The

lid

!(?%
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HEATING.
HEATIXG

the loft

is

a poiut on

is

which there

is

a great

do not believe in it at all, that
as far as any section save the extreme north is con-

diversity of opiuiou.

I

cerned.

In the first place, it is almost an impossibility to obtain an
even heat and changes from warm to cold are far worse than
continuous cold.
The e.xperience foand in almost every show room ought to
be warning enough.
In any region south of Chicago, I fail
to see that heat is needed.
It is simply wonderful to see the
amount of cold that a pigeon can stand. It may huddle up
and shiver and seem to be miserable, and yet one rarely hears
of a pigeon freezing to death, and how many of us have seen
pigeons with toes frozen oft'
And yet we sec untold thousands of chickens in that condition.
There are many fanciers who heat their lofts and principally out of pure sympathy for their birds, yet I believe that
I can safely suggest to such to try an unhealed loft next winter or any other winter, and see if they lose a single bird.
On
the contrary, I believe I can promise better results for the
breeding season following.
Of course the loft must be absolutely without any draught.
Every little crack should be stopped up and good invigorating
food given and my word for it the birds will come through
into the spring in a more vigorous condition than ever.
I speak from experience.
I have tried all sorts of heat and
I could never get an even heat that would hold out through
the night. My last experience settled me forever. I hit on
a small ooal oil stove that worked like a charm (in the store).
It gave a nice quick warmth, not one particle of smoke or
soot, and the dealer showed me how it was absolutely impossible for it to go out, or smoke, or "get cranky" in any way.
;'
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When he

told

me

of the

entirely in their hath

many

rooms

who used them
had found the correct

nice families

I felt

that

I

tiling.

Well, it worked Ijea.ulifuily for two nights. 1 had about
twenty hens in the lower hjft and as m^uy cocks above, and
it was lovely to go out just before bed time and see that nice
bright little stove working on full time and diffusing a good
warmth. Of course the extra heat rose and warmed the up-

per

loft.

But on the morning after the third night, I found the stove
out and Ijoth lofts full of the most nasty black smoke I ever
smelled. The plumage of every hen was ruined, and the
cocks were not much better and the lofts felt like ice bo.xes.
I never got those Ijirds clean till after moult next fall.
1 gave
the stove away and since tliat day have never tried artificial
heat and 1 never will. 1 can say truly that in forty-live years
I have never lost a bird by freezing.
Pigeons are very wai ni blooded and wliile liieir plumage is
not like that of the duck or goose, it is still whatXature gave
them and Nature is agood mother. Who lias not seen common
pigeons roosting in cracked boxes (on North walls) covered
with snow and ice, and yet living for years hardy and contented.

We
the

all know lliat our finely bred liirds are not as strong as
common breed, yet theie is also a big difference between

Imx revered witli snow, with hardly a ray
and a iiiru tight loft. Tlierc is
also a dilTereuce between tlic scanty furage of the street
picked up by the common binl. and the splendid and health-

a little old rickety

of sunsliine in tlie \vinter,

ful fcpod

given regularly to

)iis

liner brother.
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CLEANING THE LOFT.
1HAVE

spoken of cleaning- the sand in a loft etc., but find
that I have not takea up the " general house cleaning"
that is so necessary every spring and fall.
If the fancier has made his loft as I have suggested, let
him go to work with some system, and when he is done he
will have a clean sweet smelling loft, and one in which
vermin can hardly stay. First, take off every flange from the
nests, and unhook and take off the false front of the uests.
Then with the short handled hoe, scrape thoroughly all the
tobacco stems and filth out of the nests. This will all fall on
the floor and should be raked up carelessly and taken to the
manure jiile. It is needless to pay any close attention to tlie
Now get a common watering pot and into a
floor as yet.
gallon of water put a pint of crude carbolic acid, which is
the best disinfectant ever used in a loft. (I have used it finyears, and can recommend it, for I use it and lots of it, at al!
times in the year.) Don't be afraid that it will stain enougli
to hurt, for it will not, and also remember that it goes inside

Now sprinkle this in plenty in all the nests.
Let the spray strike the sides and trickle down them. Let
it seep through from the upper tier to the lower, and so
on down to the floor; for remember this is all on the inside
and won't affect the external appearance.
Give it plenty of time to dry, and then prepare your whitewash. Take unslacked lime and add boiling water till it
slacks. Then add more water till thin enough to use, puting in a few handfuls of salt and a little blueing. One does
not need carbolic acid in the whitewash, as it is already In
place. The nests being thoroughly dry, take a very short
handled brush and whitewash inside each nest and along
the fronts till every crevice, if there be any, is filled completeof the boxes.

30
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Theu after j^iving it a little more time to dry, take the
long handled brush and whitewash the fronts and tops, the
ceiling and walls, and don't be afraid to get on plenty. As a
rule I whitewash my own boxes and theu get a professional
go over the walls, as he can put on his wash with more
Xcxt get a bucket of slacked lime and throw a
little into each nest, and then go to work and clean up the
floor, rake and scrape it well and put on clean sand, and you
will have a loft clean, sweet and healthful.

to

regularity.

»

If,

U/

m

\ii

\\t

I

u.
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PESTS.

WE

have now arranged to keep out insects, that is as far
as it can be done. Tliere is one pest, the long
featlier louse, to which I never pay attention.
The
fact that it preys on tlie feather, and not on the bird has
often made me think: tliat they may be a wise provision of
natui'e, in ttiat they eat parts of the feather and thus give
the bird more air, so to speak.
Of course I don't like to see a bird all covered with them,
but I do not consider that they do a bird much harm.
If in spite of cleanliness, the little red mites and fleas get

Dalmation powder will settle them.
most detest are cats, rats and mice. As to cats I
shall not make any suggestions but only remark that I would
not trust one anywhere near my birds. Mice are a nuisance
but are never very bad save in a loft where feed lies continuin the loft, a little

What

I

loft, they always manage to
never waste time on patent traps, but
use the old fashioned hole trap that catches them around the
neck. They may be shy, but keep the trap well baited, and
sooner or later they will fall victims.
As for rats, I use the old fashioned mink trap, and have
never yet seen a rat smart enough to live around my place.
At the least sign of the advent of a rat on the place I prepare
1 don't wait till he has made a series of runways,
for him.
but sink the trap (unbaited) just where he has left his sign.
If he has dug a hole trying to get under a foundation, I sink
the trap at the hole, covering it loosely with .sand, and he
gets a foot or his head in it, when he comes back the next
night to finish his job. With a good foundation there is no

ally

on the

make

floor.

their way.

Into such a

I

excuse for letting a rat get into any building.
Some rats are so smart however, that they will crawl up a
wire cage, get in at a loft entrance if it is left open at night,
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man's best birds before he knows hon" it is done.
fancier whose loft is near stables in a closely settled
nei;^hborhoiid is in constant danger, and the more so because
be usually jiersists in putting an alighting board in front of
the loft entrance. There is no need of one. Let the birds
They do not need
fly into the loft through the aperture.
to light till they strike the loft floor.
and

kill a

The

Figure

7.

a man has ever lost birds in this way and has not killed
the rats that got in he is in nightly danger. A rat is very
cunning and will generally find a way to enter. They can
almost climb a blank wall till they get to the aperture. Or
they will get en the roof and slide from the eaves close to
the aperture, trusting to luck to find eometbiug to which to
cling till thev reach it.
If
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A

simple rat guard can be made liy any tiimer and if tliere
only one entrance from the aii coup or the outer world, to
the loft, it is absolute protection.
Take galvanized iron six inches wide and make a scjuare
that goes entirely around the window or opening that is used.
The top should slope down and the sides out and the Ijottoni
down. It will be 'seen that a rat cannot liold liis feet if he
jumps or climbs down from tlie eaves. He cannot crawl up,
nor can he get around the sides. To make tliis so ])lain that
any one can make a rat guard, a "^ide view of a loft witli a
rat guard would look like figure 7.
is

The loft is now i)rotected from enemies without and it rests
with the fancier to keep it in that condition.
Sometimes the fancier who has taken especial pains to keep
insects out of his loft, fondly imagines there are none there
because he does not see them.
But there is a dark red or brown insect that moves so rapidly through the feathers as to keej) well out of sight even
when a bird is looked over.
To find if they are in the loft, go into it just about dark
any evening and watch the actions of the birds that are standIf they shift rapidly from one foot to the other and
ing.
seem to " stamp " you may be sure that tliese pests are there
and if there at all they will soon lie there in countless numbers
for they lireed with alarming rapidity.
For two years I have used a sim]ile and most convenient
remedy, the ordinary moth liall. These can be had at any
drugstore and cost only about ten cents per pound and no
insect or parasite can stand them.
Put two or three under each nest and their fumes will soon
permeate the stems and enter into the feathers of the nesting
birds.
As the cocks and hens change nesting hours they will
both soon be entirely free from insects. Put a couple right
into the nestwitli birds just Hedged and they will work equally
well and protect them as tbey grow.

PIGEON'S

84

Do

not put

are a few daj

them
.s

nest,

the

in the nest

however,

till

the

youu{j;stei's

old.

OEcour.se these
or the
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fioiir, liut

moth

balls are of no use as regards perches

as the greatest trouble always begins in the

they are a great protection for both the old breeders and

young

birds.

These balls hold their scent for about four months and
therefore will last well through the warm weather. I like
them because they are so clean and so easily placed. It is
well to put two or three on the floor of the nest as soon as the
birds begin building aud let them build the nest right over
them.
It is surprising to see

of all kinds

of

pests.

how

soon these

Ijalls will rid

In a close loft their

i)niiregnate t)ic entire ]ilace

and

far

they are good things to have around.

fumes

a bird

will soou

from being unhealthy,
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CHOICE OF BIRDS.
HAVING now

uriungod

of
is

liiril.

I

tlic

loft

ready for occuiJinioy,

if

embroya fancier to select liis variety
say "embryo " because the old fancier who

leinains fur

l!ie

returning- to his first love,

fore the selection of a

i:)lace

knew

lonjr ago, in fact

for his birds, just

long be-

what kind he

was going to take up.
It is hard for me to say what is best for any other num.
It
would be quite an assumjition for me to say just what is the
liest breed, for all good birds are good.

However I can give my views on the matter altera fashion.
Unquestionably the most showy biixls are the Fantails and
Pouters, for the Fan is in con.stant action, while the Pouter
is a gi eat l)ird to show off when noticed.
There are some who
fancy the Jacobin witli his great ruff, the demure little Turbit, the tiny Owl, while others claim that the master breeder
is he who can produce the Oriental Frill with itsquaint marliing.
Again we lind good fanciers who will liave no bird but
tile Tumlder, olliers tlie Swallow, Magjiic, Archangel, Nun
the Priest and Barb. The great list of breeders of that
wonderful bird, the Homer, shows how many admire him, so
that it will l)e seen that I have quite a task.
In general terms all long-faced birds are good breeders, yet
when we compaie the iireeding of our high bred "artificial'"
birds to that of their hunilile brother the common jjigeon, none
can lie called lirst-class Ijreeders.
What are known as short-faced birds are not good Ijreedeis,
from their inability to feed their young. Most breeders of
high class short-face specimens keep feeders or "nurses" as
they are called, l^ut it is a fact that these latter are not always
successful, for they are so large that in feeding, they twi,-.t
the beaks of the little fellows and make them practically
worthless.
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Hence the man « itli unly one loft raid who intends to breed
one kind, had better try long-faced birds. Very naturally
the question might be asked as to why I do not follow the
precepts I preach, because while I am a white Fan specialist,
I also breed Pied German Swallows.
Well, I breed the Fans
and I "use'' the Swallows and they are very handy.
In the lirst place I like to have a lot of flying pigeons down
in the yard, they look so homelike, and in the second, tliey
are my "helpers." To explain this teiin I must go into

onlj'

have a cranky pair of Fans, the eggs of which
I simply slip a pair of Swallow eggs under them,
and Ictthem hatch and feed the young, Again, if by accident
I ha]>pen to lose eggs of Fans just prior to hatching, or young
while a day or two old, I go over to the Swallow loft and get'*
some young of the right age and juit them under the Fan.s to
draw ofi the "pigeon milk" which forms in the crop during
the last three days of setting and ought not to be alhiwed to
Again if I sell a pair of Fans that have eggs I simply
remain
So, it will be seen that
transfer the eggs to the Swallow lofl.
the Swallows come in very handily.
I would advise any breeder, who can do so and
who is
hrceding one strain of high bred birds to always have a yard
detail.

If I

are not fertile

.

,

loft of flying birds.

have had many \isilors who admired tlie Swallows as
as the Fans, and we sell the surjdus of the former,
sonielinies in lots of iwenty at a time for they breed like rats.
Any man who wishes lo experiment with a trusty breed of
birils that w ill always take care of themselvi's will nol miss
it if lie tries Swallows.
So it will lie seen that I am really iiraelisiug what I preach
and am a om- variety lireeder pure .iiid simple.
All 1he liest fanciers will j(.in me in the statement that the
successful hreeder of the day is the nuui who breeds
one variety onlj
Each breed is a study in itself. It has
I

much

.
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points that exist in no otlier variety and liow to best bring out
these points takes study and it takes perseverance.

For this very reason the ambitious fancier who soars higli,
spends lots of money for liigh-priced birds and expects (and
without any prior knowledge) to Ijreed nothing but show
birds, "goes up like a locket and comes down like a stick,"
wliile his plodding fancier lirother, with no wealth to aid him
))ut endowed with a rugged jjcrseverance, goes slowly along,
Iput always up, breeds better and better birds each year and
linalh' winds up at the top of the ladder.
I often think tliat fanciers are born and not made, for I
have seen so many wlio seemed to l>e endowed with all the
instincts of the true fancier and yet there was a something
lacking and they soon dropped out of the ranks.
And all this bears me out in my original argument as to
breeding one variety. If it is so hard to succeed with only
one variety what must be the task of the nui.n who tries to
breed a dozen,
But to go back to the selection of a variety. This is the
time to go slow and even if a man had his loft all ready and
his feed bought I think it would still be good policy and
money made (to say nothing of time saved) for him to take a
trip around to several lofts. My word for it, he might fluctuate
between a dozen or twenty varieties, but sooner or later he
would settle on one and he would find that it was the type
that first struck him.
I'll venture that if you pLit a strange breeder whom I never

saw and of whom I know nothing, in a big show room and let
me watch him half an hour I can tell what he breeds. He
may wander up and down the alleys in a general way, but
will always wind up in front of tlie cages containing his
sjiecialty.
I
tbt)

believe that

if lie

one in which he

breeds
is

most

lialf a

dozen varieties

interested.

I

can

tell
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Now

a

I'KiEDXS

AM)

mull shcuikl

in'i

disnustc'il anil try (ithcrs

a losing'

uame.

A

,si;)>t

niii'

Xo man can

AUOI'T THEM.

1,1.

\vith

one

varit'ty

afttr the other.
sell

a

whole

loft

Ho

;t

ml Iktoiiu'

will

liiid

of one ty[ie

it

fcu'

what it is worth, neither ean a man Imy other birds, sneh as
he wants and needs, just at the time he would like to got
them.
The host lofts are made u\> of a hird or a pair bought
here and another there, just as the ciiiport unity occurs,
[t is
a maltiT of record that I oneo bought a whole loft of about
ne eoek that I wanted, and I am free to
titty birds lo t;et
admit thai lie didn't throw birds nearly as good as himself
and 1 was glad to sell him. .'So it will be seen tliat the best
of VIS get picked uii.
Grantiui; that the reader has finally decided oir the variety
of j.igcon lie feels would suit him, a still harder part of the
wiu'k comes, for he must o-Korcise judgment in the selection
of his blooding stock.
.\.bout the worst thing a man can do. is to get reckless and
try to buy up all the prize winners he can obtain.
I don't want any man
In this liook [ want to bo truthful.
or l>oy to say "I road ycjur book and believed you and you
misled me.
'L'herofore I want to make the pdain statement
that if I were biiyiug for myself I would nut buy prize winners
irv\a anybody, with which to stock my loft, for the reason that
as a rule [irize winners do not breed birds as good as themselves.
The average prize winner is generallj' bred from
jjarents one or both of which are bj' no means typjical specii

"

mens of their lireed.
The parents have the blood, but thoy
in

the

The
.

nuiiii

are often defective
points for which their standard calls.

prize winner

of the breeder

who

in their offspring.

simply

a tribute to the good judgment
the skill to mate two birds for ''points"
I, et the average fancier buy two winners

is

lias

and mate them and the chances are that they will produce
specimens in no wise e(| lal to tliemsehes. This is vt'hy so
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the means to make crreat fanciers, but do
not Lave the skill and judgment, become discouraged and
drop out of the ranks.
This carries us back to my original proposition, that a man
must study a breed and have a thorough knowledge of all its'
peculiarities before he can hope to succeed with it.
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DANGER

IN

IMPORTING.

OFTEN"

an ambitious fancier takes it fur granted that
the birds of this country are not good enough for him
and he must therefore import. He thinks he must go
to the fountain head, I.e. to England or Scotland. Often he is
led to do this liy the fictitious idea that all imjiorted birds are

good ones.
was a greater mistake. Things are better now,
can remember when America (or " the States" as the
English and Scotch called our country) was considered a
dumi>ing jdace for "rubbish." Not only do I know this by
actual experience, but I have read articles in the leading
pigeon papers of the other side, in which the editors called on
the fanciers to give their American patrons the worth of their
money and stop unloading on them birds that were only " lit
for the pot." It is only a few years since importing began.
I can remember when the English band was such ararity here
that a bird wearing one was looked on with awe and supposed
to be something far above the ordinary.
If a judge heard
that so and so had imported a pair of birds, or if, in his
judging, he ran across a bird with an English band, he was
disposed to give it the full benefit of every doubt for fear that
placing it down where it justly belonged, would reflect on his
Tliere never

liut I

ability as a judge.

The English and Scotch knew just as little about us as we
did aliout them. I ordered four pairs of Fans from Scotland
some years ago and the sender shipped them in a )>ox that
would do to hold a raging tiger. It was of heavy oak and
nailed and bolted all over. I could ship two hundred birds to
any part of this country for wliat it cost nie to get that box
expressed from Xew York alone.
Then I had to pay for watching, or tendinj^, or somethinowhile tiicy came over, and it cost me a nice vnm (,, o,,^ them
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TliL'i-c wa.s one good bird in the lot, l)y the wuy.
could beat to death in my own loft. Unt I had the

loft.

re,st I

exijericnce,

and

jiaid for it as u.sual.

do not mean to suggest that all the Eiigli.^li aud Scotch
fanciers are not honorable, in fact I know of several that are
absolutely fair and square, but the great majority arc tricksters who have the happy faculty of "weeding out" every
bird they don't want, when they get an order from America,
No fanciers on earth can get their birds iu better condition,
and none can ''fake" birds so skilfully as our cousins across
the water, and it is a well knovvir fact that birds that have
even reached this side in good condition, have soon gone to
I

'

pieces " or have, after their

nmult, or after new feathers
have had a chance to grow, shown the effects of the most
palpable trickery in "plucking." It is also a fact that in
England and Scotland, especially at the small shows, where
breeders of no standing are apt to show, the hardest work of
the judge is, not to find the best bird, but to find the best bird
that is shown fairly.
The best fanciers on the otlier side have taken vigorous
steps to stoj) all this fraud, but they are far in the minority,
for the great masses of the small breeders are tricky and consider it not only not dishonest, but an evidence of superior
smartness, to be able to get a faked bird past a judge.
Remember I am not speaking of those honorable English
and Scotch fanciers whose good nauics are a household word
among our fanciers, but of the dirty little pettifoggers who
swarm in the fancy in Great Biitain, and they unfortunately,
are liable to be the very ones to entrap the unsophisticated
American fancier who decides to import.
first
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AS TO CONSTITUTION.

Now

one must i-emeincannot by any means
bave good constitutions. It is an impossibility from
tbe tbat most fact of them are "made" varieties and it
bas taken years of " inbreeding" to produce tbem.
iu si'lectiug thu variety to breed,

ber

tlitit

many

of

our

tinest birds

It is only within the last fifty years tbat tbe varieties of
to-day bave sjjruug up. Prior t tbat time I doubt if many of

tbem were

Pigeons bave been kept for centuries
kinds of people, but I am referring to wbat are
known as tbe "fancy" pigeons of to-day. Tbousands of men
have been interested in tbis changing of tbe dull colored,
uncouth common jjigeon into tbe dashing, high colored and
beautifully variegated bird of tbe present. Where one fa cier
bas left off, another bas taken up the work, each with the
idea of improving on his predecessor.

and by

Take

in existence.

all

for example, the short-faced Tumbler, a bird

known

and there is no question but tbat fifty years ago
its b ak was long, but birds of smaller and smaller beaks
were selected and mated, and tbis inated parent and offspring
closer and closer, and naturally reduced vitality and conto evcryoi. e

stitution.

Breeding for "feather" was done in tbe same way, of
This was done liy our early brethren not with the
hope of raising more birds, but better birds. The early shows
and the consequent rivalry that existed, made each old fancier
course.

outline his ideal and work up to it.. In the old days, a couple
of dollars was <-onsidercd an enormous price for a pair of
birds, while now there are scores of birds for which one hun-

dred dollars each would be

But

reftised.

this constant striving for perfection;

inbreeding for results,

is

this

what has made many

of

constant
our best
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box

will kill the]n.

There are some fanciers, and they are men of brain?, who
many of these breeds will "run out," that is,
they will be continuously bred up, till their young will be too
predict that

weak

to live.

do not think however that such a misfortune can come to
the fancy for many, many years, or perhaps ever. While we
artilicial" birds, we also each year, learn better
produce
how to care for them and we unconsciously change conditions
and thereby meet the changed conditions of our pets.
I

''
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AS TO COLOR.
who is deciding on what iiarticulai variety
should study his surroundinos and then let
"color" be an important factor.
It he lives in the country or iu a small village, where the
air is pure and there is no soot and coal smoke, he can thank
his stars, for he will be able to handle any color he likes.
But if he lives in a city, he had best not dabble in whites
or in any breed the beauty of which con.'^ists in a sharp con1 will modify this
trast of colors, with white predominating,
by stating that I have seen grand white birds keep their color

THE

fancier

to breed,

the entire year, in cities that use natural gas.
But in the great majority of cities and especially in the
north, I defy any fancier to find a loft so close that his white
birds can keep clean iu the winter. He may disjiense entirely with

an

jet they

air

coop and keep his birds in a plastered room and

somehow manage

to soil.

In such birds as the Magpie, Nun, Swallow, Priest, Turbil. Jacobin and all others of that class the basis of the color
In most of them the beautj' of the birds lies in
is white.
their sharp marking, and once soiled they lose their beauty.

The same
I'outers

is

greatly true of Fantails, ^whites and saddles,)

and many other

l-reeds.

Therefore if the fancier proposes to liave a loft of flying
liirds, lie should choose "self" or solid color, dark colored
bii{ls. While a loft of blacks, reds or blues may have become
nearly as badly soiled as whites, still it is natural that the
The Archangel is a
dirt will not show as much as in whites.
l)iid lliat does not show dirt readily, yet when its beautiful
Ma lie lustre is gone, half of its beauty is lost. But if we
uannot have perfection, we can strive to get as near it as possible, and so I would say, select birds that will look as well
as possible, conditions considered.
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BUY.

Now

that we liave considered what kiuil tD buy, let us
take up the question as to where to buy; and tliis

opens up another wide
advertises

tlie

iield.

Not

everj'

best birds, at the lowest price,

is

man who

able to deliv-

Not every man who is willing to sell you a great
grand birds for a song, because he is going to move or
something, is the man with whom you should treat.
er the goods.
lot of

When you read the advertisement of a man who breeds fifty
kinds of birds, and breeds them all up to the standard, don't
waste time with liim. He can't do it.
takes a very smart
should 1)6.

It
it

man

to breed one

kind up

to

what

I mean this advice for those who want good birds. If a man
simply wants a few pigeons, and don't care what they are,
then by all means let him go to the first bird store and get
them.

They will be cheap in price, and, if he don't care much
"
uhat he gets, " he will get it.
But the fancier wlio has decided to breed one variety, and
ivho intends to breed up, and not down, should turn to the
pigeon papers, and read carefully the cards of the various
Then
breeders who breed the particular variety he fancies.
let him write to each one, and take his time to go carefully
over their

re])lies.

Don't, for Heavens sake don't, get a Standard, and carefully
describe the standard bird, and then write " I want ( so many)
They must be just like it
l)airs of birds just like the above.
or I don't want them. If they are as above I will give you five
(eight or ten, as the case may be ) dollars per pair for them."

The chances are that the fancier to whom you wi-ite
woula willingly give fifty dollars per pair for such birds him-
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Again he will know that you are green, and will not
give your letter the same attention that he W(uilil to a ' manly " letter.
Perhaps the term "manly" should uot be used in

self.

it expresses the matter, and knowingwould say that the following is the kind of
letter that would bring an honest answer, and honest ])rices
from any reputable fancier. It would also bring good birds
worth every cent you pay for them.

this connection,

fanciers as

I

but

do, I

Joiix .Smith,

Dear

Esq.
Sir;

I am desirous of taking up Jacobins, as I
admire them more than any pigeon, and wiite to ask your
prices.
I would like a jiair each of Reds and Blacks, and
X want birds old
also a pair of Splashed if you have them.
enough to breed at ouce.
I do not ask for prize winners for I cannot afford them,
and I would like to leave the selection of my stock birds to
your own jvrdgment, only begging you to send me birds of a
good reliable strain, that will be likely to throw good young.
If you have good stock birds in other colors, that j'ou think
would bring me good results, I would be ])leased to have you

cxuote
I

prices.

know

of

your high standing in the fancy and am willing
your good judgment.
An early answer

to trnst entirely to
will oblige,

Yours very

truly.

W.M. .Smith.

would no more think of
deeei\iug a man like this than he would of robbing his loft.
On the contrary he would take extra pains to suit him,
knowing thai he v.i'uld make a friend and a future patron.
If a fanciei has a start however, and wants to improve his

Now,

a reliable, honorable

fancier

stock, he should write a letter

something like

this.
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Esq.

Dear

Sir;

I want a red Jacobin cuck, and twu blue Jacobin liens. I want the cock to show, and breed also; but
want the hens simply for breeding, and therefore care more
If you can supply these birds
for blood than show i^oints.
please send price, and description of the cock.

Yours

truly,

Wm. Smith.
Such a letter as the above, to an honest fancier, will bring
what one wants.
Don't ever write for a bird that will be " sure to win " at
any show. No fancier can till such an order, for his ideas
and those of the judge of the show may be widely at variance.

show in tlie above is this. If you
honor or integrity of a reputable fancier, you
" fancier"
will lose nothing by it. Remember I use the word
Wliat

liave tried to

I

trust to the

A fancier is

not " dealer. "

and who

whatever

sells

a

man who breeds his own birds,
he may have. He knows

sur])lus

the breeding of every bird he sends out.
A dealer is one who buys any and all kinds of birds, just so
they are cheap enough. As to their breeding he knows absolutely nothing.

men,

are honorable
false colors.

In behalf of the dealers many of whom
I want to say that they do not tly under

They do not assume

to

know anything

aliout

Their motto is, " there are the birds if the
price suits you, take them." There is always a demand for
birds of the class they handle, and they are therefore a business necessity but I close this part as I began by suggesting
that if you want birds to breed for your own pleasure, and
with the hope of producing something which will be a credit

what they

sell.

;

lo

you, don't go to a dealer.

;
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obvious tliat no fauciei' sends fjood birds to dealers.
example he lias a sterile cock, from which he can
never hope for progeny: a barren hen that never laid, and
never could hiy an egg, a wry tailed or a hook beaked bird,
or one vrith bad eyes or malformation of the feet; does any
one suppose he sends it to a customer ? Not much. He has
too much sense to raise the storm of indignation that would
follow. Too much sense to lose not only one patron, but all
the friends of the same and so, when he iinds his loft stocked with freaks of this kind he simply bundles them up and
sends them to a dealer, hoping never to hear from tliem
It is

If for

;

again.
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PRICES OF BIRDS.
me to attempt to give quotations on
FORcountry
at present, would be impossible.

|iij;(;ons in tliis

Tliere

is

not nor can there be any uniform rate; no

market quotations,
ever

it will

so to s)ieak.

A good pi.neou

is

wortli wliat-

bring.

To show how views

vary,

it is

only necessary to look over

Looking down the list
a catalogue of one of our big shows
and noting the selling price afifixed to each l)ird, one may
note half a dozen valued at $100 each, and from that on
Yet often when
down to $2-5. and some to a modest .filO.
it will show that the $10
the $2J. birds second, third aud fourth,
while the $100. birds did not get a place. Sometimes, and
very often, a breedei- becomes overstocked, and linds that he
must either sell a lot, or give them away, as he cannot use a

the

official list of

bird got

awards comes out,

lirst prize,

crowded breeding loft, and has no other place in which to
put them in such cases. I have seen Tumblers easily worth
$10. each, go for a, dollar each, aud pairs of Jacobins,Pouters
Fans, etc. go for $5. per pair, that are well worth $10. to $1.5.
Right here is the benefit of a good reputation. Wlien the
old l)reeders see by an ad. that Mr. So aud So is selling off a
they do not hesitate t(j buy, for they
that with such stock as he keeps he could not breed
a really bad bird. Someiimcf, he becomes desperate, and
sends off a lot to a dealer' and it is then and then only that
the latter has good birds. Bui the trouble is that he does
not know the best ones, as the breeder i-arely takes the
lot

of surplus birds,

know

trouble to send a

list of

leg-band numbers.

Reverting to prices however, as connected with birds ordered especially for good lofts, I would say, don't buy cheap
" I can sell you such and such
If a fancier writes you
birds.

PIGEONS AND A [J. ABOUT THEM.

;,n

Mirds at $10. per pair; but
$20., '

don't

bang on

I

can send you such and such at

to that extra $10., I>ut send

it

along-,

and you won't regret it. The average breeder who writes in
such a strr.in, is not trying to make $10. extra out of you
though yo\i may think so liut knows just what he is writ)

(

ing about.
of lofts in America,
$75. is a
turned out but in Engdand birds
have brought as higli as $.iOO. per pair and even more.

Taking the average value

liigh price lor the best birds

;

As stated, tlie best way is to write to reputable fanciers,
and then use your own judgment, though of course one'
should give due heed to any suggestions from them. Personally I would rather at any time pay $100. for one pair of really
good birds, than $100. for ten pair of ordinary ones. In other
words I would expect better results out of the two first class,
tip top birds, than out of the twenty, many of which would
probably not suit

Oue
late,

my

ideas at

all.

modern buyer, lies in the fact that of
our American fanciers are adopting the English

advantage to the

many

of

These circulars give a description
and price of each bird, and are very convenient for both buyer
and seller. A good circular saves the writing of a vast lot of
As fast as liirds are
letters, and covers the case thoroughly.
If more of our
sold, they can be checked off and so marked.
breeders would adopt this style, they would be surprised at

style of sale circulars.

the saving of time.

A spring sale circular of fantails would lie something like
the following page, and it can be seen that the buyer can
look it over ami order at once just what he wants, and thus
save the delay of correspondence. And further, the novice
has the same chance, as the description means exactly what
it

says,

and the birds are open

ti.i

all.
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J. JOHNSON,
Proprietor,
BOSTON, MASS.

Blue Coi;k. '0(i. Xo. til. good sound color, ii little coarse in
head and ueck good flat tail. A good lirecder, and of
;

excellent blood.
2.

White beu. '1)7.
to wry tail.
style.

3.

Black hen.

Price $15.

N"o. 108.

Good

all

over save

sliylit

'90.

No.

7.

Very

rich

sound

color.

A

Tail very large but not regular
for a small high styled cook. Best of stock.
sized.

4.

tendency

Excellent head, neck and body, sui)erl_>
Fine stock bird.
Price $10.

White cock.

little

Good

over
cross

Price SS.

Imp. from Brown. England. Bather large
English tyiie. Good record in the show pen. A very
handsome bird all over. Re ison for selling, have lired
him four seasons and am through with the cross. A
very valuable bird for any breeder. Cost $45. Price 825.
'01.

These birds are just as represented, or
reply will oblige as the mating season is

jio sale.

now

An

early

on.

Very truly yours,
Cir.^s. J.

Joiixsox.

Five hundred circulars like the al>ove would cost Mr. Johnson only a small sum, and they do away with tlie necessity
for all kinds of answers to all kinds of Letters.
I notice that many of our fanciers are adopting this method in their advertisements, and tliey certainly show wi...djin

by

so doing.

12
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Before leaviiii;- the subject of biiyin<; and selling, I want to
say that tlie la.st thing of whicli the true fancier thinks is the
actual money he makes out of his hobhy. If he can only get
enough out of his surplus birds to i)ay for his feed and expenses and have enough over to be aljie to buy an occasional
" good one" that strikes his fancy, he is happy.
No, the breeding of pigeons, by the man who is a true fancier, ( and I ought to write the word " fancier,'' in capital letters ) is no sordid, money-making affair.
When we tliiuk of tlie good sensible business men who
work aliead getting their birds ready for a show; who pay
for shipping boxes and exjiressage, then entry fees, then
railroad fare, hotel bills, etc aside from the time lost from
business, and go a thousand miles to a show, when all they
if they should be fortunate enough to
could possibly win
would be the magniticent
win first, second and third
sum of four dollars, we can liegin to realize that it is not
the money they make or can expect to make out of their
birds, that keeps these royal good fellows in the fancy.

—

—
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THE LOFT.

now suppose

that the fancier has purchased his
ready to try the mysteries of breeding-.
His heart is full of hope, and he will liiid himself
sitting for hours in his loft, watching his birds.
will

birds aud

is all

he will open his window aud let
if he has Hying birds,
he will let them out. If he is starting a yard loft, he will
find It a good idea to have his bob-wire in position, so that
he can keep the run of his ilock. It is all right to clap a
board in front of an entrance hole or jam ones hat in it, if no
board is handy after the birds are in, but an easily shifted
bob-wire is almost a necessity in every loft of flying birds,
and is so handy that no loft is complete without it. Tlie
idea in a shifting one is that it can be hung on the wall or
slid to one side when not in use, and then only a slight ])ush
puts it in place and the fancier can go away with the knowledge that as fast as each bird goes in it is there to stay till
he lets it out.
If

he has a large

his birds bathe,

air coop,

if it is

a pretty day, or

To make it, make a frame like a slate frame, and fasten by
hinges to the upper part, a small strip'inio which three stiff
and heavy wires have been drilled. Have thtni just long
enough to fall past the lower part of the frame and have the
strip work so easily that the slightest push of a bird will
cause it to swing inward. Pieces of thin leather will do as
well as the hinges and being protected from the weather,
One can work one of the sliding bobwill last a long time.
wires by a cord, so as to open or shut it without going into
the

loft.
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TRAINING COOPS.
ANOTHER

very necessary thinj; just iiuw, is a. lot of
coups. It is hard to get along witliont tbem,
for not only is it necessary to train birds for the show
pen nowadays, bnt in the almost constant handling of ones
liirils ill some shape or form, one needs a convenientplace into
which to slip them for the time being. They can also be
used for mating pens, for hospital use, if one has sick birds,
tiaiiiiiig

and for solitary coiilhieraeut. For these two latter reasons,
if for no other, I keep my training coops in one of the lower
lofts away from even the sight of the birds in the loft proper.
Get any tinner or wire worker (if you are not in a city
where exhibition coops can be bought) to make yon a wire
front six feet long and eighteen inches high, with top of
same dimensions.
In this he should pnt three wire piartitions eighteen inches
square.
Make a sliding door, vertical, in each of the four
coops, that will drop of its own weight. Tou will then have
the front and top of four coops.
Next, take light poplar or pine nicely smoothed, and make
the base and back. Take boards twentj' inches wide and
nail them at right ahgles, with a small cross strip to hold
them firm. The boards should be six feet long and the extra widtli, especially the bottom board, is to give a ledge on
which feed and water cups can be placed.
By watching the measurement, the tier of four coops will
fit in exactly.
They weigh little and handle very easily
Their utility does not stop in the loft, for they make good
show pens. The backs, and in fact the entire wood work,
should be nicely painted a dark blue. It is astonishing how
much travel they will stand if made properly. All that is
needed is to fasten the coops down with double pointed tacks.
Willi tliese coops in place, the fancier is all ready for the
seasons breeding.
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MATING.
NATURALLY,

under the above head, the

first thing is,
the time to mate. This is governed, as are many
other things, by the latitude in wliicli tlie l:ireeder
lives.
In the old days, the people all over the world, seemed
to mate up everything on the 14th. of February.

In the latitude in which I live, I do not think that dale is
provided we have had a severe winter. But if the
winter has been mild, I am always inclined to wait, for fear
a delayed cold snap will catch my young birds at the most
too early,

critical time.

In the latitude in which Chicago lies, I think the 1st. of
March about right, but this also is governed by the weather
and also by the kind of loft a man has.
1

like to get an early start,

l)ossible

by the

first

in order to

judge as nearly as

pair of young, as to whether or not

I

have made mistakes in mating.
If one mates late in the season, he has little chance to undo
any mistake that he has made. Again, if the birds have
been separated during the time intervening between Sept.
and the middle of February, they are vigorous and hearty
and in a condition to not only throw strong young, but to
feed and care for them well afterwards. Therefore I would
suggest that time spent on the theory that a certain date is
the time to mate, is time wasted. One should use his judgment and when he believes that the worst of the weather is
It is also well to remember that durover, he should mate.
ing the eighteen days of hatching, it makes little difference
what the weather is.
It will seem foolish to my readers, who are old fanciers, to
I'o into detail over mating, yet there are untold thousands of
men and boys in America, wlio cannot tell a cock from a hen
even when both are "playing," and would have no idea what
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steps

tLi

pursue

they were presented wUli an uiuiuited pair.

if

if they had the two udd birds, they woukl
simply put them in the loft together aud that would be the
end of it, for they would mate themselves. But, say they
had a Magpie cook aud a Turbit hen, and a Turbit cock and
a Magpie hen that had persisted in mating the wrong way,
We think, in our love of
the}' would be at their wits ends.
pigeons, that everybody feels as we do, knows what we do,
yet the great masses of the people ai-e as ignorant of
etc.
what is almost a part of our Bible to us, as we are of occult
sciences. Take one hundred men as we meet them along the

Very naturally,

;

crowded streets of a great city, and ninety-nine would not
know a Barb from a Pouter, and the last man would probably
ask you what nuide the Barb's eyes so red and sore. He
would add that the pigeons (or doves, as he would call them)
that he had "when he was a boy," never had sore eyes like
that.

This book was written for the masses, not for the favored
who know as much about pigeons as X do, (and some of
them more,) and therefore I go into detail over little things,
in the hope tliat I may make them so pilain that any man
who has a kindly feeling for our liobby, may take the book,
follow its instructions and soon become one of the "anoint-

few,

ed," as

it

were.

The question

is

often asked,

how

to tell a

cock from a hen.

a rule, the cock is the lai-ger and coarser bird, uses a
longer note, "plays" more, and in short acts more the devoted lover. Fur instance, a cock is apt to circle around the
bird to which he is playing, whether it be a cock or hen;
,\s

while about the only motion of the hen

to raise

and lower

the head quickly and take a few steps forward,

spreading

both wings and

tail.

Her note

is

is

very short and sharp and

lacks the resonaut "roll" of the cock.
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suddenly tilt
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is

generally con-ect,
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to hold the bird,

to be tested, loosely in the hand.

forward.

If it

throws down

its tail to

Then

balance

a cock. If it throws it up, it is a hen. Where I am at
uncertain, I generally use the solitary plan, that is, I shut
the bird in a training coop, where it cau neither see nor hear
it

is

all

another bird. After a day or two, I nut a bird of the supposed opijosite sex, in the next jien and the first bird will
generally show its sex at once.
Often two cocks will mate, and they often do this in spring
when they have been kej^t away from the hens all winter. In
such cases, I at once take away the cock that has gone to the
other ones nest, for I have found that they often become so
attached to each other, as to intefere with taking up with
On
their own hens wheu the latter are turned into the loft.
the same ijrincipal, two hens will mate in the winter loft, and
it is not an unusual thing for them to make a nest, lay two
eggs each and try to hatch them.
When a fancier selects two birds, and builds his hopes on
subsecjuent nesting, he often runs
a speedy mating and
against two very perverse ))igeon natures. Sometimes they
Someflglit at first, through the bars that separate them.
times neither will pay any attention to the other and sometimes one will resist each and every advance of the other. In
such cases, solitary confinement is the great method. Take
the birds as far away from tlie breeding loft as jjossible shut
them up, say one in an out house, and the other in a box in
;

the cellar, if the latter is dry. The point is to get them
where they cannot see or hear a pigeon of any kind. As I
once said, I have taken two perverse birds of this kind and
have given them such.a dose, that either one would try to
mate with its own reflection in a looking glass.
The old style mating coop is a double coop with a slide in
the centre. The birds are separated till the supposed proper

I
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time, aud tlieu the slide

is

witlidrawD,

tlirowing

tlie coo^i in

to one.

But

tliis is

really

way as the other. The
move aud coo iu a double eoop and

not so speedy a

birds cau hear eaeli other

thus a stubborn bird does not get that lonesome feeling that
it, wheir put off by itself.
I have never yet failed
to make a.mating I desired, but I once spent three weeks on
two jiarticularly stubborn birds.

conies over

Unmated birds should never, under any circumstances, be
allowed in the breeding bift. If an odd cock, he is liable to
crowd on a nesting ben, while her mate may be away, and
break the eggs or cause her to tramjjle on her young while
very small.
one right after
I have seen an odd cock visit several nsets,
the other and cause trouble iu each. .Sumetimes they attack
defenceless young in a neighboring nest and pick them
terribly.

\n (_>dd hen, \\"hil(.' not so ])ad, is also a nuisance, ioi when
the mating fever is on her, she will often crowd in on a pair
that are just nicely mated and brea.k them up, as the cock
will become undecided as to wliicb is his irrate.
same

iu which the hens are confinevery odd bird and all young
birds as soon as they are done feeding from their i)arents.
I

ed

use a lower room, the

in winter,

ti(io<l

aud into

it 1 ]Jiit

breeding birds often breed so fast that tliey will have
niatiired ]>air on the bift Hoor and another, just

a nearly

Iiiilcheil, in
I

the nest.

be seen liow necessary it is to get the older
out of the way, so that the " pigei.ius' milk" may go

will therefore

young

to the tiny ones iu the nest.

!
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WHAT TO
IF

MATE.

lias bought his lairds from a reliable man,
would advise him to follow the directions of the hitter

the fancier
I

as to mating,
or should

know

for the first season. The breeder knows,
the points in his strain and his advice is

nearly always correct.

But in mating the next season, the fancier should use his
judgment. He has by this time acquired a knowledge cf
each bird among his breeders, and he should have carefully
studied his young, so as to know all the best points in each.

Keduced

to a science,

mating correctly consists

in so select-

that their progeny will combine the best
For examjile say I have a Fantail cock, the
It may liave plenty of
tail of which I do not consider good.
feather, yet it is not even. Tlie feathers are liroad and stiff,
with no tendency to fray on the edges; but he may have a
.tendency to open centre or bunclies, or s]dits in the side.
ing two birds
points of both.

;

always to throw young
and without the bunches
and splits, I select a hen much smalk'r in size and with the
most "regular" tail lean get. I want every feather in its
exact place. By a mating of this kind, I am liable to get
small compact young with splendid, even tails, for the regularity of tail iu tlie cock's blooil is added to tlie regularity

Now,

if I

find that his tendency

with the same

that

is

is

Ijroad, stiff feather,

apparent at a glance in

tlie

hen.

hen will often be
beautiful young of the requisite '-fine" appearance. Sucli birds as 1 have described arc invaluable in
\vlio has a loft
a loft. Tlie successful l)veeder is not the o- e

A coarse

found to

cock of any

l)rced,

or a coarse

thr...w

of breeders

that are all prize winning show birds, but

who

has a loft of birds, not all typical specimens but wliicli have
the power to transmit the proper points to their otfspriiig.
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Hence the necessity for constant study. No old breeder,
no matter how exjjert he may be, can go into a strange loft
and tell the owner just what to mate. Tie must know what
the birds have thrown the season or two before. Yet it is a
fact, that if he could be show., the young, he could get a
very fair idea.

Now

that the birds are mated, don't try to make their nest
Let them alone, for they will attend to the house
keeping. I have known men so green that they inshsted on
making great nests of hay etc. for their birds.
for them.

Get the small tobacco stems of which I have treated before,
and scatter them on the floor. But remember that the eggs
must be watched for the first few days. I have seen birds so
active in building, that they would rear great piles, and completely cover their eggo. (Sometimes an egg slips down endways between two stems that are particularly coarse, and a
young hen will never be able to work it back. Old ones seem
to have little trouble, but a young hen will go placidly along
with a cold egg some inches Ijelow her.

Every time fresh stems are carried in, the nest rises still
higher above the neglected egg. The danger in very high
that the young birds in their struggles for food,
slip over the side of the nest and can never
scramble back. If both fall out, the hen will often move to
them; but sometimes she sits on the original nest and lets
nests

is,

sometimes

the young ones

As soon

chill.

put the date ou it with an idelshould be in every loft. I don't
believe in handling eggs very much, but they can stand a
great deal of handling and not be affected at all.
as an egg

ible xjencil,

which

is laid,

latter
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HATCHING.
period
THEweather,

of Incubation is eighteen

days in nice

and one or two days longer

in cold

warm

weatln'i-.

The second egg is laid on the second day after the first.
always well to have dummy eggs in the loft. Sometime.;
a pair may be " located " with one. For instance, if they are
undecided as between several nests and you desire them to
use a certain one, it is often the case that when they see an
egg in one certain box they will at once adopt that box.
It is

But the great point in the dummy egg is that it produces
an equal time of hatching of both eggs. Some hens do not
stay regularly on the nest till the second egg is laid, while
The latter is
othei's set closely from the laying of the first.
often the case with young hens with their first eggs.
In this way the flr.=t egg starts on its incubation two days
prior to the other, and the y.)ung bird is therefore out and
wanting to be fed two dajs before its nest mate.
It thus gets a good start, and is striving for food, before the
other has strength enough to lift its head. It gets the majority of the food, for the old ones are prone to feed whatever beak is raised first and it waxes strong and grows, while
the other is neglected, for as it grows weaker day by day, its

chances for food grow

less.

The dummy egg does away with

all this,

gives the eggs an

and thus produces even incubation. It is made by
bard-boiling an infertile egg, or in fact any egg for which the
owner may have no use.
Sometimes young birds, especially the high bred ones, are
very weak in spite of an equal time of incubation. Sometimes by ?ome chance, one youngster thrives and the other
docs not, and in this case I always shift the stronger young
even start

bird under

another pair,

The reason

for this

is

obvious.
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The wiiule care of the real parents is centered on the weak
youngstei, while if the foster parents are neglectful of the
other, it can get along very well for a day or two while the
weak one is " catching up. "
happen before the youngster is large enough
thread around its leg, and mark on your
"bhifteii young bird,
loft register a pencil nieniorandura.
thread on right leg, from pair 10 to pair 4. " Then when the
conditions of the two young seem equalized, put the orphan
back, take off the thread and put on your band. Enter it in
your loft register and erase the pencil memorandum. This
.should this

to

band,

prevents

tie a little

all

mistakes.

i'I(;ku.\s

and all

Ai;()i:r i'jiem.
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SHIFTING EGGS AND YOUNG.
AF'rEli marking

the date of tlic laying of a pair of eggs,
look at them carefully the sixtli day afterwards. Hold
tliem in front of ycjur lamp, or take them to the siiu
and note their appearance. If they look clear and yello\¥,
tliey are infertile and will not hatch, but if they are inclined
to be opaque or if you can see little veins, they are ail right.

Right here I want to give some advice that it will be well
heed. 1 have spent years " helping" birds and I iind the
following the best plan, especially with young birds. I want
to preface this by the statement, that a young pair of mated
to

birds are

have

much

like a j'oung

pair of house keepers;

they

lots to learn.

If I Iind that a young pair have one fertile egg, I put away
the other and let them go on with one. If both are infertile
1 gat one egg from another jiair, mark it jdainly with the
pencil, make a pencil mem. in the loft register, and let them
hatch it. It is a wonderful helper in " steadying" a youngpair, for the care of feeding after the long rest of hatching,
takes a great deal of the crankiness from them, and they

settle

down.

On the other hand, if you take the eggs away, it unsettles
them, and they are apt to rush to laying again, and the second pair of eggs, (from the fact that the parents have had no
When this youngster so hatchreal rest,) are apt to be bad.
ed is banded, I credit it to the pair that laid the egg, so it
will be seen that there is no chance for any mistake.
of

mating

a pair has I)Oth

young

Here comes the beauty
day, for,

if

shell, or just after, there are

young' can be borrowed.

all

the birds on the same

die in

coming out

of the

always other nests out of which
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a matter of fact,

ster a short

a pair of

time ago, just after

young faus lost their youngit got through the shelL

Unfortunately, I did not have another of just the right age,
threw the dead one away, thinking that would end it.
But the parents stayed right on the vacant nest and I found
the heii still there, on the third morning after her young
died.
I knew this would never do, so in despair I went to the
swallow lott and brought over a young bird at least a week
old, and clipped it under her.
To my surprise, she cuddled
over it and began feeding at once, and it is strong and hearty
to-day, while the old birds are contented and building again.
so I

4^

liSi
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HELPING YOUNG.
give up an egg,
NEVEK
dead.
have

or the young one in it, till it is
eggs completely chilled, cracked
eggs, eggs with pieces ahsolutely broken out, that
hatched, and youngsters that were picked up stiff on a loft
floor, that soon came to life and flourished.
After an egg lias gotten well along in the process of incubation, it will stand a great deal. It not cracked so badly as
to let the white run out, paste a little court plaster over it,
ir a piece of postage
stamp. If a little piece is broken out,
do the same.
I

.seen

•

you find a youngster out of the nest and chilled, hold it
your warm hands and gently breathe on it, and then as
soon as it moves, sli]i it under a close setting hen. It is rarely necessary to bring it in to the fire, for the warmth of the
bird is more natural, and again, when it begins moving, the
hen is liable to give it warm food.
If

in

Along about the eighteenth day,

it is well to look at all
the little dotted break in the shell looks all right,
and you can hear the young bird working merrily away, it is
no doubt strong and active and will get through without any
help. Look at it again the next day, say 24 hours after,
and if the broken line is no further along, it is a good idea to
help a little, but be very careful and do not over do the matter.
I take my thumb nail and gently, very gently, indent a
continuation of the line, or make a very small hole.

eggs.

Id

Now, don't hurry the
you do

too

bird.

Give

much and puncture one

it

plenty of time, for

if

of the little veins, the bird

Hundreds of thousands of young birds are killed,
is lost.
through the impatience of the fancier. I have knofln many
cases where it took three days for a bird to emerge from the
Remember the
shell even after it had made a good break.
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and

is bfoouiiug
out the empty
If they do iiot^
shells, and often with a great deal of pride.
take them out gently as suou as possible for they are iu the
way. Again; I have seen the bloody half i.>f the first egg,
slip over the second egg and stick, and retard the progress of
the second bird. All these little matters go to show how
careful, how watchful the conscientious fancier must be.

growing

bird

is

more

brittle.

all

the

tiiiii-,

tliu

shell

I'sually the old liirds bring

But for all this patience and perseverance, he gains his reward when the young birds beautiful in their style, their
marking, their lovely contour of body, and all the little
points so necessary to the really fine pigeon, step out on the
Lie knows that while they are directfloor to delight his eye.
ly descended from their parents, it is his skill and care,
aided by his instinctive love for the beautiful, that has made
If among them there are a few that can
are.
be decked with the coveted blue ribbons, in keen competiti(;n, then his cup of happiness is indeed ftill to overflowing..

them what they

The young being now out

of the eggs, all we have to do is,
watch and see that they are fed evenly,
that is, that both are fed about the same amount and neither
neglected. It is a good idea to feed rather early iu the
morning, and theu the hens will leave the nests with their
young in them, eat a little, and htirry back, leaving the cocks
to get good full crops of feed prior to relieving the hen, at
which time she will eat enough for the afternoon and night.

as stated before, to

I

mention this from the

fact,

that

if

a

morning feed

is

de-

hens are ap)t to stay otf too long.
More young die through being chilled in the morning, than
It is well to watch, and if you notice a
at any other time.
young bird quivering its little wings, shaking with cold and
gaping at intervals, hurry and slip it under another hen for
the time being, till it gets thoroughly warm.

layed

till

late in the day, the
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BANDING.

ALONG

about the fourth or sixth day, the young are
about ready to band, but there is no hurry about it.
Use your Ovvn judgment and wh'en you think the foot
is hirge enough to keep the band in ])lace, put it on.
I do not believe in early banding, as the band-i keep slipping off and getting lost in the nests and tlie operation must
lie done over and over.
This is needless, when we remember
that a quite goodly sized bird can be banded if the foot is
held right.

Draw the three front toes together and slip the band up on
the foot. Theu gently squeeze the back toe up and parallel
with the leg, and the band will slip over. Then gently pull
out the back toe with thtimb and forefinger.

A young bird's foot is very flexible, and will adapt itself to
almost any position, and though bands may seem to slip on
with a great deal of squeezing, there is absolutely no danger
of harming the young bird.
The size of band to be used is governed very much by the
kind of bird bred. All good band makers make four sizes,
ranging from a Turbit or Owl size, to a Pouter or Runt size.
If

a

man

belongs to a Swallow, Fan, Turbit, Owl, Magpie,

any other Club, lie should of course use the particular
band adopted by that club, giving a preference always to the
enamel band.
Many breeders, who have achieved a reputation for turning out first class stock, use on one of the legs, a private aluminum band bearing their own initials. This is a sort of
"uaraiitee that the bird came from a noted loft, and is a coror

rective against tricky fellows who sell birds that they
were bred in certain well known lofts.

claim
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THE LOFT REGISTER.
one of the most importaDt adjuncts to the
THIS
know of a dozen styles, each of which claimed

loft.

is

is

best

Twombly's,

A

by the author but know of none better than
which is made by a regular publishing house.

register such as the above,
for a loft

something like

is

suited for a loft where

but a very concise register can be
where only one kind of birds are ever bred

several varieties are kept

made

;

this.

isas.

12\

COCK.

S03

18

y

Pair

Xo.

12.

Pail-

\n.

18.

724

H EX.

.sOfi

107

Young
12.

18.

birds liatched 1S9S.
42.

43.

"
r.)

10!

I

.-..>

1

1
714

I

to be

.1.

cock:.

J

\

HEN.

I

Young
08.

birds
S2.

li.atcliiMl

S3,

ISOs.
ilT

98.
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Now see how easy the next year shows for itself. Say the
breeder wishes in 1899 to mate two of the birds he raised the
season before. Tlie record would be somethiu"' like this.
1899.

803

COCK,

42

809

Pair

y

No.

14.

81.5

HEN.

03

8^0

Young
32.

By turning

33.

liirds
4.5.

halclied
40.

LSil9.

()7.

08.

a few jiages one can go back four generations.
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SELLING BIRDS.
is

IT to

uiiw time for the fancier wlio has
Ijegiu thiuliiing of selliuf;-

will find that a

modest card

had

avera<;e success,

and he
good pigeon paper will

his suiplus birds,
in a

be a good investment.

make no mistake if he states
from the lofts of the old breeder
from whom he bought it. There are many whose names are
household words in the fancy. Some of them have spent a
life time in breeding one jjarticular variety and have bred it
to a point about as near perfection as can well be attained.
It is especially in the beginning of his career as a seller,
that the fancier must be particularly honest and square in
all his statements, regarding birds he is offering for sale.
It
is far better to sell good birds at a low price than to sell ordinary ones at a high price. A satisfied customer makes others,
but a dissatisired patron can cause a world of trouble.
If

he

is

unknown, he

frankly that his stock

will

is

And the very fact that customers must be suited, again
shows how necessary it is for one to attend to his cjwn birds.
Servants and helpers are all right as far as they go. They
can feed, and clean the loft, but when it comes to banding,
or selecting for a customer, they don't know how to do it.
I have a colored man who for eight long years has helped
with my loft but if ho knows a single bird in it, or any cock
from any hen, I don't know it.
;

Servants do their work in a perfunctory sort of way. They
are often willing and anxious and will do carefully anything
they are told to do bnt they simply follow directions with;

taking any real interest in the work, and should not
therefore be trusted with anything important.
oitt

;
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SHIPPING ON APPROVAL.
an order comes in asking that birds
OFTEX
approval.
do not believe in this at

all,

I

be sent on
two

for no

men always

agree on types of birds.
of fans, that I might consider lirst class
in every respect, but they might not suit some other man.
The customer may be absolutely fair and honest, and may
write "if the birds don't suit me I will pay expenses of tranIf they suit
sit both ways, so that you may be out nothing.
I will willingly send you the price asked".
I

might have a pair

Now let us take a case. I get an order from John Smith of
Denver, Col., for a pair of birds of a certain type. In other
words the cock must have certain points, and the hen certain
other points.
It happens that I do not have a pair already mated, just as
Mr. Smith likes them but I want to suit him so I break two
pairs that are on eggs, taking the cock of one and the hen of
the other. (In my own case I could save the eggs by transbut some other
ferring them under two pairs of Swallows
;

;

breeder might not be so well prepared.)
lose two jiairs of eggs, naturally equivalent to
young birds. 1 ship this pair to Mr. Smith, and
he does not like them, and he returns them. So far so good
but suppose they never reach him through some accident on

Well, say

two pairs

I

of

the railroads. Suppose one bird smothers before reaching
him. Suppose they reach him all right, and are started
home too soon, and one of them dies after reaching home
or both are sick and useless, or, suppose the train is wrecked
and they never get home at all, where do I stand? Would Mr-

Smith be willing to pay for his experiment'.' It is either
express company or both.
trouble with Mr. Smith or with the
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An express company let a bird escape fur me ouce, and it
took rae two j'ears to get the inouej' for it. I had to go
through three courts before I got it, and liow much does the
reader suppose I had left after paying my attorney'.'
1

admit that the danger

will

ly so great as that of

When

of losing the birds
not suiting the customer.

a regular sale

is

is

not near-

made, the birds belong to the buyer
is the end

as soon as they are in the Express otMce,and that
of

it.

has been made, the
He has described
them as they are, and, if they do not suit the particular taste
of the buj'er, it cannot be helped.
If a

correct c.escription

of the birds

fancier need not trouble himself further.

always liable to occur, and then the real
always ready to meet his customer more than

Little errors are
'

fancier"

is

half way.
of men who attempt to pose as fanciers,
not the first instinct of a gentleman fancier. They
are in the fancy as a business proposition, and for what they
can make. The great beauty is that they don't last long,
and soon drift out of what they have only served to disgrace.

There are plenty

who have
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SHIPPING BIRDS.
being ordered, the next point
get them
THEthebirds
buyer
good shape, and mach depends on
is

to

in

to

this.

A rough uncouth box, filthy inside, and containing
rumpled and half famished pigeons is not a good card of introduction.

Yet there are two extremes, a fancier may ship birds in too
large a box, thus entailing an expense for transporting a lot
of surplus wood, when the expressage on the pigeons themselves

is

plenty.

A

man's own judgment should guide hlni as to the size of
a shipping box. What is needed is just ejiough room to keep
the birds from being squeezed. For one pair I usually take
a box about 18 to 20 inches square, and for two pairs a box
half as much larger. Three pairs of Fantails can go nicely
wide. It should be at least
in a box 24 inches lung by 18
12 inches and 15 high if possible, as height is a great thing
to stoj) all danger from either draughts or suffocation. I
have seen many a fine bird come to a show dead in the box,
because its owner was too saving of space.
I

have never yet

lost a bird

years; and

from suffocation

in

shipping,

I never
used a combination box of wood
and canvas but of late years use only wood. It is useless to
go to the expense of having flue boxes made, when they can
be picked lip for a song at any grocery store. Again, the
wood box is far safer than any combination wood aud canvas
box, and the Express companies do not charge any fancy

in all these

use a low box.

I

Formerly

attribute itto the fact that
I

;

rates on

it.

All through the West and South there is a cracker box In
general use, that nuxkes the very best kind of a shipping
box. The wood is light yet strong, and a few extra nails will
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make

it

safe for a trip of

auy distance.

If

the inside of the

box is rough a little x'^pei' pasted around the inside, as far
up as the birds reach, and can be ])ut on in a few moments.
My regular box when ready for the trip looks like this.

iJox for Transportation of ilirds Sold.

be noticed that there is only one hole in the top,
the hand-hole, for which every messenger will thank you.
It offers him an easy way in which to handle the box, and
you don't need to tell him for he will take in the situation
at a glance and use it.
There are no other holes in the top
to let in dirt, and the ventilating holes are far above the
birds so that no draughts can strike them. At one corner
and about two inches from the bottom, cut a sqi.are hole just
large enough to bold an ordinary tin cup. Pry off the lower
part of the handle, bend it up, and tack it to the end of the
handle, bend it up, and tack it to the end of the box till
about one third sliows on the outside of the box.
It will

Then get
urated,
is

a

common sponge

and put

it

in place.

that will till the cup wIjcu satIf th,'> the trip is a long one, it

well to fasten the sponge in. Birds can be sent on a six
trip, with a water cup of this kind.

days
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I always taok on the side near the cup, a card with the request in plain letters, " PLEASE WATER HERE. "

In the bottom of the box, put clean sawdust. It is useless
box inside, for the birds are prone to climb up
on it and soil the contents. Again pigeons do not eat much
on a trip of this kind, and a handful of feed in one corner is

to put a feed

;

plenty.

For a short trip, say of twenty-four hours, 1 never put in
water at all. A bird can easily go so long as that except in
very hot weather, and never feel it, and this does away with
any danger of soiling.
Pigeons do very little fighting while on a railroad triji. The
noise and bustle and the constant shaking keeps each one
busy with its own troubles. When possible, always send a
postal card a day ahead, stating on what train you will ship.
Also notify the purchaser to give the birds a bath as soon as
possible, for a bath after a trip
is

is

as

much

of a luxury,

as

it

to one of us.
tlie number of birds in the box plainly on the
This saves tilting up and peering into the box at

Always mark
outside.

the express

office.

Write the directions plainly, and also your own address.
There is then no chance for mistakes and everyl>ody who sees
the birds in transit, will know who they arc from.

'^-'-?^^<^^

;
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CLEANING BIRDS.
soiuctimes a inan sells birds that liave been exposed to
soot, it is necessary to clean tliem, for the
man -who lives in the country, or in a small town, can't
realize how easily birds soil in a city, and is often disposed
to condemn the bird or the breeder without stoi:)13ing to think.
Sometimes, really clean birds will have nesting or feeding
marks, especially when well along in the breeding season.

As smoke and

The only way to clean birds is to wash them. Formerly I
did not believe in this, but I find by sad experience that it is
the only thing.
To wash birds, iirst prepare about three vessels of wateri
Let the first be warm, the second luke(soft if possible.)
warm and the third with the chill just taken off. Into each
put a little blueing. Take castile soap and make a good lather in the first vessel. Take the bird in tlie left hand and first
wet his wings and tail spread them on the table, one at a
time, and gently sponge outward from the body. Don't be
afraid of hurting the feather for it will stand plenty of scrubbing. Xow get the sponge full of good strong suds, or lathRub along the back, down
er, and rub down from the head.
the breast, and also wash the legs and feet.
;

Get a good lather
is

all

over the bird, for a bird half washed

a sight.

Now ri.;se the sponge and put him into the next vessel
going ijuiekly over him to get all traces of soap off; and then
into the third, into which you can put his entire body, and
let him struggle and spla.'^h. Have a good coarse towel ready,
warm if possible, and wrap him in it (juickly, then as the
1(i\vel absorbs the moisture take him out and let liim flutter.
Tlieii put in a wire cage close to a good warmth. I usually
take a wire mating coop, put clean saw-dust in the liottom.

—
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on a chair in front uftlie open stove oven. A
waslied bird looks terribly at first but soon begins to change.
The average amateur will be disappointed at first, and
think lie has made a mistake; but "it all comes out in the
antl i)lace It

;

wash"

as

he will

find.

One cannot take the bird out and
that

is,

as long as it don't chill

let it flutter

— for

too often,

this soon gets the fibre

into condition. After the bird is thoroughly dry, a little
rubbing with a silk handkerchief, the right way of the feather is quite a help.
Unless the weather is very warm it is
better to keep the bird in a warm room for at least two hours
and longer if possible. When every feather is in place, and
the bird has recovered its natural body heat, the change in
appearance is wonderful.

Sponge the head carefully.
about an ounce of castile soap
use too much blueing. A few
glycerine in the third wash
;

amateur

to try

it.

In

making

tlie

lather dissolve

two pints of water. Don't
drops is enough. Some use
but I would not advise the

to
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SICKNESS

IN

THE LOFT.

the rules that I have given as to wholesome food,
\vatei', plenty of grit, no draughts, and cleanliness
of the loft, are observed there will be little sickness if
any. I do not believe that I have had a really sick bird for
years. There are times when all the birds seem to get droopy
and out of condition, and this is always caused by the weather, or something that has affected their digestive organs.
all

IF pure

The most simple remedies are always the best, and the
best simple thing to "brace upi" a lot of birds is an iron tonic
which can be made by putting a lot of iron filings into their
drinking water. These can l)e had at almost any blacksmith
shop; lint if not at hand, a handful of ru.sty nails will do.
Let them impregnate the water thoroughly. I usually keep
a nail or two in the water at all tisnes.
1 do not believe in this eternal "doctoring" that some fanciers

keep up.

The man who is always doctoring
same rule holds with a bird.

is

never well, and the

Sometimes the birds in a whole loft get too fat, and then a
simple cutting down of the feed will make a decided change.
It can be ]iut down as a fact that a lean l)ird is generally a
liealthy bird, and a very fat one is subject to all kinds of
disease, is drdwsy, short-winded, and a poor breeder.
there are diseases that sometimes creep in, and as it
well to be prepared for them, I will give their symptoms

Still
is

and cures.

DIARRHOE.V.
This is almost invariably caused by new feed. It will be
noticed that the evacuations are very thin and watery, and
sometimes grow into dysentery, when the passages will be
found streaked with blood.
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diet at once, giving-
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sound hard food, and as

70
it is

generally the case that the whole loft is affected if the
disease gets a good hold, put in ten drops of laudunum to
the quart of drinking water, and let the whole flock drink it.
For a mild case, in one or two birds, pen them in a warm
place, and give a few drops of castor oil.

In this connection

many

lofts,

ciers is

and in

Epsom

I

would say that the great remedy iu
by many fan-

fact about the only one used

A

salts.

iiiuch of this

crammed down

reduces fever, cleans out the
works wonders.

bird's throat,

the
bowels, and

GOING LIGHT.
This is a disease that attacks nuxny high bred birds, and
seems to be like consumption in mankind. At first a bird
goes slowly, but it soon shows in the dull eye, the ruffled
plumage, and the general apathy of the bird. I think that
the primary cause is constitutional weakness caused by close
Inbreeding. Cod liver oil is a good thing, say 5 drops
morning and night; but it docs not seem to be a permanent
cure, and I rely absolutely on Long's Lozenges, which are
jirepared specially for this disease.

I

I had not Intended to advertise anybody in this work, yet
And that it is an impossibility to refrain from it to a certain

extent.

use Long's Lozenges, the moment I notic-e a bird (either
or old) begin to show that it is "out of sorts." Half
a lozenge given to a nestling that is in bad shape will usually
revive it at once. Often, with a full grown bird, one lozenge
In regard to "going light" I have
is all that is necessary.
found them a certain cure, if taken in lime.
I

young

CANKER.
a disease that

This is
have rot had a case of

and fear. Fortunately I
long time, and never expect

detest,

I

it

in a

—
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for

auotlier,
strains,

and

I

is

know by

experience that

inherited in the

It

runs in some

egij.

I look on canker in pigeons as I do on scrofula in children,
the innocent ones are the sufferers. Canker may be dormant
in the system of many a bird, and it takes only rich and
injudicious feeding, impure water, lack of exercise, and such
It usually shows in the mouth, and
causes, to develop it.
sometimes in the ear. In old birds, when I had it in my
(I will say frankly that I
loft, I paid little attention to it.

consider a breeding bird, with canker in its system absoluteWatch conditicns
It is no good for a breeder.

ly valueless.)

ever so carefully, and the disease will show in the young,
and I do not consider a cankered young bird worth saving.

A fancier may dislike to kill a finely bred young bird that
shows canker Ijut if he will take my advice he will kill it at
once, and try and forget about it as soon as possible.
;

a faucier wishes to cure canker

If

let

him take

a

common wood

—

for the time being,
tooth-pick and pry out the

cheesy matter. Be very careful and not draw blood: if he
does, let him soak it up with cotton, for it is poison, pure

and simple.

Then use any ordinary cathartic, and give the bird actions
Then build up the bird with any tonic stimu-

of the bowels.
lant.

A

good

made up

of glycerine and carbolic acid,
one of the last. Often, by following
the above directions, a bird may be gotten into shape, but I

lotion

ten drops of the
arn

is

first

willing to stake

to

my

reputation as a fancier, that the
its young.

disease will again show, either in the bird itself or

Again
in its

let

me go on

system

wasted.

is

record as stating that a bird with canker
not worth a penny, and time spent on it is
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EGG BOUND.
This is liardly a disease, and liappens to all sorts of hens,
but usually to small, high-bred, and therefore weak ones.
Pull a few of tlie feathers from around the vent, and hold the
bird over steam as hot as it can bear. This will cause her to
relax. Then with the little finger, apply sweet oil to the
vent, rubbing up as far as possible, jjut her back on the nest,
and she will generally come through all right.

BAKREJraESS.

Do not be in a hurry to condemn a hen that seems barren.
have known them to be barren for their first year, and be
Again I have known an old hen to
all right forever after.
be barren for one season, and then come right. This is something that man's skill cannot assist. The only thing to do,
Someis to let her go, trusting for a change for the better.
times the ben will readily adopt a pair of eggs put under her
and the rest of hatching, and the work of feeding young,
seem to change the conditions of her system, and she goes
If she goes two seasons withto laying at th'e proper time.
ottt laying, she is of no use.
I

WING

DISEASE.

Sometimes a blow may do it.
This is due to many
Sometimes it is caused by over feeding and lack of exercise,
and sometimes it is due to scrofula, which shows in a deposit
around the joints.
To cure it, look over the bird carefully, and lind where the
sore place is located. Then pluck the feathers all around
Now, the strain
it, and paint it with tincture of iodine.
must be taken entirely from the wing, so one must either
put the bird by itself in a low coop, where it cannot possibly
I like this latter plan
fly, or else pluck the wing feathers.
best, by far, for often it has the same effect as plucking the
causes.
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tail

uf

wint;,

a sick bird,

but

I

A

sliug

would not advise

it.

can be madetuLold up the
It sounds all right, but is

not jiractical.

VERTIGO.
I

have had many

letters

about this disease, and

my

invari-

able reply is "kill the bird." It is a disease of the brain,
and is nearly always fatal. I suppose that birds sometimes
get over it, liut I have yet to see a recovery from a well defined case. The best thing to do when you see the bird fall
ing and staggering is to make a cut in the roof of its
mouth enough to bleed it quite freely; if tills fails, kill
it,

and put

it

out of misery.

WOltilS.

When you see

on the floor, pushing itself
along instead of walking, it has worms. I am glad to say
that it is not a common disease, and also that it is very easy to
cure.
Get the Common worm seed from any drug store, and
give a pinch of them morning and night for two days. Open
tlie beak, and get them thoroughly down
If you cannot
get worm seed, get any kind of worm lo/.enges, and give one
a day for three days.
a bird fluttering

KOUP.
This disease is the same as roup in chickens, and shows
by a running at the nostrils and eyes. It can be cured easily
by taking it in time, and, as it is very infectious, all cases
h(.uld be removed at once.
As roup is usuallj' produced by
diaughts, or continued dampness in the loft, a complete
change of surroundings is tlie first requisite. Put the bird
in a warm sunny room or cooj) with a board floor, dry sawdust, and no draughts. Then give Epsom salts, a jiinch per
day, till the discharge is.stopjied, and the bird seemslively.
on the fancier, however, the folly of tak1 would impress
ing every little cold for roup. When a man has a slight cold
;
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As

I

am

not much of a believer in medicine fur
pigeons. Tlis great point is to keep the loft clean, and the
birds hungry, and the bugbear of "Sickness in the Loft"
liiive

liinted

will lie

I

unknown.

OTHER MINOR TROUBLES.
Tliere arc uuiuy little
are hardly

worthy

mishajis that occur in the loft that
If for instance

of being given a heading.

a bird is crop-bound, give castor oil, to affect the lower
bowels, and then gently knead the crop till the food is in
better condition to assimilate.

the fancier will carefully examine the droppings of any
he will liud that a disordered liver is the basis
of nine-tenths of all pigeon troubles. Shutting off feed is one
of the best general remedies known, and it is a very good
idea to practice this in conjunction with the giving of medIf

all'ected bird,

icine.

Sometimes a fancier will imagine that his squabs are

sick,

when the fact is they are nearly eaten up by lice every night.
They drain every particle of vitality, and, from the fact that
they come out only at night, and cannot be seen by day,
the fancier imagines that his birds are wasting away, and
jiroceeds to dose them with medicine.

There is quite a lot of pigeon talk about diptheria. and I
have read long treatises full of scientific terms regarding it,
but caie nothing for them. It is claimed that the little while
swellings on the side of the neck can be cut open, tlie contents taken out etc. In my opinion, when a youngster
starts in life with his neck in such a condition, when you begin cutting his neck, you may as well keep on, and cut oil
his head. I do not wish to be considered cruel, but it is a
mercy to them, and a mercy to the offspring that may come
I would rather have ten good sound birds,
in after years.

PIGEONS AND ALL ABOUT TIIEM.

84

than one hundred just as good looking, but Impregnated
with inherited diseases, and it is by following whati have
said, that to-day, if I miss hatching and' raising a good
sound youngster from each and every egg. It is because the
egg lacks fertility.
It is a

good thing to

their career.

First,

"vvatch

young pigeons

when the mother

at

two times

in

Jays the second time,

and the old ones are disposed to feed them hurriedly, without giving the food time to digest in their own crops. Again
when the parents stop feeding them, and the young have to
hustle for themselves. At this latter time they are apt to eat
anything and everything that they can swallow, and take
grain that is too coarse. Care should be taken to have fine
feed where they can get it.

The beginner should beware of the danger of over-crowdThe proper thing is to decide, (by experience,
loft.

ing his
if

possible,) just

how many

pairs the loft can comfortably

accommodate, and then never begin the season with more
than that number.
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BIRDS.

ou which a wliule book mi^^lit well be
it as we may,
deny it as we may,
remains that the show room is tlie Mecca

Di.sguise

the fact still
our etl'orts in the fancy.

Even the sedate

who

fancier,

who

loves birds for themselves

and can therefore never expect to
make his hobby self-supporting, will find himself ever and
anon sending a few of his birds to some nearby show "ju.st
"'
to sliow the boys what he can turn out.
alone,

rarely sells one

No matter what the
him again

result of his first attempt,

A

inherent in us

shows j

we

are cer-

he is beaten
the first time, he comes bravely to the front next time to
" show the boys that they can't do it again." Or if he wins,
he tries it again to " show the boys that he still has winners
and can breed them. "
tain to see

at further

for, if

and that is what
thought of
and talked about from one year's end to tlie other, by endesire to e.xcel

makes the show

is

all,

of the present a matter that is

thusiastic fanciers.

Showing successfully is based on just
good birds. Second, good condition,
There
least in having birds trained.
need little training, but any bird, and I

—

three things. First,
and third but not
are some birds that

—

care not what its vagain several points in the estimation of tlie judge,
Now let
if it is at home in the pen and is not afraid of him.
us take an example, and, as the pigeon is a pet, we will take
liy way of comparison, that greatest of pets, the dog.

riety, will

Suppose a friend shows you two dogs exactly alike in
weight, shape and color, and everything else in fact so much
alike that you cannot tell them apart. He asks you which
;
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the butttT lnuking dog, and you speak to them. Clue wags
up at you with a great beamiug eye full o/
affection, licks your hand, and capers around to shoAv off.
is

his tail, looks

The otlier, when you r:!ise your hand to )iat him, shies off
and stands there with liis tail l)etween his legs, watching
you with fear and trembling, and with evident indications
that he suspects you of being a dog thief.

Now wliat would you say? You would pat the loving dog
on the head and say, "this is a beauty; one of the finest dogs
but as for that cur, I wouldn't take him as a
I ever saw
gift. "
A good judge feels drawn to a good pigeon in the
same way, and he detests a bird that flutters and struggles
wildly around, every time he comes near it. I am pretly
good natured, lint a lot of wild liirds will get me terribly out
It is impossible forme, or
of humor when 1 am judging.
any other jiulge to take in the good points of a wild bird
that is scrambling up on the side of the pen, and throwing
sawdust, feed and water all over me and my book, just at the
;

I want it to stand still.
To return to the three points the good birds can be bred,
and the good condition can be produced if one has patience.

time

;

First, the bird must be clean.
Not alone the feathers, but
the legs and feet, and the beak. I have already shown that
washing, if practised carefully, will remove all dirt from the

p'umage, but to show the said plumage in the best condition,
one must not delay the washing till just before the show. If
a bird is washed a month before the show, and then kept in
a warm, dry cellar, where not a ray of sunlight can touch it,
the change in its aiipearanee will be wonderful. The sun is
a great thing for health, but it destioys that beautiful lustre
that Nature has put on most iiigeons. A little rubbing with
a silk handkerchief jusl before a show, is a great help, and
the legs and feet should lie rulibed with vinegar.
A drop or
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makes

the time that the long tier of training jiens conies

Put eaeh bird in a pen by itself, and run pasteboards between the coops, so that not one bird in tiie line can see any
other. Don't let any ]iens face other ones, Tlie point is to
keep each and every bird from laying eyes on another ])igeon
until it is in its jiroper pen in the show room.
Give a little
hemp each day in additi<ni to the other feed. Keep tlie bird
on fresli pine sawdust if ]iossiljle.
in.

Now

to train.

Teach the

l)ird

not to fear either you or any

Rap the pen smartly with the training stick.
Shake cloths in front of the birds; in fact break them just as
you would a timid horse. The more noise you make, the
more ridiculous gyrations you go through, the better. When
lliing else.

you are done, that string of birds will know that notliing is
going to hurt them. Now gain their friendship and confidence. Keeji them hungry enough to be glad to see you. as
you go down the line. Have them pine after your company.
Open the slides often and put your hand in gently, and have
some excuse for touching them with the training stick, as
often as possilde. Stroke them with it, and have them understand that it can't possibly hurt them. Use a white stick,
for that is the color the average judge uses, and the birds
will be used to it.

may sound

is method in it.
I
more noise and confusion
than in a show room, especially for the first few days of the
show. It has never yet been my good fortune to begin judging in a show room where everything was ready, and when
the hammering and sawing etc. w-as enough to have its effect
on an old timer like myself, think of what effect it must
have had on nervous birds.

All this

know

of no place

foolisli,

where there

but there
is
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Hence the great necessity

of training

young

that

l)irds so

when human

beings of either sex come past the front of the
pens, they will be glad to see them. Of all the different vaieties of birds, none will stand training better than -Pouters.
Fantails come next, but I have seen birds of almost every
known kind, come to the front of the pens, and "play" to
the judge.

remember at one of the first shows I ever judged, years
I was taking my first look along the string of short
face Tumblers, and came across a little Almond lien. She
looked so small, and so pitiful, and lonesome, that I spoke
I

ago,

kindly to her, and, much to my surprise she brightened up,
and came to the front of the pen, and curteysied to me in the

most charming manner. We had (|uite
soon had her so that when I cooed to her,
the most self-satisfied way I ever saw.

a

fiirtation,

slie

would

and

I

strut in

We became

great friends, and it is needless to say that
was through with that class, a nice blue ribbon
adorned her coop. I would not have hurt her feelings by

when

I

giving her anything

less.

merely quote this little incident to show how the average
judge is drawn towards a bird that is thoroughly trained to
I

the pen.

A bird that

shows confidence

in,'

and

affection

for

him.
If one wants to get station on his birds, and if they are inclined to crouch, a good idea is to run canvas around the
training pens, half or two thirds of the way up, so tliat the
bird is compelled to stand erect to see out.

Very naturally the man who shows Carriers, Barbs, etc.,
must see that their wattles are perfectly clean. Too much
care cannot be spent on them, and the washing of Carrier's
wattles should be done some two weeks before the show, so
that the "bloom" will have time to appear.
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With Barbs the washing shciuld hu done tlie day (if the
show. A little oil on the eye wattles is a great help, and I
see no wrong in putting it on. If a show is not to show how
a bird looks when in the very pink of condition, what is it
for? I do not think that anything of this kind comes under
the head of "artificial alteration."

Perhaps it is a good idea to warn the fancier that he must
not be too sanguine. I firmly believe that the great majority
of judges are honest, lint some of them have some very queer
ideas.

There is no question but that some judges attempt too
much. They may be thoroughly conversant with say half a
dozen breeds, but entirely at sea on others. Again, some
are misled by the fact that certain big breeders are showing
certain birds. They give too much weight to the nam « of
the exhibitor, and sometimes pass by a most meritorious
bird, that some struggling and almost unknown fancier has
turned out. Sometimes it is turned out, 1 will admit, by the
veriest chance, but, no matter how it was bred, if the bird
has real meiit, that merit should be rewarded. I have come
across many a bird so good that its breeder had no conception
Of its actual value, but he generally found it out, by the sudden interest that the old timers began to take in it.

—
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SHIPPING TO SHOWS.

THOSE
know

us who have visited shows year after year,
what mistakes are made hy fanciers wlio are
thoughtless or — though I dislike to say it

(if

either
jiarsimonious at the very time they sliould be must liberal.
What is the use of breeding a fine bird, training it, and getting

it

and then sending it
few cents express charges?

in perfect condition for a show,

in a miserable little box, to save a

I have seen valuable birds come in dirty little boxes, all
jammed together, with absolutely nothing by which the show
attendants could judge where they belonged. With no way

by which the birds could be watered or fed, save by breaking locks, or breaking the boxes. With absolutely nothing
by which the secretary could judge where they came from
or

who owned

the birds.

In boxes so insignificant and so "cheap" looking, that
they would be pushed in under the tables or in some corner,
and .stay there till, jjerhaps a day later, the secretary told
the attendants to hunt around the hall, and among the
empty boxes and see if they could find the birds of so and so.

Sometimes they are looked, and the attendants not having
keys, set the boxes aside till the secretary can hunt among
a lot in his pocket. Naturally, he is very busy, and the matter is

put

off.

Sometimes the box

is large enough, but it is in two compartments, with the entry tags tacked in a bunch over each.
There may be just two kinds of birds, but the sexes and the
young classes are put in all together, so that the attendants
must take out each bird, guess at what it is, guess at its sex,
and guess at its age, and those who have seen the average
attendant at a show, know how fitted he is for this. Often
he may be a well posted nurn, and may use his best judg-
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ment, but the bird will be "entered in wrong class " and so
he is disqualified. I have seen several boxes opened in my
time, in which every bird was dead; smothered to death.
Again, the attendant, the world over, is just the same.
he opens a box, in whicli every bird is properly tagged,
with its class, sex, etc., so plainly shown that anybody can
tell where it goes, he does not waste any time, but puts every
bird in its nice airy show pen, where it is quickly watered,
If

and

fed,

and made to

feel at

Shippintr

home.

l'*^^ f'^r

Shows.

But let him open a box in which is one of the "jumbles''
which I have referred, and he will pick up a bird or two,
call two or three helpers, to assist him, and between them
they will say, "Oh let this go till we have more time; we
don't know where they go." So the birds, crowded, hungiy

to

!

and

thirsty, are set to one side, to wait until the last thing.
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Again, there are some fanciers wlio have nearly the right
kind of shipping coop, but not quite, because they have one
lower lid that covers the whole lot. If you open the lid over
one compartment, it opens overall the others, and wild birds
will continually escape.

There is just exactly one kind of box to ship to a show.
One and no other; and that is a box with a double lid and a.
compartment for each bird, with the lid for that compartment neparute from the others.
A box of this kind will last a life time. I am going to deno fancier can say he didn't know
number of birds you
want it to hold, and as to compartments be governed by the
I used to believe in a V shaped compartsixe of the birds.
ment for small birds, but have seen so luany birds smothered
scribe it carefully so that

how

to

make

it.

First decide on the

of late years, that I

am now

in favor of a square for each.

shaped saved room, that's all. A bird's head would
go towards the front in one, and vice versa in the next, and
it was very complete and nice, but just exactly the size for
an express messenger to " pitch" into the wagon, crouton
the walk. I don't like these nice little "handy'' boxes.
They are too handy.

The

V

But to return to the proper box. Make it a little higher
than you need, so that the false lid will l)e just high enough
for ventilation. The lid proper is simply for protection.
In the false

lid,

bore plenty of holes.

In fact

if it is

more

than lid, so much the better. Then make holes all
around the box ahoee the false lid, but not in the lid proper.

lioles

Fasten the lid with four large screws. One need not fear
for the thief who has made up his mind to steal birds
can far more easily break a padlock or force a stajile, than
he can unscrew four large screws. Again the lock ould be
theft,

;
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broken in about one twentieth of the time that it would take
Few boxes are broken into in transit.
to unscrew the lid.
When birds are stolen, they are generally taken out of the
exhibition pens, in the show room.
No matter in what position this box is placed, there are
always air holes by which all foul air can pass out. If it is
put closely in one corner of a car, there are two sides, the ventilating holes of which can work.
On the lid of each compartment it is easy to put a small
card with directions so plain that an idiot would almost
know what to do with the bird beneath.

VARIETIES OF PIGEONS.
BELIEVE
all

I

the

him

have now taken the reader through
pigeondom. 1 have tried to show
to go to work to breed sucesstnlly either

that

I

little details of

just

how

for pleasure or profit, or both.

In closing this portion of the work I can say that I have
down no rules, have offered no suggestions, that are not
based on actual experience. If the reader will follow closely
laid

my

advice, I believe that he will succeed.

now remains for me

to take up the difierent varieties, one
and show to the best of my ability, what
constitutes "the typical bird" in each variety. I will try and
not show any partiality, but treat the birds which are not
known as "popular" with the same care that I bestow on
It

after the other,

the others.
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THE POUTER.
bird has been known for many years, as the "King
THIS the
Doos," a name given him in Scotland, where

he
bred to as near perfection as in any country on earth.
He deserved to be called the "King" of the doves, for no other
pigeon has his royal presence, his stately appearance, and
his consequential manner.
o'

is

The best authorities all agree that the Pouter was produced by a cross between the Dutch Cropper, and the Horseman. One of the oldest authorities (Willoughby) says that
the Cropper was so called "because by attracting in the air
they can and do blow up their crop to that strange bigness
that they exceed the bulk of the whole body besides." I
imagine that in those days the globe was about 99 points,
and length 1.

We may as well understand in the start that the crop, or
globe is not Ijy any means the whole Pouter. In a walking
pen, the judge has little time to determine which bird does
or does not blow the largest globe.
one watches him, (provided a looker-on is allowed) he
first thing the .judge does is to
liegin looking over the tall birds.
Given all other points
If

will notice that almost the

equally, the tallest bird will get

lirst

place,

that

is if

his legs

are put on right.
It was not so long ago, that length of feather was the one
great cry, and the bird that could reach the furthest along a

tape line was considered a "pouter all over" but in this day
19 inches in males, and 18 to 18 1-2 in females suits the
best breeders.

What

all

are

now

striving lor

is

the hollow back, the up.

PIGMY POUTER.

CROPPER.
(

Feathered World.)

POUTER.

BLACK-POUTER.
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a long slender -waist, witli wings tightly tilclean and tapering at the points, and not loose and

(iylit u.iiriage,

ting.

;ui(l

cooked out. If I could put the desideratum in Pouters, into
one word, I would use the word "symmetry" for that covers
it.

I

would point

to all breeders that the proper bird consists

ot tajjering lines, with

no unsightly

bre.iks,

from skull

to

end

of tail feather.

No

we have the insane idea that
Ithinktliey detract from the
looks of the bird, and interfere with the lines of harmony.
As

to

legs.

longer do

great boots area necessity.

mb

does not count. A long leg may be
lack the graceful bend. A shorter
leg set on right, knees close, with stocking boots, is far
nearer the ideal.

Mere length

Set

of

on badly, or

1

it

may

The globes of the present day, are neariug perfection with
each generation. The great, coarse, rough, loosely hanging
globe has been relegated to the past, and it is now shapely
and conforms to the appearance of the rest of the bird. What
is far more important, the bird cairies his globe in front,
and not partially on the back of his neck, thus spoiling his
balance.

As to color, the day when a badly built bird, the markings
which were perfect, could win, is past. The best fanciers
only care for a color distinctive enough to show in which
chiss the bird should be entered, and that done, they trust to
It is hard to say which color
liis contour and his training.
As stated, color is the last thing now.
is the most popular.
of

In impressing the beauty of the hollow back I quote
George ITre, who is surely a standard autliorit}-. lie says
"the hollow back is a sure sign of good breeding, and a bird
possessing this is sure to have other good points. It is a

PAIR RIOD rOUTEKS.

A

Little

Overdrawn.
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natural sequence that this should be so, a hollow back causing a bird to be well knit together. Such a Pouter as needs
must carry himself w ell and strip his limbs when showing to

advantage."

fullest

all, there is not so mucli cliange in what have always been considered the great "points" in the pouter. For
we find in the first American standard ever pmblished, that
12 each ) to "sleuthe committee gave the greatest jjoints
derness of girth" and "length and shape of legs" and then
came "size and s/ia^ie of crop" 10 points. This was in }jied
In oil colors and whites f4 points each were given
birds.
to the two first mentioned properties.

After

(

think that the folloning ileseription of a young pouter
imported last year, gives Ijriefly what constitulei.^ a
typical Pouter. The enthusiast who saw him says, '"He is
I

eoek.

extra long, well marked, splendid, clean, well-feathered
limbs, and stands when in position like a picture. For
roundness of globe and sliniuess of girth we have never seen
his e(]ual."

the above is the Pouter for which
the whole story.

r.rielly,
It tells

all are

striving.

much

variance of opinion as to the l>reeding
Some claim that tliey are n.i good, auu
their young must l>e hatched by other pigeons, but man.v
nly one egg, and allow the old pair to
g(!od bj coders take
Tliere

is

qualities of Pouters.

other.
It is claimeil that tlie percentage of loss is
greater than in any well bred pigGon. Sor/e good autliories claim tliat it interferes with the shape of a Pouter, to

raise the
i.o
il

allow

it

1o

own young. Yet we should remember
something of the kind from cveiy pig
be aiiilieial or not, and the Poiiti r is no ex-

feed

its

tlial natiiie expi'cis

eon wbelhet

it

ception.
I

do not tliink that too

much

feeding of young

is

a

good
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and would therefore suggest a shorter breeding season for the Pouter than for perhaps any other variety. Begin in Ajjril, and separate about the first of September, and
little harm can come to any Pouter.
There are many who
pay a great deal, perhaps too much, attcnti(jn to mating
Pouters for proper marking, but this idea is rapidly dying
Shape, not color is the primary ]joint now. Years ago,
out.
an old Scotch fancier took the ground that a Pout<;r is a
bird of "shape" not color. Good markings are much to be
desired, but the most perfect marking known, on a poor
bird as to shape, would amount to nothing. And so the
rising fancier who is so charmed with snips and ring necks,
swallow throat, and bishop wings, and who would turn in
disgust from a Kite wing, should go a little further and see
what sort of a shaped bird is carrying such nice marks. A
"broken" eye, and a stained tail, arc not such awful things
if a lordly bird is carrying them.
thiuff,

And we must

not forget that in these days of close compePouters are judged in a walking pen. A Pouter may
be well trained for the single pen. He may blow a good
globe, tight and round, and may move with ease and grace,
but put him in the walking pen, and he will blow out of
shape, and "sprawl" and stagger back till he ^s stopjied by
tition,

the sides of the pen.

Few Pouters are marked just right on the shoulders, for
some are too gay, and some not gay enough, and some have
no shoulder marks. If good judges are selected, men wlio
have spent years in breeding this wonderful and beautifu
it is safe to say that they will ]iay far more attention
bird,
to the real Pouter (jualities than to "color," no matter what
it

may

be.

In all colored varieties, tlu; entire under
must be white. The line begins across the

jiart of

the

brea.st,

and

liody
it

ex-
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tends to thiglis, legs and feet, and also takes in the Jliohts.
In Blacks and Blues the color extends to ends of
the Blues should have black bars on wings.

tail,

and

In all the pied birds the head is colored, also the neck and
back, the wing coverts and the crop, except the "crescent"
which is a bapd of white of the shape of a new moon or crescent which passes around the front of the crop, and reaches

nearly to the eyes.

The "bib" as the coloied patch is called, comes down from
the throat, and forms the upper part of the crescent, and it
should be large and sharp.

On

the shoulders should be a small circular patch of white
called the "rose," or "rose pinion," but these
should be on the shoulder, and not begin on the wing butt.
There are white Pouters, but no solid Blacks, Blues, Keds
In fact the only self colored Pouter is the white.
or Yellows.
The pieds run in black, blue, red and yellow, which are the
standard colors, but there are also Splashes, Checquers,
feathers,

Sandies, Mealies, and Silvers, which are called "off-colored"
varieties.

In blacks and blues the beak is dark in yellows it is a
in reds a pale red, and in whites a pale flesh.
In whites a dark beak, or any eye except "bull," disquali;

flesh

;

fies.

One of the greatest troubles about the Pouter is its tendency to "gorge" or to fill its crop so full that it hangs like
a wet bag, and interferes with digestion, to say nothing of
drawing the poor bird over till it cannot stand. A gorged
Pouter is a pitiable sight, and it is strange how some men
who ought to know how to relieve them, make mistakes.
Sometimes they gorge just at the wrong time
e.
when put
in the show pen preparatory to judging.
This is always
('.

PIGEOXS AXD ALL ABOl^T THEJL

105

caused by carelessness of the atcendaut, who does not know
of tlie gorging proclivities of Pouters.

Some fanciers put the gorged bird in a padded box that
holds up the crop. A narrow l)0x, set up on end, is the propAs long as
er thing, and all one needs is to use judgment.
there is no digestion going on the crop will remain as it is,
and keep growing worse. Sometimes it is nearly all a water
crop, and then it can be gently squeezed, (holding the bird's
head down) and the water will run out.
But sometimes the gorging is so bad that the stomach will
not act at all. and then the only thing to do is to cut the
croi> open, clean it out and sew it uji with silk thread, or
silver

wire.

Of course the cmp proper and the outer skin must be
sewed separately.

The operation is nearly always a success, but often the
bird goes right to gorging again, and should be carefully fed
for a while after.

j^^^-S-S-J

5-S--&ie-&<fr

—
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I'OIITEK

Head — Fiue,

TIIE.M.

STAXDARD.

small and narrow in proportion to the size o£

the bird, forming an elongated arch from the base of the

and measuring

1 5-8

beak

inch from tip of beak to centre of eye.

Beak — Fine, mandible

straight, upper slightly curved at

tip.

Beak Wattle — Small and line in te.-'.ture.
Eye — Full and of mild expression.
Eve Ceke —Yery line and threadlike.
Neck — Long and furnished with a large
ward

globular

crojj, for-

in j)Osition.

Body — (1)

—

small and Hat or "wall-shouldered,"
body. (2) Back narrow and long with a
grooved line from base of neck towards rump. (3) Eump
narrow, shallow, straight and smooth. (4) Breast narrow,
long and convex, showing very little keel.
Belly narrow
and tapering to the vent.

and tight to

.Shoulders
tlie

—

(•"))

—
—

—

WiNos Long and shallow, close to body showing waist and
upper part of thigh, tapering to flights, which should be
long, broad in web of feather, and tapering to end of tail, upon which they should rest.
Tail Long, narrow, straight with body, round ended,
nearly touching the ground and with the wings presenting a
wedge-shaped appearance from shoulders to tip of tail.

—

Carkiage — Upright.
Action

—Free, lively and graceful.

Length — From

18 inches in hens tu 21 inches in cocks,
measured from lip of beak to end of tail.
Limbs On a scale at the rate of 3-8 inch in limb to 1 inch
in feather, measured from thigh joint to tip of toe nail.
(1)
Front View— Placed well back from crop, insertion close,
thighandhock joiutstraight, inclining inwards, from tlience
to foot inclining outwards very slightly.
(2) Side View

—
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Following the line of body with convex line on fore side of
thigh to hock, slightly concave on the ojjposite side, and
straight from hock to foot. (3) Generally lengthy both in
thigh and sliank, long and in proportion, feathered closely
and evenly, presenting a stocking-like appearance.
Toes Well feathered to tip, and not cramped.
CoLoi:s Yellow, red, black, blue, (standard pieds) and

—

—

whites.

MAiiKiNos

— The above colors cover the bird with the excep-

which reach
few white feathers,
about a dozen, on the shoulders (in the shape of a rose) and
white primary llights (3) of white on all the body behind a
tion

(1)

of a white crescent on crop, the horns of

to about an inch

from eaeh eye

(2)

of a

line eucircling the centre of the waist.

In the case of blacks and blues, color of the tail same as
color, and blues must have black bars on the wings.
lu yellows and reds, a colored tail is preferred if of as good

body

color as the body.

Whites have no marking.

CoLOB OK Eye — In pied

birds red or orange, and in whites a

bull eye.

CoLOi; OK Be.vk

— lu blacks

colors llesb colored.

and blues, black, and

in other
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THE PIGMY POUTER.
THESE neat, and pretty

little

pets seem to have liad quite

a struffgle in achieving popularity, for as late as 1896i
there were only about three lofts in this country, where
they were lired to any degree of excellence. Of late, however
they are becoming quite the thing, and are being rapidly

taken up by fanciers.
It seems useless to devote a chapter to them, as they are
simply Pouters proper, on a small scale.
The same slender body, good legs, full, but even globe, and
ui)rig'ht station that governs the large Pouter, holds good in

Pigmies, and the great

]>oi]it is to

get the proi)er proportions.

do at all in fact the
Any tendency to coarseness
very sniallnes.s of the bird makes fine and delicate lines of
symmetry the great desideratum. They come in all colors
and aie rapidly becoming nearly as good in contour as the
large birds. The cousequental airs put on by the little felwill not

lows,

seem

to

endear them to

all lovers of

;

pigeons.

one point that is bound to make the Pigmy Pouter
popular, and that is, the very evident tendency to breed all
pigeons down in size. Outside of Eunts, Duchesse and birds
of that tyi)c. the lines are drawn more closely year by year
and the small, gracefully built bird is driving his coarser
lirother out of the Held.

There

is

As the greatest point in the Pigmy is his dimiuutiveness,
we may look 1o see a great rivalry as to who can produce the
smallest specimens.

Any one who has
ill

''

Uie walking

taking

"'

ever seen a lot of Pigmies being judoed

jien

will

little fellows,

admit that they are peculiarly

and their

assumpti(.in of such

exa"-
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gerated dignity, clothed in such small
them and makes them great favorites.
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draws one

to

I can remember when there was more rivalry in Pouters
proper, than in jjerliaps any other variety, and there is no

reason why the same condition should not exist with Pigmies.
Quite a number of enthusiasts are taking them up and we
may look for large entries at our shows in the future.

IDEAL POUTER.
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THE FANTAIL,
up tliis lieautiful and interesting variety 1 wish
go on record at once, in not admitting that the fantail
fanciers of this modern day recognize those two old bugbears of the fancy, the English and Scotch types. By this I
mean, that while each may exist as a type of something of
the past, the Fantail of to-day is a happy combination of the
Of these two styles or tyjies, it
best points in the two types.
is needless to say much, for their history is known to all fanThe Scotch bird was a small,
tail men who are at all posted.
tight, beautifully bodied bird, with great style and a funnel
shapeol tail. In short, it was all style and action. The English fan was larger, with a tendency to loose feather, coarse
head and rieck, but with an enormous tail. The English
seemed to lireed for a grand tail alone and cared little for
takiiifi

IN to

other points.

The modern
and

fantail has the beautiful

body

as near the English tail as a bird so

of the Scotch

much

smaller
but the tail, instead of being loose and rough, and
"laced" on the ends, as the Engli.sh used to like it, is hard
and stiff, with a great broad feather with firm and rounded
end, and each feather in place. The " bunches" and "splits"
that were so common in the old English bird have no place
now.
type,

can

cari'y

;

Those who have kept pace with jiigeun literature of late
will admit that there have been more articles on the
Fantail than any other variety. I do not know that the fantail fanciers are any more prolific writers, but somehow their
hearts were in their work. I have vast files of fantail literature, but, as all tend to the one point, that the modern or
combinalion bird is W/e bird there is little use in reproduc"
ing any opinions.
years,

FANTAILS.
Blue.
Saddle.

White.
Black
(Fe»thered World.)
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Years afio "tailcu'iut"' was
great, factor in the fantail,
and I have seen birds with over fortj feathers in their tails,
but now we often see tkem.with only twenty-eight and thirty, and tliey are far superior in every respect.
As stated, the
battle of tlie types, which raged so hotly for so many years
is over and an amicable peace lias lieeii declared, and the type
of fan that wins to-day in America woukl win in either Scot;i

land or England, or anywhercwhere fantails are bred.

As far as I now see, the only rock from wliicli we must
steer away, is that of getting our birds " overstyled, " a point
which not only malces them of little use for breeding, but
tends to destroy their graceful carriage.
There is n(j (juestiou but that the Fantail, (as it exists today, or nearly so,) is one of the oldest kuowu breeds. We
can go back a long way in history and find them, though the
old Indian birds were nearly all crested birds which, by the
way, are rapidly going out of date, for the reason that the
crest spoils the delicate lines of the head or neck.

The impression exists that the white crested fan is the only
fan bred in India; but this is a great mistake for they are
bred over there in every self color, and in Saddles and Splashes in far greater proficiency than we can breed them. Tet we
can go clear back to the time when India was unknown, and
find the fantail one of the

days of the

Roman

most popular birds

of the

golden

empire.

Before speaking of how to breed and eare for fans, 1 will
take up what is considered by all fanciers, the model of this

day and age.
The beak should be thin and line, not short and blunt.
The head should be fine and ' snaky. " The eye should be
as large and full as possible, with that soft, affectionate look
so vastly different from the eagle eye of the Homer.
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The neck must be thin and of a gif.oeful taper from the
head to chest, and must not be too short in proportion to the
body, nor too long, for one is as bad as the other. If it is too
long there is a tendency to drop the head over one side of the
cushion, and if too short it will not reach to the spot just in
the centre of the cushion where it should always rest when
the bird

is

on " parade. "

The general idea

is to get the bird as small as possible, yet
nearly round as can be. The breast should look like a
ball, and yet, when you view it from either side or from front
or rear, it should be all graceful curves. Back slightly hollow, so that the head can rest nicely on the cushion.

as

The wings should be well

set on and should look like a part
and not stand out. In looking at the bird from
the front, the wing butts should barely show where they are
and that is all. A narrow bird will not only show bold and
outstanding wing butts, but it is generally wedge-shaped at
the cushion, and such a cushion cannot carry a good broad
tail.
A weak rump will not hold a tail in good position. In
other words, the bird will not '" balance " well and this all
tends to show how very necessary the ball shape is.
I cannot lay down any rules as to length of flights, but a
bird with very long flights carried out behind it, lacks harmony of shape. The same rule applies to the legs. How often do we see a grand little bird with legs so stilty as to spoil
its general contour.
We sec them perfect in all else, but

of the body,

with legs so short that they look " stunted. "

The

must be regular and even, and the feathers as
stiff as possible.
Each feather must be in place
in its regular row in the vnmp, and there must be no open
place, or "split" in the centre, nor " bunches " down on the
side.
In cases of bunches it will usually be found that the
feathers grow so closely in the rump, that there is no room
tail

broad and
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them

child's

to grow evenly, and some are set in crooked.
A
mouth, when too many teeth come at once, is on the

same principle exactly.
This tail must be Hat, or very slightly saucer shaped and
must be carried up and back. A bird with a pot lid tail, i. e.
a tail carried over the head, is as bad as a scoop; though I
would rather breed from tlie iirst mentioned.

When

the bird stands in position, the ends of the flights,
of the tail should just touch the floor.

and the lower ends

Now add to this the proper motion ( up and down,) of the
head, and the tip-toe walk, and we have the fautail of the
present.

Of course "station" is a great point; but the bird I have
described above would, of necessity, have the right station,
and it could not sprawl around, get its head past its cushion,
thrust out one leg and push with it, and look miserable.

Perhaps

I

ouglit to speak of the value of au extra

stiff tail.

not fray on the ends every time it touches
anything, and it will ward off the flights when they strike
Flights, jjrovided the
it, and allow them to drop into place.
bird is built right, will not catch in a good stiff tail, but are
''
prone to lodge and '' pinch in a soft tail, that gives way to
the harder feathers of the flights. A good tai' may be ruined
in a few days in this way, and while the average judge will
take his stick and push the flights into position in the pen.
if he notices that the bird puts them back, he will coum
It is this; it will

against

it

every time.

I consider fantails the equals of almost any of the varieties
Given fertile eggs, and their average perceutas breeders.
an-e of birds raised is equal to any, but there is always more

or less trouble with young, high-styled cocks, for it is impossible for them to fertilize. I have seen thousands ot
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would approach a crouching hen, and
hy being overcome by nei-vous action, go backwards, across
an entire loft floor. I have heard of an English cock that
was twelve years old before he fertilized, and I, myself, have
had many that were absolutely useless, until their second or
instances where a cock

third year.

In cases of this kind, and with any pair that are not tried
and true breeders, it is a good idea to cut the tails of Ijoth
cock and hen. I trim the hen with a circular trim, say two
inches long, taking care to cut the lower tail feathers very
close to the rump. The cock's tails I leave much longer, cutting both sides and merely a fraction of the top, as my experience has been that this gives them a better chance to
maintain their Ijaiance.

Speaking further of cutting, I would give as a rule always
remembered, never cut a fantail's wing. If it pinches its
tail with its wings, cut the lail rather than the wings.
A
high-styled bird depends very largely on its wings to keep
its balance,- and an overstyled bird without the help of its
flights, which it drops to the floor to steady itself, is like a
man with a pair of legs, hut no feet. This is a very crude
simile, but a true one.
to be

BOOTED FAXTAILS.
There are also booted fans and plenty of them inthiscounbut they cannot be called popular. Year by year, fewer
iif tile large shows make classes for them,
ilost of them are
very coarse, and with bad tails, often large in spread, but
very irregular. Booted fans come in all colors: but I do not
think they will ever get a hold on pojiular favor.

t)

y

:

BLUE FAXTAILS.
I

est

think that next

tip

perfection, that

the blues have attained neartaking them as a whole. If we go

whites,

is,

"WHITE FA^'TAIL.
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back a few years, we find that they were scattered all over
this country, at a time when other colors were rarely seen.

The

By

color of a proper blue should be rather a dark blue.

approach a silshould be very dark,
and very distinctly marked, with no "blurs." There is also
a beautiful, metallic lustre on the neck, which is a great help
to the general appearance of the bird. This is a color which
often needs a good cross into Blacks to keep it in shape.
When the color begins to get smoky and the bars faulty, a
good, well bred cock should be crossed onto a very black hen
with as much lustre on her feathers as possible.
this 1

mean, a sliade

of blue that does not

The bars on the wings and

ver.

tails

The best authorities all decide that the cross should be
made by a blue cnck onto a black hen and not vice versa, as
they claim that a sound color
this way.

is

more apt

to be

produced in

T)ie eye of a correct Blue

is

either orange or pearl,

latter is i)referable because

it

seems

to

make

and the

a more distinc-

tive point.

We

find that the

great majority of Blues are inclined to

run coarse, and this shows most in the head and neck. To
correct this, it is only necessary to cross a good blue cock on
to as small a white hen as can be obtained. One would naturally suppose that this would affect color and make it too
It is an old rule
light but this does not seem to be the case.
that color comes from the cock, and shape and size from the
hen' therefore I would not advise the mating of a small
white cock to a blue hen that is oversized. Again; by the
the blue cock to a white hen— the very dark
first mating
blue— a blue black— that sometimes gets into a blue strain,
;

—

can be lightened. After all, the great thing in blue is corMany
rect color, other points being fairly up to standard.
birds are shown yearly that are very imperfect in coloring.
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almost a checker, ur so dark as to hardly be enname of blue; while the next will be almost a
Another will be good in wings and tail, but will run
silver.
too light in the cu.shion and around vent.

One

will be

titled to the

BLACK FAXTAILS.
Black fans are becoming quite the rage now, and I am
glad to sec it, for a more lovely bird does not exist. And
yet they need little descrijjtion, for they are simply the reverse of the white in color. The same general rules govern
as to size, shape and carriage, and the xjoint is to get that
sound, pure metallic black, that i.s a black. A smutty black
never was, and never will be jiretty. Get a black that has a
sheen all over, with ^v lustre on the neck that looks as if
burnished. Get tlie feet a rich healthy red that makes a
contrast, and the ]iroper white or pearl eye, and that is the
black we all want.
.;.'

YELLOW AND KED FAXTAILS.

who loves to experiment
do not wish to hurt the feelings of
fanciers of these colors, but 1 must say that good ones in
either, are few and far l)etween.
In these two colors, the fancier

will find a

1 believe

good

lield.

1

that there are a few. a very few, good Reds and
may lie in this country, but

Yellows in England, and there
I have not t.een them.

It seems sad to think of the years that have been put in by
enthusiastic fanciers to try and get sometliing good in these

two

colors,

with such poor results.

would suppose that a fair red or yellow bred onto a,
good lustrous black, would bring a sound color, with the
added style and tail of the black, but experiments have not
shown this to l)e the case. The young generally come dun
or ash colored in the cushions, and vents.
1 tliink that a red
t)ne

3
H
>
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is the best, and yet where are the good reds
yellows with which to make if."

and yellow cross
:iiid

The English standard

calls for a "rich, bright

golden

yel-

low" and a "rich golden, chestnut red."
My advice would be to pair reds and yellows, and then the
young, keeping only the best and soundest colors, and
cross-mating again and again. Then mate sound red cocks
By this latter cross, good style and
to good red saddle hens.
tail

may

be had.

Before closing with reds and yellows 1 might speak of
"Dlius." Very few are bred either here oi- in the old world.
In fact nobody pays any attention to them. I have also seen
alleged "Silver" fans, but never one that in any way approached the standard fantail.

SADDLE-BACK FANT.VILS.
In saddles, 1 feci that there is a great opening. It is only
of late years that they have sprung into popularity in this

country.

They come

in all colors, and,

feels well repaid for his time

when one gets a good one, he
and trouble. Yet good ones

are scarce. They should have not a mark to mar the beautibody white, save the marking on the wing, but they are
jirone to come with foul feathers in the breast, bishoped

ful

wings or foul wing

men

Sometimes a grand young sijccifew foul feathers in the tail. Sumc-

butts.

will be ruined by a

times all else is perfect, but the foul will crop out
the thighs, and around the vent.

all

over

by which one can go. A pair
throw young'
that are worthless, while a pair badly mismarked will thiciw

There

is

alisolutely no rule

as near perfectly

young

after

marked

young

tliat are

as can be had, will

away up.

In general properties, that

is,

fantail projierties, saddU'i

124
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aie good.

There are many

of

them

in

TIIE^t.
this

are tlie equals of wliites in all points, and

country tluit
were not fur

if it

those foul feathers that wreck the hopes of so many breeders
they would be found in nearly every fan loft. The same
general properties govern saddles, that govern other fans.

.SILKY FANTAILS.

The

Silky, or

They

America.

Laced

fan, has not

much

of a foot-hold in

are exactly like the "Friesland" or "frizzly"

chicken, the fibre of the feather being something like that of
the ostrich. The Silky cannot flj, from the peculiar conformation of its wings, and it is therefore at a disadvantage in a
loft with a large flight, with an entrance that must be reached by flying. They are very pretty birds, and are so odd as
to attract

much

attention.

They seem

to

be ''accidents" as

the best one 1 ever saw came from a pair of sound whites
that never before, and never afterwards br-ed another silky.

They are hard to kee]i clean, as their feathers seem to
catch every particle of dust that is flying. To bleed good
Silkies, do not mate a pair together, but cross-mate tlieni
with a plain jjair that are inclined to loose feather. I believe
that beautiful colored Laces can be produced by simply
crossing white laced hens with colored cocks.

TAIL AND BODY

MARKED FANTAILS.

We now
tails,

have plenty of tail fans, i. e. whites with colored
and body fans, i. e. colored bodies with white tails.

I consider them "accidents" as they croj) out of saddles,
and even out ofj>lain birds. Sometimes in making a black
and white cross, we get a tail or a body fan.

Most specimens are very poor, tliough I have occasionally
seen a grand bird come out, and generally greatly to the
breeders surprise.

PIGEOXS AXD ALL ABOUT THEM.
I once bred a magnificent tail
that I had owned some years.

lien,
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out of a pair of whites

She was grand in style, and fine in spread, and I did not
then realize what a treasure she was, and sold her. Where
that dash of blood came from was always a mystery to me,
but it just shows what a drop of blood will sometimes do.
When a man begins to dabble in the colors, he may look for

some strange

birds.

I'IGEOXS
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FANTAIL STANDARD.
Head — Small, fine and snaky.
Beak —Thin, and of medium

lenglh,

tlie

upijer iiiaiidiljle

slightly curved at the tip like that of a dove.

Color ok Beak — Whites, Saddlebacks. Reds and Yellows,
flesh

Blues, Silvers and Blacks

color.

— Pearl,

Gravel

or

Orange, former preferred.

Eye Ceke —Very fine.
Neck—Thin and Swanliku;

tapering

well off as

it

ap-

proaches the head.
Length OF xeck Corresponding with length of Ijaek, so
as to enable the head to rest closely on the cushion.
Body Shape small and round. Back slightly hollowed
Length of back corresponding with length of
in centre.
neck, so as to enable the head to rest closely on the cushion.
Paimp small, but of sutticieut size and strength to lialance
the tail evenly.
Chest broad, round and free from hollowuess, exeei>t a
slight parting in the centre.
Breast round and full.
Wings iSet on fairly low, and closely tucked in at the
Flights of medium length and well closed.
chest.
Cushion Full and massive; the feathers at the back closely overlapping each other, and s])reading well over the tail

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

leathers.

Tail— Slightly

concave,

and

circulai':

filled

with

long,

broad, evenly set feathers, closely o\erla])ping each other
and thick as possible in the centre.
Legs Of moderate length, not stilty, well set aparl, and

—

from feathers ^lelow the hocks.
Feet Small, line and neat.

free

—

—

CoLOii OF Legs and Feet Bright red.
Pi.u.MAGE Feathers hard and tight litlinir.

—

PIGEOXS A>fD ALL ABOUT THEM.

127

—

Cakkiage Tlic bird should stand on tii)toe, and walk in a
jaunty manner. Head thrown back in a graceful way, resting closely on the cushion. Chest upright, so as to carry the
breast almost in a straight line with the legs.
Flights, just clearing the lowest tail feathers, aud almost
meeting at the tips.
Tail carried well up, not being allowed to drop, or fall
forward.
Motion Convulsive, jerking or twitching of the neck, and
aijparent upheaving of the chest.

—

Gene-1!Ai>

Appkakanob — Closely

Saddlebacks —White, with

built.

colored wings, each

having

ten white flights.

Bi.UEs

—Sound,

bright and clear, with two broad, well de-

fined black bars across each wing,

and one

at tip of

each

tail feather.

Blacks — Jet black, with beetle green lustre.
Reds and Yellows — Rich and sound throughout.
Lace — Loose or deficient in webbing, each fibre being
arated.

sep-
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THE JACOBIN.
above
THE
odd and

auotUer variety of pigeon, so beautiful, so
attractive generally, that it has its hundreds of firm adherents, who stand by it j'ear after year
and declare that no other fancy jiigeon is its ecjual.
is

so

Who

can blame them for wliat bird more than the Jacoshows what art can do. Who can say that it is not ])lain
"art" and not " good luck, " that produces these wonders of
to-day. Surely the hood is an object to be gazed on with
wonder, and especially by those who have seen only the old
The coloring of the Jacobin is exquisite,
style ruffle-necks.
and the contrast always lovely, while the little head ])eering
out from the hood reminds one of some dainty maiden who
has pulled her liigh sealskin collar around her head, and is
setting forth to conquer hearts.
;

bin,

Jacobins, like other varieties, are being Ijred

down

in size,

and the coarse, loose feathered birds with flaring hoods are
giving way to the tightly built, and close hooded birds, that
are

now

the accepted style.

generally conceded, that the Jacobin of to-day must
be bred down as small as possible, just so it is able, in feather
length, to show up nicely the hood, mane and chain, which
are the three great points to be bred for.
It is

But we must not torget that if v/e breed these three prinpoints up to a high standard, and then succeed in
putting them on a nice trim body, we have made quite a
step in advancement.
cipal

We

must not forget
that

either, while

admiring the demure look

quite a pugnacious variety and for
that reason cannot be bred successfully in a crowded loft.
of the Jacobin,

A

Jacobin

perches,

loft

it is

should be well supjilied with individual
may be few.

so that the chances for pitched battles

BLACK JACOBIN,

feOi)

YELLOW JACOBIN.
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The hood is Uic greiit and the jjiimaiy puiul in a Jacobin;
hut we must not assume that a great, loose, "flaring" Imod
is the iiroper ideal.
On the contrary, it must he thick and
even on the edges, and must fit tight.
eomes

formed hy the i>arting of tlie
The back jjart, curving liaek
forms what is called the nutne.) This must he even, and
must l)e composed of long feathers, the more even the better,
Tlie eliain

ne.xt,

and

is

jieck feathers, (tlie front part.

away with a sort of half-finished appearance,
that shows iu many specimens. It must fit in closely and
hide even the beak, and of course the shorter the beak the
better.
A good Jacobin is down-faced.
for that does

The mane comes right u]) frojn the back and joins the
it also must be even.
1 feel that I cannot; lay too

hood, and

much
1

stress

on the fact that "evenness"

is

a great necessity.

how much chain, mane and hood feather a Jaeomay have, or how wonderfully long it may be, if it docs

care not

Ijin

not lit up even and tight, the bird cannot win under a good
judge.

While the Jacobin, from its short legs in comparison to its
length of body, will always appear a "squatty" sort of bird,
care must be taken to breed long necks. A short necked
bird cannot show nji its best properties.

The head of the bird should be full and round, but nol
coarse as compared to its size. The beak is short, as statcii
before, and is a jjale white. The eyes are pearl or white, a;i(i
a bull eye, or broken eye, has always discjualihed in
known .Standards.

tlu:

oldest

should be long and slender, and
point gives added
the mane and chain. A slightly hollow back,
up to the rump, and the flights, which are

The

liudy

narrow as

jiossible, for this

the shoulders
significance to

and slight tiltvery long,

are
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carried uver tlie laiL

on the
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Tliere i]iust be

iiu

suspicion of booting

legs.

to tell wliicli is tlic most popular coloi- in ttese
they come in all eolois, and that is one beauty
about them. I tliinli that tlie old style birds, the tirst real
Jacobins, came usually in rcils, and I rcjfer to the time in
this country, when tlie old fanciers lirsi liegan to breed them.
It is liard

birds, as

Constant care must

Ijc

good shape. If
ground or a rough floor,
kei)t in

or Jacobins cannot be
allowed to feed on the
chain is liable to be damaged.

excerciseil,
tliey are
tlie

Atteniion must also lie paid to the bath, as they soon become
so wet and bedraggled in a deep Ijath, that they cannot take
care of themselves.

JACOBINS.
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JACOBIN STANDAKD.

—

Beak Short and thick, woU curved downwards forming a
coutinuation of curve of skull, and flesh color.
Head Small, flat lietween the eyes, with full a])pearance

—

in front.

Eyes

— Centre, black, surrounded by i)earl or light grey.

Hood — Long,

fitting well down on head, even at edge,
crossing the head in a line with the front of the eyes.
Chain Fitting close and even from back to breast, stand-

—

ing well out, giving a curved line from hood to breast.
Mane Full, being well filled out at back, even at edge,
and fitting in evenly witli the hood.

—

ItosE

—Shape, oval,

Size

and Shape ok Body — Breast

in a line slanting across
full,

bottom of neck.
and slender.

long,

The back to be narrow, flat and straight.
Wings Bather low at butts, flights resting on tail.
Oarkiaoe Spirightly, the head carried about eight inches

—

—

from the ground.

Legs and Feet — Short, and

from feathers below
with claws same

col-

—Smooth and narrow.
— Narrow and straight in line with the back.
'JOLOK — Reds, blacks, and yellows, sound, lustrous

and

hock, color red.
or as beak.
KuJii"

free

Feet small and

iine,

the

flat

Tail

even, from lower mandible to vent, with rump,
flights, and head white.
Wliites pure throughout.

tail,

ten
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THE MAGPIE.
IF

I were askf il as to the most popuLar bird among the toy
pigeons I think I would answer ''tlie Magpie."
It seems to me tliat in the lireeding of no other toy, is

tliere

S(j

mucli livaliy.

on its beautiful marking alone,
must have head and beak, neck, body, and leg properties, and so close is tlie competition, and to such a flpe point
are Magpies bred, that I have seen long discus.sions, as to
which of two crack birds had the best beak or head, etcAll sorts of authorities have been hunted up, to show just
which bird approached most nearly to the standard in this
Tlie Mag]>ie does not rely

but

it

one point,

—

all

others being eijual.

suppose there are few of my readers that do not know
just how the Magpie is marked.
The wings are white, and so is the Ijreast, and its markings
are nearly the reverse o£ those of many other toys. For
while the Swallow or the Turbit may take its class name
from the color of its wings, the Magpie takes it from the
color of its breast and back, its wings being always white, as
is the lower part of its body.
I

The Magpie

bred chiefly in blacks, reds and yellows, but
duns, silvers and blues. These latter colors
however never be as jiopular as the Jirst three, for in
is

tliere are also
will,

the
that

lirst

three the color line is sharjdy accentuated, anf. that
of the chief beauties of the bird.

is (Uie

Ijut, as stated, to get the perfect Magpie we begin with the
head, which must be long and slender, and with a delicate
beak of the same type, to match it. And we must not stop
there, for this same slcnderness must govern tlie entire body,
and alfect even the tail. It is emphatically a narrow bii-d
:

BLACK

JIAdl'IK,

From

life.
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AND ALL

AliOUT

TIIE-M.

13!

a sltiiilei' liii'il, and liroad siiuaru shouldurs liioad lncast and
back, and a slioitiiess of lug, thai wniild give it thu Irast liit
of a stunted appearance arc inexcusable.

The culorliue on the breast must
with no irregularities.

))e

sharp and decided,

must appear as it a jiainter witli a i)er£ect eye, had gone
and no further. Its color, whatever it be, must
be clear and rich, and the nearer its carriage can be to that
of a fine English Carrier, tlie better.
Perhaps the word
It

just so far,

"alert" will indicate the style of the proper Magpie.
Tliis sleuderuess must e.Ktendeven to the tail, ft>r it should
be narrow, should have few feathers, and they should lie
closely one on the other.
It is hard for ine to describe the Ijreast line, but it is oval,
and conforms to the shajic of tlie body, while at the wiugs,
it would seem, (h)oking at the bird from the side) as if a line
liad been drawn with a compass, and had cut off the e;;iiru
top of the wing. Tlie samj cjlor begins again at tlie rump
back of the legs, and must lie "sound."

fact that good lireeder; feed very lightly before
shows that they are striving for a "lean" bird, w ith-

The very
a show,

outan ounce

of surplus tiesh

on

it.

such a favorite, is that
acquires a beetle green sheen, a lustre, that is all its own.
It is a shade that cmce seen, is never forgotten.

One reason that the black

is

iL

The reds must be a blood-red. rich and striking, and the
yellows must not be jiale, washed-out lonking specimen.--.
It is said

Willi

it

The
jiut it

by experts that too deep a yellow, generally

liaj

a coarseness of feather.
l\Iai;pie is

ill

aliinlthal slmws up well at

the pen, and ln'gint(i

will be found that really

first

g<i

o\ er it

first

glance, but

carefully,

and

in

class siK'cimcns do notgroM' on
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blacks that liave a lovely ucck color
have a bluish east aliout the liead, and iu
the others a dull color about the head will be often found.
buslies.
will

F'lr instance,

lie t'ouiiil

to

Of the Magpie,
that

if it

lose half their

It

is

X

can say, as I eau of
to breed them

was no trouble

many

other pigeons,
"right," they would

charm.

this very uncertainty,

them such a delightful

task.

that

makes the breeding

nf

TURBITEENS.

RED ENGLISH OWL.
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MAGPIE STAXUAKD.

—

SiZK Small, from aotuul measurements, good average
specimens, in good conditicju, weight for cocks from 9 1-2 to
10 1-8 ounces, hens from 8 1-2 to 9 1-2 ounces; and when
standing in a natural i)Osition measure from sole of foot to
toil of head from 8 to 9 1-2 inches in heiglit, the length from
tip of

beak to end of

tail,

without stretching, from 12

1-2 to

14 inches.

Shape — Apparently

long, slender and snake-like, chest
and round, but not broad, the body round, thin, and
gracefully tapering from front to vent, with no approach to
owl or tumbler form, shoulders well defined, but not carried
prominently as in the dragoon, legs set well Ijack to show
full

breast.

—

CAitRiAdE Is a very important cTiaracteristic of the Magbut if tlio shape be good and true, tlie proper carriage
The
is almost sure to follow; it should be smart, sprightly.
Ijody well i)oiscd on the graceful and slender limljs, the neck
and body forming a continuous easy curve, but the neck
must not incline backwards, head and lieak carried horpie,

and

tail neatly folded.
long and thin, round on toj] of skull, showing a soft easy curve in every direction tlie term snakeheaded is often used, but does not apply, as many snakes are

izontally, flights

Head — Must be

—

flat-headed,

which

is

quite a reverse of

— as nearly

what

is

wanted

in

even in substance throughout as possible, not wedge-headed, no stop at junction of head and
beak, but rising with a gradual curve from front to back,
flue and neat at back of skull, iean face, with no approach
to owl or short-faced tumbler form. Junction of head with
neck to be neat and almost imperceptible without throatiness.
Beak Should be long, thin, and nearly equal in substance
throughout, with slight hook at end of mandible, but no dip
tlie

Magpie

—
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lower mandiblf, free

slight wattle of

fi.ie
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fruni coarseuet.'.,

fuinished with

tuxturt;, pale in color apjiroaching white,

from stain or niarkiug except in blacks, blues and dims,
which colors a very slight Vandyke mark on tip of upper
mandible is admissible.
Nkck— Long, thin, ijuitu free from gullet or fullness of the
free
in

throat, thinnest at the point of junction with the head, swelling gently towards the s/ioulders, which it should join with
a graceful and gentle curve.

KvKAxn Eve

Ci:i;e

— Eye

white or

tensely black and clearly defined,

what

jiearl
is

color, pupil in-

commonly known

as a "lish eye," the eye cere is seen in various tints,

from near-

white to a coral red. In blacks the deeper the red the better, add a shade of pink in other colors, but do not put much
stress on this pnint.
The cere should be small and hue in
texture, no approach to a barb eye is admissible, but ju.^t
enough to show a delicate and even border to the eye. .-Liid no
more. The general effect of the eye, allhough ;;roniinenl. is
mild in expression.
Legs and Feet Legs rather long than otherwise, straight
not knock-kneed or cow hocked. Shanks thin, lean and free
front feathering, covered with fine scales.
Toes louo-, thin,
ly

—

and well sejiarated, also free from feathering. Toenails
white, both legs and feet Ijright red in color.
Tail ANi> Flights— Tail rather long, the feathers narrow
and closely folded, containing not more than twelve feathers.
Not swallow-tailed or divided in centre, the tail should be
carried in a line with the back, just clear of the ground, but

not cocked up at all.
Flights rather narrow, closely folded carried close to the
side, tips resting on top of tail, about half an inch from side,
not crossed.
Color The whole of the body except liead, neck and
lucast, back, saddle and tail pure white, the color on the

—

PrOEOXS AXD ALL ABOUT TIIEM.
colored iJurtions to be bright,

(lee]>

14:.

and lustrous as

and

iiossiblu;

are most
important wherever the color extends it must boot one rich,
even depth, extending even to the shafts of tlie tail fi.illiii
Many otherwise good birds often run chequery or ashy aboui
the top of rump and root of tail, which is very objectionable.
Blues and silvers should have black tail bars.
JLvRKiNfis Cut on breast. Sharp and evenly delined,
witliout artificial assistance, the color extending down\var<ls
to about the tiji of the breast bone, or a very little below,
running across the breast, either in a straight line or slightly curving upwards towards shoulders, showing a slightly
convex form. It is advisable to raise the wings, and if many
foul feathers are discovered between breast and vent markings, the breast should be carefully examined for foul feath-

in blacks the irridesceiit colors

niftallic

sIil'l'U

;

.

—

ers or ti'imming.

—

Color extending across the broadest
(Uit on shoulders.
part of the back at the shoulders, from side to side at intersection of the wing with body, tapering evenly and smoothly

towards the

tail,

and forming an elongated heart

or

V

shaped

saddle, showing no ragged edges on shoulders.
Cut at vent Even and extending only a very short distance from beneath root of tail, no foul or colored feathers

—

extending towards thighs or Ijelly.
Pr.UMA.OE Close and compact, but not hard featliered.
DisyuALiKH'ATloNS Trimming or plucking of foul feathers, dyeing or oiling, dark or gravel eyes, heavy markings on
back, feathered legs or feet, tumbler form of head or body,
chequered or ashy back or rump, want of condition.

—

—
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THE OWL.
ANOTHER

pigeons that can well come under the
Toys" is the Owl, which for
years has lieen the emhodiment of everythint;- that is
neat and high l)red in the way of a i^et.
of the

desciiptiou " Hifih Class

One

of the

great points in the

(>\vl is to

breed

it

down

in

and the standard says that the African and Chinese Owl
must not weigh more than ten ounces or a little more.
size,

The size of the body is governed of course by weight; but
the body must be plump looking, thougli the plumage is very
tight and close. The flights and tail are short, and the wings
are well tucked up. The shoulders sit close, and the neck is
tlie chest broad.
The oariiage of the Owl is up"
the head carried well up and its appearance is rather
bold for so small a bird.

short and

riglit,

The skull of the Owl is round, but it is a short and broad
roundness, the head looking somewhat like a globe. There
must be no narrowness behind the beak and no tlatness on
the top of the skull.
The beak is short and thick, and makes au even curve
down in perfect accord with the appearance of the skull.
The upper mandible hangs over the lower, and the more pronounced the better. The lower mandible is very thick and
strong,

and meets and

The beak wattle

lits

well into the upper.

smooth, and, while it is pronounced,
cannot be very large on account of the diminutive size of the
bird; yet it is one of the great points and its fulness and
evenness cut quite a figure in the general make up of the
bird.
It must lie very even and neatly made, and it rises
high from the beak, is free from any lines and dents, and
does

its

part in

such a great

is

what

jioint in

is

knowu

the bird.

as the "

dowu

face, "

which

is

>f"-"

^;
*.->

1

;'.'.

"

•''J:''t,

,

^

I

sir""

A

y'P-^

V

IDEAL

0"WL.

\

AFRICAN OWL.
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prominent and very fuU. A };ij(id full eyr
on the tout ensemble of the bird: ami a
eye, full and prominent, lends (juitc a uharjn to
are

bearing;'

appearance.

gullet should be full and deep. It sliould begin at the
lower mardible, near the tip, and reach down the tliroat to

The

the

frill.

The

a big point and one of the Itest (lUes about the
oval in shape, parts at the centre, and forms the
Now in the Chinese Owl,
rose, curling in every direction.
the frill does not stop at the gullet, but i)arts and extends u}!
bird.

frill is

It is

each side of the neck and l)ack to tlie head, and this forms
what are known as whiskers. These should lie as full as
possible.

The legs of the Owl are sliort witli barely any thigli that
noticeable, and the feet are small and neat.
In the Knglish,

the colors are Black,

Ijlue,

Powdered Blue, Silver and Powdered .Silver.
The Africans come Black, Blue and White.
with white tails, and whites with black tails.

The Chinese run

is

Ked, Yellow,

Also blacks

Wliite, Blue and Black, blacks with white

whites with black tails.
Owls should have clean legs
tails,

;

They also have blue tails.
no feathers below the liock.

In the solid Owls, the color runs solid all over the body.
In tail marked, the body color is solid, and the tail marking
begins at the rumji. White tail birds have the same general
characteristic, the white

marking beginning

at the

rump.

Blues have a black bar across the wing covert, and a black
band near the end of the tail. Silvers have a brownish bar,
In Powdered-blues,
(111 the coverts, and the same band at tail.
the neck, tiight, and tail run darker in color. Powdered- silvers run darker in necks, flights, and tails.
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Blacks, Blues, and Powdered-Blues is black,
a flesh, except in .Silvers and Pow-

in

all otlier varieties

dered-Silvers

The eye

which are darker.

in Blues is a reddish-gravel,

and

in all colors

white are yellow-gravel, but in whites they are dark or

but

bull.

One must look

ovit for colored feathers, grouse legs, and
dark toe-nails, but the Owl is now Ijred to such a high
standard that these little defects seldom appear.

for

The Owl from its very neat and cute appearance will always be a great favorite, and those fanciers who once take
them up, find so much to admire and attract, that they seldom give them up.
I

know

a

and

number

of fanciers

much

who have bred them

them

for

many

infatuate as ever, and
this speaks well for the points iu them that can so easily be
years,

find as

brought out

if

in

to

and judgment, is added to a natThere are many lofts
compare favorably with those of Eng

care, skill,

ural liking for these pretty little pets.
in

America that

will

land.

'•BfSi^iB I'rasTCsr rroi

IIU'E

ENCLISH OWL.
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STANDxi_RD.

—

Body To be governed liy weiglil,; tlie Euglisb
weigh not less than eleven ounces the Afriean and
Chinese Owl to weigh not more than ten ounces.
Chest broad neck rather short and thick,
Sii Ai'E OF Body
but symmetrically shaped; wing-butts and shoulders well
lucked in, giving a rounded appearance; tlights and tail
plumage very tight and close; body ])lumii,
r.ither short
aud standing low in the smaller varieties.
Cauhiage Upright, with the head thrown rather liack,
showing a broad and prominent breast; bold and active.
Skui.i- — Short, broad, and globular, nicely rounded in
every direction, and free from any narrowness behind the
beak, or liat on top.
13E.VK
Short and thick, with an even downward curve,
formiug continuation of curve ot the skull, with the upper
mandible hanging over the lower. The more these points
are observable the l)etter. The lower mandible stout, meeting and litting well into the upper.
Beak wattle Smooth, rather full and even on eacli side;
neatly made, and to rise high from the beak, as its projection fills up and rounds off the even convex prolile, called
"down-face;" free from any straight lines or dent.
Eves Prominent and very full set in center of side of
Size OF

Owl

to

;

—

;

;

—

—

—

—

head.

Gullet ok Dew-lap — Should be as full and deep as iioscommencing at tip of lower mandible, and reaching
down the throat to the frill.
sible,

—

FuiLL Ample, and well-developed as possible; oval in
shape, and reaching from gullet to breast; the feathers curlinn- in every direction, and nicely jjarted from the center,
forming the "rose.''
In the Chinese Owl the frill differs; instead of stopping at
the gullet, it parts and extends up on each side of the neck

I'IGEOXS

ir,4

toward the

liack

of
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liuacl,

called

"whiskers."

The

fuller

these are, the better.

Legs — Short,

showiiit;-

little

or no thigh in

the smaller

varieties.

—

Feet Small and iieat.
Solid Coloks A clear aud even color throughout the
entire body free from any admixture of any other color.
Tail-marked The entire body should be pure white, ex;

—
—

cept the tail, which is colored according to the variety.
The white-tailed birds have the body colored according to
the variety, and the tail white.
Whatever the color in the above varieties, it should be
bright, clear, and even.
Jllues

— Have black bars

band near the end
dark shade.

across the wing-coverts, and Ijlack
Xeck and flights of a

of tail-feathers.

—

Silvers
A delicate silver-grey with brownish bars across
the wing-coverts, and band of the same color near the end of
tail-feathers; neck, ilights, and tail of a darker shade of

color.

Powder ed-hliiKs — A
tail

delicate, frosted blue; neek, flights,

and

darker in color.

—

A delicate, frosted-silver tint, with neck,
and tail darker.
Whites Plumage jiure white throughout.
Color of Beak In Blacks, Blues, aud I'owdered-blues is
Poiodered'Sllvers

flights,

—

—

black; in the other varieties flesh color, excepting the Silvers and Powdered-silvers, which are darker.
Color OF Eyes In Blues, a reddish-gravel in the other
varieties a vellowish-gravel, except AVhites, which are dark

—

.,r

;

bull.

CoLoi! OF LEciS

axd Feet— A

—

bright red.

Dls(;ualii''I('Ations Birds not matching when shown in
]iairs;Trimniing, ))lucking, coloring, or any artilicial alteration; under or over weight in the class entered; appearance
of feathers on legs or feet; out of condition from disease;
an)' decided deformity; for Whites, colored feathers, dark
beak, dark toe-nails, or if the eyes are not bull.

BLOE TO KBIT. Drawn

from

life.

2
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THE TURBIT.
a justly ijopuhiv
THIS
pretty markings,
is

variety.

Fur

cuutuui,

iiuat

and a general high-bred and dainty
appearance, it has few equals. It is one of the old
standard varieties and has been bred for many years. Out
ijfithave grown a host of "made" birds; but the Turbit
the foundation of them all. It shows it, for no matter how
we attempt to disguise them, the Turbit properties stand out
i.:

The Turbit is a small bird, in fact much of its
dainty apijcaranee is due to its diminutive stature. It has
a short, round body, full and jjrominent chest, slmulders
well tucked in, flights short and resting on the tail, w hieli i;;
The head is large in jiriipciralso short and closely folded
tion to its body. It is round, very full above the eyes, and
a side view should present a curve from the back of head
clear around to the tip of beak. It has a peak and a mane,
also a fi'ill on the breast.
boldly.

The peak is a delicate piiint, rising just back of the head
and the mane goes well down the back of the neck.

centre,

In the old standards a shell crest was admissable but the
The beak is short,
latest standard, 1898, calls for a "point."
t'.iiek and strong, and the tipper mandible sets in a curve
over the lower, which lits tightly in.
;

The face is broail, with puffy cheeks, and the eyes are full
and prominent. The iieak wattle is small, but well defined;
and must not rise s(j liighastd break the jierfect curve of
the head.

The

frill is

double, turning back both ways. It should be
and taper nicely into points on each side of

full as possible

the gullet, which latter

down

to

the

frill.

Tlie

Is fall

neck

is

and extends from lower beak
nattirally

full tor so

small a
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Legs very short with hardly a ijerceptibh;
Clean below the hock, briglit red aud pale toe nails.
bird.

thigh.

always white, the wing colprimary flights
are white. It comes in Keds, Blacks, Blues and Yellows for
standard colors, but there are other colors which come under
the A. O. C. class. In Blues and Silvers, the wing bars are

The body

color of the Tarbit

is

or stamjiiiig the cohjr of its class; but the ten

In carriage, the bird is erect and spriglitly, and full
The great point in the Turbit is its head, and it is
here that the close competition between noted breeders comes
Such a figure does it cut that the average judge looks
in.
black.

of grace.

over the good headed birds in a class, before he pays any attention to other points.

A great Turbit fancier being once asked for the model
Turbit said concisely, " Bullfmch beak, high neak, full frill
and mane, short neck, short legs aud broad cliest. "
Such a bird looks well from either side or front, aud the
judge does not take him up with pleasure, only to put him
back when he gets a full face view.

how there can be
opinion regarding what are called ''types"
of the Turbit. There is only one proper type, and that is
laid down plainly in the Standard, and as Turbits are judged
liy comparison, the one nearest approaching it is the best
bird.
It is a certainty that the Turbit, the real Turbit, has
The

such

rule

is

so plain that I do not see

divei'sity of

a face different

from any other bird, but approaching nearly
aud that is what has caused so much dis-

to several others,

cussion in the past.

The formation

of the Turbit

head

—

—

or rather face is not
not like the show Antwerp,
nor yet like the Tumbler, but it seems to be a blending, a
like the curve of the Owl.

combination

of all three,

It is

and

it is all its

own.

M'

TURUIT.

)

~-uy

^t^^

^X.
^•-?'-^,

"\

YELLIIW TURBIT.

(
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days there Is a noticeable absence of the grouse
foul neeks and shoulders, bishojied wings etc., that
used to be so common when shows were a new thing in this
country. The standard now fixes the number of white flights,
In these

legs,

while formerly every breeder had a number of his own and
claimed that he was right. Tlie standard now disqualifies
for grouse leg and for "artificial alteration;" but as foul
feathers don't seem to come as much
needless to discuss this latter clause.

now

as formerly,

it is

I know of no other pigeon tliat combines so many traits
each different, which must all be blended into one to make
the perfect Turbit. Hence we find among Turbit breeders,
fanciers of the very highest class; men who work year after
year for that type of perfection which is so hard to get, and
the near approach to which is such a satisfaction to the

enthusiast.

I'IItEom'S

^C'^
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TUEBIT STANDARD.
Size

— Sm.iU,

ing above the
erect

breast full and
Tail short

tail.

lari^e.

Flights short and rest-

and tightly folded.

Carriage

and oraceful.

—

SjirinuiDg from the mane wliieli should extend well
the neck and raising to a ])oinl a little above and be-

Ckest

down

hind the centre of the head, and not broken.

—

HK.iii Large and broad. Fi.'reliead high and round, full
above the \\ attle arrd prominent over the eves, being well
bulged out ^_o as to present a downfaee appearance.

Beak — .short and

thick the tipper mandible having a downItiwer numdilde should be straight and
iitting tightly into the upi'cr.

The

ward tendency.

—

Mouth Wide, with full cheeks extending below the eyes,
the siiace between the juncture of the mandibles and the
eyes being short and well lilled out, and a fair distance from
tlie eyes to the face of the mane.
Evics

— Ijarge

and prominent and situated near the top and

front of the head.

Eye

Cidor dark or bull.

cere,

jiale

Hesh

color.

Beak

W.vtti.e

— A fair aimiunt,

but

in

]ii)

wa> raising nut

of the profile.

Gtn.LKT

— As

much

as possible,

point of the lower mandible,

Fkill

— As much

down

extending from near Ihe
the throat to the

as possible, turning both

frill.

ways and

tajier-

ing off into jioints on each side of the gullet.

Neck — Broad from
Legs

—Short,

front to back.

showing but

little of

the thigh.

Cidor bright

red with pale colored toe nails and free from feathers below

the hock.

PIOEOXS AXD AI.L AllOTT TIIEM.
Markixos — Entire wiuy
except tea primary

mainder

colored accurding to

tlie

variety,

whicli arc wliitc as well as the re-

of the hody.

CoLOKS
colors

fliylits,

l(j;'.

— Black,

known

as,

vers to be black

blue. red.

"Any

yellow,

color''

and

tlie

tlie liars of

acmss the wing

coverts,

various other

the Blue and
liroad,

even

Sil-

and

distinct.

DiscjUAi.iFicATToxs
]iairs.

in

any way.

Out

— Birds

not matchint; when shown

Trimming, jducking, coloring or

Appearance

of condition, or

o£ feathers

arlilicial

on the legs or

any decided deformity.

in

alteration
feet.
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ORIENTAL FRILLS,
above caption covers
THEpigeons
known, not only

a family of the mofet beautiful
as to marking,

other points wliicli distinguish

but in various

them from any other

variety.

They are what are known as "made'' birds. In other
words their existence to-day is due to the care, the knowledge of the blending of certain points and properties to produce certain results, and the skill, ability, and, more than
all to the perseverence of the fanciers who have watched
their pets little by little change from mere "attempts" into
the beautiful realities that stand as a

monument

to their life

work.
I'nder the liead "Oriental Frills" come the following. BlonLaced and Barred, Bluettes, Brunettes, .Silverettes,

dinettes.

Satinettes, Sulpliurettes,

Vizors, Doniiuos, Turbiteeus,

and

Oriental Turbits.

There is a family likeness that runs all through these
beautiful birds, so great in fact that the uninitiated find

them apart.
They are so much alike ti^at one general rule will cover
the main points of all, and the only real variation is found in
great trouble in telling

their marking.

The body is small, compact, and plump; the head is proportionately large in comparison. It is very full, and round,
with high forehead, and it is so arched as to form a complete
curve line from neck to lieak. The face proper is very full,
with chubby cheeks, and tlie beak is short, strong, andthick.
The beak wattle is not large, but is delicate looking, and the
eye is as large and full as possible. They run both smooth
and crest heads ;iu the latter both peak and shell are admitt-

ORIENTAL FRILLS.

^.

<»•

96
.iHSH^L.

_iaE3^£.afc;

BLUK LACED BLONDINETTE,
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lliuugli few shell-crests
must be very fine, come to a
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the peak-crest, it
stand well up and
central.
If a sliell-crest, it must be even and well spread.
The gullet must be very full, and reach to beginning of frill,
which latter must be large and well placed. The neck is
short, thick and broad at the base.
are seen.

ed,

The

If

jiertect point,

and carried closely folded and
must also be in proportion to liody,
The legs are rather short, and are

flights are rather short,

tight to body, and tail

and carried

tightly.

grouse muffed, with short vulture hocks.

would be

It

folly fur

me

to state that the Frills are easy to

breed, for they are not. There is a great tendency to run
foul in the breast, and especially in the thighs. They also

run short of leg feather.

and

They come

foul also in the wings,

tail.

will run badly on the wings, while others
be short of proper spots.
The tail has a dark band, and in it are oval or oblong white
spots. They show plainly when the tail is ojiened, but when
closed, appear like a white liaiid. These sijuts should be

Again the lacing

will

clear

and well delined.

run in colors, Black, Blue, Dun, lied, Yellow
and Sulphur Laced, and Blue and Silver Barred.
The eyes run brown, orange and gravel to nuitch the body
color, and the beaks also vary to ui.itch.
Barred Blurulinettes have clear white wing bars, with a
/>(o(itZi)ieite.'S

black line at lower edge of each bar.
Bloiidinettes have each feather edged in the principal parts, even to the neck.
The Satinette has a white head, neck and liody, but the
shoulders have a dull color, with black edging at lower part.
This bird does not call for a heavy marking, but it must be
clear and even. The eye is dark brown, with flesh colored
fine

Laced
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cere,

and the beak a flesh color. The thighs should be as
and the flights white.

light as possible,

The tail grows darker, beginning at the rump, and has a
dark band, and in this band, are the white spots, as in the
Blondinette.

What

are called Black Satinettes vary only in the shade of
and the tail, which is white with a black edge.

coloring,

tiulplmrettes take their name from their color, which is a
near approach to sulphur. Their markings are the same as
the Satinette.
Silverette has pale shoulders, and white bars, which must
have a dark edge.
Bluette has blue shoulders, and white bars, edged with
black. The tail is a darker blue, with the same white spots
edged with black, thai mark the others.
Tk3 Brunette is really a silver grey, with red brown or
fawn markings, or a French grey with tail of same shade.
The Vizor is much like the Bluette, but the ln>ad is the
eame color as the wings, the dark purple running to a sharp
line, which cuts around the neck at the bottom of the gullet
and runs to the back of the crest. This divides the dark
head from the white body, and makes a beautiful contrast.

THE DOMINO.
The Domino

is one of those

books than in real

birds that

we

see juore often

It is certainly

an oddity, yet it
is a lovely little bird, which, while bearing marked resemblance to the Turbit or Turbiteen families, is yet of a type all
its own.
in

life.

It has a round skull, yet not so round as the Owl's.
It is
peak-headed, but has no foot feathering whatever. It is very
down-faced, with a short, extremely Idunt beak, and has the
It has a black face, the lilack extending
frill on its breast.

EXHIBITION WORKING HOMERS.

THE DOMINO.

SUABIAN,

(

Fanciers Gazette.)
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throat. Tlie rest of the body t(.i the tail
white, and so are the tlights, hut the wing' butts are black.

name from

is

which is similar to a do.nneck and breast. lu
some resiJeets its face is like that of the Nun, though the
resemblance ceases at the crest, both in color and shaiie.
For, while the solid color stops at the shell of the Nun, which
latter must be white, it extends on into the crest of the
"Domino. The Domino, like other "nuide" breeds, must rely
on strong plumage contrasts for its beauty.
It

takes

iuo, or

its

mask

its face,

in its contrast to the white

cute little bird with a picjuant expression, and an air
general "pertness." The eye is full, and may lie dark, or
may be orange or pearl as to iris. The lighter the color of
the eye, the lietter effect it has on the appearance of the dark
"mask" on the face.
It is a

of

The Domino

is not bred to any extent in this country, and
hard to breed true to plumage, liut is liable to jump into
Ijopularity at any time, now that birds with (xuaint markings
are so rapidly coming into favor, and this production is becoming such a matter of rivalry with so many fanciers.
is

THE TUKBITEEN.
The Turbiteen resembles the Turbit perhaps more than
does any other variety of the Orientals, as it has the identiwith the same peak, frill and colored shoulders.
But it has the grouse leg and its forehead and cheeks are
colored the same as its wing color.
cal body,

The spot on the forehead is oval, in fact it looks as if a
thumb had been liressed against it to make the stain. The
marks on the cheeks are pear shaped, and extend from the
beak to the base of the crest just below the eyes. Care must
bo taken that the sjiots do not run into each other, but be
divided by a sharp white line.

PIGEOXS AM) ALL ABOUT THEM.
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standard allnws a bird with only the frontal spot to
but the three spots are more to be desired. They
come in all the colors of the turbit. The upjier beak mandible is dark and the lower white.
Tlie

comjietc,

By reading this description carefully, one can imagine howhard it is to breed such a bird al)solutely true to marking,
but as I have remarked, there is great pleasure to the fancier
when a "true" one is turned out.

ORIENTAL TURBITS.
Oriental Turbits come Blue, Black, Red, Yellow, Silver and
Dun, and also in (Jhecks and Creams. The shoulders must
be nuxrked perfectly clean in deep rich colors, and body white.
The standard however, allows both the white and the dark
tail to

count.

To the fancier who has never bred Orientals, they are a
great study, and he finds himself wondering at the skill of
the

men who breed them.

Very naturally in breeding these dainty birds, the eggs of
which are often worth their weight in uolcl, the use of feedIt would seem useless to suggest
ers or nurses is a necessity.
that in this case the mated birds must not be overworked
even though the desire to get "one or more good youngsters"
is

a natural one.

For feeders, long-faced birds of small

size

are to be desired.

The rage

how many

for Orientals

seems

to

be unlimited just now, yet

remember when they were few and far
country. In the old American Standard (1889)

of us can

between in this
they were not even mentioned; but there
but that tliey have come to stay.

is

no quetsion now.
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ORIENTAL FRILL STANDARD.
(iEXI<;i!AL

FMR.MATIDN FOR ALL VAIUETIKS.

— Large, round,

IIeaij

high, broad and

a continuous carve from
between eye and beak.

CnKKKS — Full and

neck to

tip of

wuU arched forming
bealc, well lilled in

cliul)l)y.

Beak — Short, thick and close
Beak Wattle — Small and of

iittiug.

fine texture.

Eye — Large, bright and prominent.
Cere — Small and smooth.
Crest

—

1.

Needle-pointed, upright and central.

2.

Shell crest, even ridge and wide sjiread.

3.

Plain head.

— Full

and well develoiied, falling from near tip of
under mandible to start of frill.
Neck Thick, broad at base, well arched, and full under,
Gult.?;t

—

jowl.

—

FniLL As much as possible, well covering the breast.
Flights and Tail Proportionate and well set; former
carried close up to liody.
Legs Moderate length, grouse muffed, the feathers continuing to toe-nails, completely covering shanks and feet.
FoH.M Compact, round and (dump.

—

—

—

Carriage

— Erect, active, dignified.
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MUFFED TUMBLERS.
AM

delighted to see the

lers that

I

have appeared

many

fine illustrations of

in the

Tumb-

Pigeon News in the

last

few years.
These photos and cuts are the greatest educators, for no
writer can produce with his pen. the same object lesson that
is given by a half-tone plate from life.
In the

Tumbler we must necessarily begin with the body,
one uniform rule for all. Mark it as we may,

for there is

Shorten or lengthen
ical

tumbler body

muff it, or breed clean, the tyj)remains as the foundation on which

its face,

still

we build all these beautiful additions of art.
The old rule was based on Flying Tumblers, the body
is of medium size, but round, plump, and compact.
Head round, and with high forehead which comes down

which

sharply to a beak of medium length. Eyes prominent, neck
very short and tajiering to a breast that must be very prominent, full and broad.

The shoulders naturally should be very broad

for such

a

and the back short. It then runs (juickly to a
narrow rump and close tail, over wliich the wings are carried.
The legs are short, but strong, and the feet small.
sized bird,

The above
ed, art has

is the typical Tumbler body on which, as I statput so many additions, and it is this body with

which we must begin.
Therefore in starting a Tumbler

loft one should breed first
and experiment as he chooses for the
have read, from what I consider good au-

for this type of bird,

other points.

I

thority, that there
will

long

is

not living to-day, a typical long-muffed

sound colored and perfectly marked. So it
be seen that oven after a good start in Tumblers, it is a

Tumbler, that

way

is

to the top of the ladder.

Black Mottle Tumbler From Life.

-^^^"'^'""i^.LKa^vHITES.DK
C,LEA.K

LEU MOTTLK
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must not be understood as advising my rea<lers not to try
liandsome markings, but my suggestion is tliat lliey work
lir.st for fine body properties, and then for the nnukings.
I

f >r

The mating
shows

of

two birds nearly perfect

in

as a result, birds not nearly so true

parents. Again, the solid colors are far

markings often

as either of llie

more easy

to prnduce

in a type nearly reaching perfection.

The following
and

[

give

Tumbler

it

will give an idea of the dift'erent markings,

in detail because so few (outside of well-posted

seem to know just what some of the names

fanciers)

call for in

way

the

of

markings.

— Color

sound and even throughout, the wing
marks are white and circular, evenly distributed, butts free
as possible from white, the black markings should be V
shaped, well and evenly mottled.
Mottles

Eosewings

—Same as above, excepting back marking.

—

Beards The beard, should be small, crescent-sLaped, and
not extending beyond the centre of the eye, and in line with
centre of beak primary flights and muffs white. The rest
Beak
of the body to be of a sound, even color throughout.
should be flesh color in all varieties.
;

—

White Sides The whole of the body, including tail and
primary flights should be sound color throughout the shoulders, wing coverts and secondary flights juire white; I)eak
;

flesh color,

except in Blacks.

—

Red, Yellow, Black and White, sound, rich
and even color throughout. Black showing a green metallic
lustre; beaks flesh color, except in Blacks.
Self Colors

—

Barred Varieties Blues, Silvers, and Checks, to possess
broad, even black bars, and free from ticking or kite c<doi
beak in Blues and Checkers verj' dark, and in Silvers horn
;

color.
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Saddles

— Black,

Red aud Yellow. The two former
the two latter to be dark or light tailed.
A sniji or blaze up front of face, with a full
Blue,

to be dark tailed;

Head markings —

white beard exteuding from back of eye to back of eye under
beak, forming a bib; with the dark patches running pear
shaped into it from the centre of lower mandible, the latter
In addition, a dot over each eye about the
called whiskers.
size of a hemp seed, with a white band extending around,
with the exception of a lieart shajie on the Ijack, which is
dark, giving the bird tlie name.

—

Badge.s .Same as .Saddles except l)ody color, which should
be dark except foot feathering and ten lower flights which
should l)e white. Head marks same as Saddles.

Regarding tlie breeding for "markings," of Mottles and
Rosewings, F. H. McCardie says

"The tendency of strong healthy birds of good color is to
throw birds with less markings than themselves. The tendency of a weak and inbred strain, or unhealthy birds is to
jjroduce plenty of markings. If you can get a strong healthy
liird gaily marked on the wings only, that is the bird on
which yqu can found the markings of your strain. Inexperienced fanciers would throw such a bird out, instead of
treasuring

it

as

it

deserved.

bird, a self nuirked-brcd

well

marked

is

This, paired to a short marked
the most likely way to breed a

bird.

Two short-marked

or standard

marked

ly to In-eed selfs, unless closely related

birds are most
and gaily bred.

like-

It is the most successful plan to pair so as to strike an
average rather than trying to get like to produce like.

Do not breed too much for one point, but keep the general
average imprnvini;-. The value of the dilferent points is
about ecjual, and a liird perfect in one imint and poor in tho

}\

.t...',

Blue

liadge

Tumbler.

BARRED, MUFFED TUMBLER,

i

Featlipred

"\T..rl(l.)
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remainder is useless for the sliow pen. Cdiisideralih^ weight
may however be given to the head.
Do not be afraid of showing imperfect birds. Support the
shows as much as possil)le, they are the backbone of the
fancy.
Carefully avoid a white back bird or one with white feather in the short flights. These qualities are very diflicult to

breed out and will often crop up in the otlierwise best specimens causing great disappointment. However good a bird
may be, unless you are sure his pedegree is of the best, keep
his blood out of your stock. When mating up it is well to
consider the grand parents as much as the parents ol the
birds in question."

.
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Beak — Close
Watti,k
Skui.i.

AIJOT'T

— Round,

Tmor.

TUMLiLEU STAXDARI).

litting, sti-aiglit set

— Xi-at,

Eve — Pearl,

ALL

:iiiil <ii

iiK-iliuin Uiii-kiiess.

fine in tcxtuie.

slmwinf;'

no linhiess or indentation^

or sometimes ealled wiiile; central'}

I'laeecl.

Ceiie — Small as possible, fine in texture, flesh clnied.

—

Ni'X'K
Medium lengtli, inclined to sliortness. Ijr.iad at
shoulders, tapering gradually to throat slightly areln il.
Body Short, stout and wedge shaped; prnmiiient and
;

—

wide in chest.
Ft.KiiiTs— Close set and broad.

Taii,— Closely tolded.
Le(is

— Stout; well set, and of medium length.
— Profuse, and the outer edge form

Ml'EF

ii.,'^-

;i

Iiiilf

hock without break if ]iossiblc.
Catm;iaoe— Sprightly, upiight, bold, and jaunty.
EioATIIEK — Clean, clo,~e. shoit and tight fitting.

L-oining in to

circle

Black Bai-lge Tumbler From Life.

JiLACK

UALDUHAU TUAIHLEU.

i

Feathered Worlil.

)

Blue Saddle Tiiml.ler.

1'I(tE<.)X«
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CLEAN LEG TUMBLERS.
must not he suppostjd that the long faced elean legged
The lung faced clean-leg
is at all out of date.
has many admirers, and always will have. The cleanlegs run in solids (or selfs) Mottles, and Eosewings, Whitesides, Balds, Almonds, and there are also Gernum Beards,
and Danish Tumblers.
In all colors, the eye should be pearl. The eye cere is jiale
and very narrow, and it should not be red, as this gives a

IT Tumbler

kind of coarse look to the head.

MOTTLES.

A

good Mottle has say twenty to thirty-live white feathers
in the wings, and slightly away from the butts, wliere they
stand clear and distinct. But a common fault is that they
run into the wing butts, and therefore spoil the finished appearance of the true mottle. These white feathers must not
run together, but be distinct. These white dots appear
again at the base of the neck and extend over the Ijack like
a triangle with the base next to the neck.

PvOSEWINGS.
In Kosewings the dots appear in a circle on the wings.
There should be about as many as on the wings of the MotIn England some whites have lieen shown with the
tle.
rose-wing mark in black, but thej are scarce.

WHITESIDE.S.
Whitesides are another fancy variety. They should l)e
solid colored, but with the wing and the short flights all
white. Many of these birds are "made'' birds. They come
with colored feathers all through the wings, which are pulled again and again till they come white.
The "Whiteside is not a good bird to breed, for the reasons
given above.

I'lGKoNS
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BALDIIEA])S.

The

uame

its white head.
The
lower beak, just misses
the eye, and goes around the back of the head at the same

15aldlie;id

gets

its

fruin

line starts fiuiu the thick jiart of the

angle.

To make the Bald nicjru beautiful, the liead should be nicerounded. The ten laige flights should be white. The
lower part of the body is white from a line just below the
wing butts.
iy

BEARDS.
The body except the liiglits
under the lower beak is a white
patch, that extends just under the eye. It is something like
a half moon, with the two horns extending to the eye or a
little under it. This "beard'' is sometimes called a "chuck,"
but that is only a kind of slang terra for it. It is needless to
say that tlie shajie of this beard is often "assisted" by fanciers.
The exactly proper Beard, has ten white flights,
Tlie

and

Beard

tail

thougli

a.

is

is

thus

solid,

inailcevl.

.lust

bird with only eight

is

tolerated.

Otherwise good birds are apt to sliow fi ml feathers about
the thighs and hocks, and tliis seems tu be rather more the
case in Beards and Baldt than in other marked Tumlilers.

(iEiaiAX BEAKDS.
(ierman Beards are longer in the liead and beak than the
English birds, but are tight feathered trim birds, that do
good work in the air.

The Ijeak is a pale tlesli, in all the colors, the eye a pearl,
and the head round, though as stated, rather long.
Good autliorities say that in mating for color in Beards it
is uot well to cross the colors, but rather to mate straight for
the color desired.

I'arlur

Tumbler

From

Life.

I'KiEOXS

AXD

AI.L AI50TJT
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CLEAN LEGGED TUMBLER STANDARD.
Beak — Close fitting, straight set, and
Wattlh — Neat, fine in texture.

of

medium

thickness.

—

Skci.Ij
Rather more oval than round, with wide frontage,
showing no flatness or indentation.

Eyk — Pearl or white, centrally placed.
Ckkk — Small as possible, fine in texture.
Neck — Medium length, broad at base, tapering gradually
to throat, slightly arched.

—

Body Short, stout and wedge-shaped. ]irominent and
wide in chest.
Flights anj> Taii, Flights closely set, broad, short and
carried on tail. Tail closely fidded and wedge shape.
Legs Stout, and well set, and of medium length.
C.\luilEi;s
Sprightly, upright, bold and jaunty.
Featiieii Clean, close, and tight fitting.
Motti.es Color sound and even throughout. The pinion
mottlings should be white, and nearly circular, evenly distributed, butts free from white. The back marking should

—

—

•

—
—
—

V

shaped, well and evenly ^aottled. Beak as in Selfs.
Same as Mottles excepting back markings.
Beards Markings. The Bearding or Chuck should be
small, and not extending bej'ond the centre of the eyes, and
Primary flights 10 x 10 tail and
in liue with centre of beak.
stockings white; the rest of the body to be of a sound even
color throughout. Beak In blues, blacks and chequers, the
upper mandible should be dark, and the lower flesh colored,
while In other varieties both mandibles should be flesh
be

RosEwiNGs

—

—

—

colored.

Bald Heads — Markings.

Head, primary flights 10 x 10,
and body color downwards from the breast bone, white.
The line of demarcation should extend from slightly under
the lower mandible, following close to the eye and gradually
tail

leii

PKJEdNS AXB ALL ABOUT THEM.

and evenly lisiug

to the

hack

of the

skull.

Beak & Cere,

llesh colored in all varieties.

WiiiTEsiDKS

— The

whole of the body, including tail and
should be sound colored thronghout.
The shoulders, wing coverts, and secondary flights, pure
white. Beak Flesh colored, excepting blacks, which should
])rimary flights 10

-n:

10,

—

be black.

Almoxds

ct

Sl'ij-Vakie TIES

Self Coeoes — Blacks.

— Same

Color, deep

as in the Short-Face.

and sound, showing

—

a green metallic lustre. Beak and toe- nails Black.
Reds. Rich color, sound and even throughout, with a lustrous, golden bronzy hackle showing free from green. BeakFlesh coloreil.

Whites should possess a satin silvery-like appearance, with
Beak, Toe-nails, Eye and Cere, wli'ite.
Yellows. Color, rich golden, even throughout, hackle
showing a pink lustre free from green. Beak F'esh colored.

—

PKJEOXS AND Al.L AIJOTT
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SHORT FACE TUMBLER.

THEnowshort
as

it

the fact
wliicli

I

tace tumbler dues not

seem to be as jioiiubir
was some years ago, and I attrilmte tliis lo
that so many have taken np the variety of

liave just written.

Short faces are smaller in size and liave all the characteristics of the other breed, and the high forehead is much more
pronounced. They are cute little birds, many of them beautifully marked and are most eniiihatically "toys."
It must
not be understood that a short face and a "down face" are
at all alike.
Take the Owl for instance, and its face is very
short, but the beak comes right on down from the face. But
in the short face tumbler, the forehead bulges out as far as
)iossible and the beak breaks this line and stands out almost
at right angles.
Anoiher
It is very short and very line.
)ioint; the tumbler ])ro])er, often carries iti elf with the head
rather forward, while the short face carries it back of its very
IJrominent breast. In fact theie are two grand curves in the
short face, one at the forehead and another at the chest.

They are dear little birds and make the very best of i^ets.
They are not good breeders, being bred down rather too tine,
and thus lacking vigor of constitution, and the short beaks
are not adapted for either feeding by the old or receiving
the food by the young.

THE PARLOR OR INSIDE TUMBER.
Parlor or Inside Tumbler is a. very pojiular variety
America, but scarcely known in Kngland. They are
judged by eonjparison, as to the way they do their
Some of them make only one re\<ilutiou in the air
work.
four, and light
after I'isino-, but some make three or I'ven
tumbler
that does its
jiarlor
The
feet.
their
on
squarely

THE

in
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work the most

THECAL.

turning nicely in the
space and striking the floor with its wings
folded nicely and feet firmly jjlaced with no sprawling, is the
hird that will win, no matter what its color or general
appearance.
easily aucl gracefully,

air in the shortest

They usually come in solid colors, but there are lovely
mottles and splashes. They are great pets and can be trained to a high degree, and are a never failing source of interest
at shows.

As

tumble
There are two things
in favor of the Parlor Tumbler, one that it can be bred anywhere, and in almost any kind of a lot't, and another that the
fancier who breeds them always has something with which
their merit consists

S(nely in their ability'to

well, little attention is paid to feather.

to delight visitors.

OUTSIDE TUMBLERS.

WE

liave now treated of "'show" Tumblers, and Inside
workers, and therefore come to what is known as a
"flying kit," in other words. Tumblers that are

judged by their ability to keep on the wing, and ]iractice
those wonderful evolutions tliat have given the Tumbler its
name.
I take it for granted that the fancier who owns a good flying kit, cares little for marking. Tlie Work of such birds is
done in the air, where the most excjuisite marking counts for

naught.
It is no easy thing to produce a good Kit of Rollers even
with a good start in the way of stock, as much care must
be expended in getting tiiL: pruper rolling into a Kit.
It will not do for the birds to dart up in the air, make a
few revolutions and then settle. That is not rolling. The
birds must go up and stay up. They must roll with some

PIGEOXS AND A\Aj ABOUT THEM.

i!l)l

and at a good height, and liciiee tlie great ueeesshaving birds that will work together.
A good Roller must be a fast worker, but it must lie uniform in its work.
Perhaps it is necessary to exjjlain still further, as many do
not understand of what a good flying Kit consists. When
regularity,
ity of

the bird is let out, its rolling is its exercise; its delight. It
gets rid of its superabundant spirits by rising high, circling
in great circles and ever and anon 'rolling." The great
point is to keep the Kit well up.

,

THE TIPPLER.

trained in various ways the nu)st gento allow them to first get used to the
loft, and its vicinity, and then frighten them into the
Instinct keeps them up longer than other birds, and,
air.
when they feel like settling, they are frightened off with a
cloth on a pole until the owner is willing to let them come
birds are
THESE of
which
eral

is

down.
I think that Tipplers and Rollers are just now coming into
popularity in this country, and we ought to have Kits that
We want no red
fly for the love of Jt, and not through fear.
and white flags, and lanterns in this country, but birds that

will

go into the

air,

work well and come down

at

a projier

time.

There are some splendid Kits in this country, and all a
modest fancier needs is about three good old pairs, and he
will soon have a Kit, for the young will fly well at two or
three months. And, trained with good parents they will
work all the better. One can let them out in the morning^
enjoy them, and then go about his work, satisfied that they
will drop in

due time.

]M(;eons
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THE BARB.
is a variety of pigeou well known the world
but I am sorry to say that it seems to have retrograded in the jiopular fancy in this country during
the last few years. At the old-time shows, Barbs were always
an important class and well filled but latterly they seem to
have lost their hold on the popular fancy, and the Barb classes are not only badly tilled, but the entries are confined to
two or three fanciers who still stick to them.

THE

liarli

over,

;

Barbs have brought very higli prices in the fancy, perhaps
high as any known variety, ilosi of its points lie in the
skull, the head total, and the beak and jew wattle.
as

In size, the bird is medium, but it ha.s the broad breast,
strong and prominent wing butts, and the general "well
built" appearance of birds of its family.

The beak is short and massive, with a strong, "down-lace"
appearance, and the mandibles are of al)0ut even thickness.
The beak wattle stands out
onto the beak.

large and full,

extending well
evenly divided on either
The jew wattle matches the

It is of fine texture,

side, and must not be stained.
beak wattle as nearly as possible and must have no
The jaw of the liarb is full and .'trong, and adds to the
appearance of the entire head.

The eyes

stains.

scjuare

are completely surrounded by a heavy eye wattle

The eye is pearl color with dark pupil except iu whites, which have bull eyes. The legs and feet arc
as bright a red as possible.
cf a bright red.

The eye

wattle, lieing

description.
directi<.nis

ness

is its

a great jioint,

It is circular

and even,

is

wortliy of a careful
out evenly in all

tilling

and slunild stand well tuit tiom
great point and there should

tlie
lie

eyes.

Its evenno tendency to

B^RBS.

IF.eatbered

Voria.>

^HH^^^^P/

'

'Jr

-jfei
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The neck is short and tapers gradually from the
shoulders to the head. The hreast Is bioad and full
and should stand well out, Init not detract from the plump
body lines. Back broad and flat. The wings rest above the
tail, which latter is of medium length, and the legs are
short.
Barbs come in Blacks, Keds, Duns, Yellows and
Whites.

spouts.
sijuare

A

great deal dejjends on keeping the wattle in good shape.
large that it is apt to become the abiding place for
little ulcerations.
The tendency to these sores does not come
from heredity, but is the effect of dirt and extraneous matter
It is so

that gets into the little crevices. When a barb is to be shown,
the most caieful attention must be shown to its wattles.

The Barb is a bird that must be kept in confinement, as a
well developed specimen cannot see either in front or behind.
The old authorities are fond of referring to the Barb as a
"spool-head" and looking at it from the front, its head has

much the appearance of a spool with the winding part of the
spool as a base, and the two sides for the eye wattle.
Their fecIt is hard to breed Barbs without good nurses.
undity is great, but, through peculiar head formation, they,
lack the ability to teed their young. As in many other birds
where the egg must be removed, it is not well to let the hens
over-lay. They should be allowed to set on their own eggs
or on "dummies" until nature has a chance.

The Barb does not reach its show form till about three
years old, and it is hard to tell just how the average youngIf it has the proper head forster in the loft will turn out.
mation the chances are that the wattle will come all right

I'KJEOXS AXT)
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THE CARRIER.
pleasu show me a Carrier
Oil,one'.' Judn'C,
AVhy what a fuuny bird. Does
!N[r.

want
I

note in its beak, anil
note taken'.'"

how does

it

Oh,

1

it

is that
carry the

know where you

tlie

K've this samijle ot tli':. questions asked a Judge at a show
my readers may see the jiredieament I am in.

in order that

through writing for

We

otliers tlian fanciers.

the purple,) all know that the show Carrier is not
a Homer, and that the ILmier is the bird that takes a message to its home loft, and nowhere else. That the average
Show Carrier would not home a mile.
I

I

(of

feel that I

hurt

state that the

tlie

show

feelings of no Carrier fancier,

when

Carrier, the old English Carrier, is

one of the most jjopular varieties.

not

At the big shows the

Carrier classes are rarely well tilled, yet )ierson.illy I think
the Carrier a wonderful liird, and (jne that well repays the
fancierfor the time spent in perfecting its points.

The

a large bodied pigeon, and is iu reality
it really looks, for its feathers lie
close and hard, and it is so "trim" as to be misleading. One
of its great p(.>inls is its watlle.
There must be two, the u])Carrier

is

larger and heavier than

l>er or beak wattle, and the lower or Jew wattle.
prominent these are, the better.

The more

The head of the Carrier should be long, shallow on
and narrow between the eyes.

toji,

The wattles should stand out well, but be short and wide.
The beak wattle should be free from hollowness, but should
be full, and larger of course than tlie Jew wattle, wliich,
however should have the same general characteristics as the
former.

ENGLISH CARRIER.

Swiss or Crescent,

Priest.

PIre-back.

AXU ALL

PIGEON'S

The eyo should be
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and promiueut. and should have a
the bird were ready to spring into tlie
air at the slightest motion.
wild, alert look, as

full

if

The beak is long and thiek and nearly straight,
urement Ijeing two inches from the eye to the tip.

tlie

meas-

The neck

is long and slender, aud with a clean gullet. The
broad and full, and the shoulders very sijuare, with
prominent wing butts. The wings and tail are long, and the
thighs muscular, with long, strong looking legs. The feet
are also large and muscular looking.

breast

is

Black and Dun Carriers have always seemed the
ular bleeds, but the white now seems to be ciuit.e
In blacks and blues the eye should be dark red.
it should be dark, or bull-eye, and
in Yellows,

Duns it should be a
The great point is

most popthe fancy.
In whites
lieds

and

pearl.

to breed a very long face aud then get
the proper wattle on it, but the same idea of getting ''length"
must also be applied to the bird. With a cocl< with a good
heavy wattle, and a hen that may be somewhat lacking in
this respect, it is possible to get good young, provided the
is a good rangey bird.
The Carrier is emphatically a show

hen

bird,

and

is

rarely tired

save in confinement.

Before a show the greatest attention should be paid to
Every feather should be clean and in place, and
the wattles should not show the least particle of dirt. In
cleaning the beak and eye wattles it is best to do so several
days before a show in order that the bird may have the tint
these birds.

that nature has put on.
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THE DRAGOON.

THEone

Dragoon
of the

that lives.
of the

not only a variety of its own, but it is
most handsome and most striking i)igeous
is

It is

chiimed

Horseman, a bird

of

tliat it is a direct

which we now never

descendant

liear.

In England there are two types, the sturdy compact bird
that we now accept as the pro])er one, and a narrow sleuderly built bird, that had the proper head and beak, Ijut lacked
the strong and vigorous make-up of the now tyijical Dra

goon.

The most pronounced feature al)out the Dragoon is its
which comes up round, full and broad, and narrows

skull,

quickly to the beak.

more

of a wedge-shape, than

any other, and the watts
adds
to ibis general contour.
The rise from the beak tip is also
regular, and this gives a sort of "low forehead'' appearance,
which must be seen to he understood.
It is now admitted that the proper skull must be about
twice as broad at tlie back, as at the frontal, where the wattle begins.
There has been much discussion as to length of
beak, but I believe the best authorities place it at about one
and a half inches from tip to front edge of the eye.
The wattle is a great feature in the Dragoon, and should
rise gradually from where it begins on the beak, to the beginning of the frontal bone, but it should not extend much
over the side of the beak, for this would detract from its even
appearance. Close to the skull it comes up even and hard,
as if firmly glued to it, and does not stand out as does the
It is

which

fits

close to the beak,

and

is

also wedge-shajied,

Carrier's.

The beak should be as thick as possible, with no wattle on
the lower mandible.

BLACK DRAGOON

Sl;etchetl

from Life.

GERMAN ANCIENT TUMBLERS.

PiaEONS AND ALL ABOUT
The uye should be

large

It is just

expression.

and

midway

THE:SI.

and have rather a wild
the face, and llie iris is a

full,

in

rich red.

The neck is short and stronj;', and sjjreads
broad chest, and a broad. Hat liack.
The shoulder butts protrude

slightly,

L;ra.dually

to a

and show much

strength, but the wings do not set so closely as in the Carrier.

The

tiiglits

are broad, even, and strong looking,

just above the tail at their

The

tail is

from the

The

inclined to be

legs are short,

The

is

carried

rather up

and very strong looking and the thighs

legs are clean, with no suspicion of booting,

and rest on large strong
red,

short and

floor.

muscular.

may

and rest

tijis.

In color, the

feet.

comes
yellows and whites are hardly up
suit himself,

other colors.
a nice Silver.

I

as the bird

think there

is

in all

Dragoon fancier
colors, though

to the standard of the
nothing more handsome than

Blues seem to be the most favorite coloreil birds, and as a
The Dragoon is a good breeder
and thrives with wonderfiil ease in almost any kind of a
color are in the majority.
loft.

Of late years, the Dragoon has made wonderful strides in
popularity, not only in this country but in Kngiand, for at
one of the recent large shows over the water there were

more Dragoons entered than birds

of

any other one

variety.

should be remembered that the Dragoon is somewhat
Allwaltled birds seem
of a fighter, but not a vicious bird.
born fighters, and yet they are chary of mankind.
It

PIGEONS AXT) ALL ABOUT THEM.

214

DEACJOOX iSTANDARLl.
Head — AN^udge-shaped and Itroad, yet i>roportiouatt'

to the
stoutness and length of the lieak, slightly curved when viewed from the side or front, thus showing no angle or extended
fiat

surface.

Beak —Thiclv, measuring from

the termination of the beak
horn to the anterior curner of tlie eye, about li inches. The
lower mandible stout, straight and close fitting; the upper
also stout, and terminating in a slight curve.
Wattle — Peg shaped, (. e., broad and perpendicular at its
base, narrowing witli even sides and longitudinal furrows
towards the point of the upper mandii)lc, but not intruding
on the lower.
Ey?'.

Ceke — .'^mall,

fine in texture, nearly circular, slightly

pinched at the back.
Eye Prominent and watchful. In Blues, Silvers, Chequers
and Grizzles, the iris of a deep rich red ccdor. Inothervarieties, an approximation to this color; exoejit in Whites, in
which the iris is dark colored.
Neck Short and thick withoni <jiillel. and widening boldly
from head to shoulders.
BuEAsT Broad and fulL
Back Brcjad and as flat as possible; shoulders prominent.
Wings Strong, the fiights carried above the tail.
Tail Short and running in a line with the back, carried
clear of the ground, and extending quite half-an-inch beyond

—

—

—
—
—
—

tlie tips of

the winL;s.

LE<is— Short.

The thighs stout and muscular. The whole
length of the body, frnm the point of the beak to the extremity of the tail, about l.j inches.
Color In Bhu>s. The neck dark and lustrous; the body,
ruinp and thighs, a leaden blue of uniform shade.
JI.JiUKiMis
A broad black bar across the end of the tail.
'J'wo black tiars, abnul s <i{ an inch, wide, even ami
disliiu-t

—

—

CHEQUER DRAOOON.

o
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ruuniug trausverseley from top lo bottom of each wing, in
the form of the letter V inverted. Color of lieiik in Blues
black. Color of Eye Cere. A dark grey.
Colors of Grizzles and Clieqiiers. Eacli Featlier distinctly
grizzled or chequered. The marking, cohjr of Beaks and Kye

same as in Blues.
Color of Silvers. A uniform and liglit silver tint. Xeck
Bars as black as ])ossilde. Beak, horn
a deeper shade.

cere,

color.

Yellows and Reds. Color unifornr and liriglit.
even llesh color. Eye Cere, hard and white.
Wattles
Beak, jiale llesh color
Eye Cere
Yellows and Reds.

Beak

of an

same

as iu
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THE SHOW HOMER.
Show Homer not a bird that would
THEattention
the show room, and by
is

attract mucli

this I

in

mean

that

it

has not the variegated plumage that would cavise the
masses to stop and look at it. Yet it has its jioints, and they
are as hard to breed to perfection, as are the points of other
birds.

The show Homer

another of the birds that has sjirung
and this asserticju holds tiue on
either side of the big pond.
into

sudden

is

jiopularity,

The primary points show at an early age, and the breeder
does not have to halt between hope and fear and wonder
" how the birds will turn out. " Just as soon as the youngthrough moult it is ready to show, and in fact
about as well then, as when fully matured.

ster is

it

looks

There are two great points in the show Homer, and they
head and body. The head is a beautiful curve
from the tip of the beak to the back of the skull. There is
no gap between the beak wattle and the skull, but it Alls
right up in one unbroken curve. The eye cere is small and
line, and dark.
The color of the eye most sought for is a
pearl or flesh white. The beak is medium in length and
thickness and seems to ht close to a compact head. The
wattle is not huge, but clo^e iitting and must come up just
enough to make that perfect curve that we see in so many
wood cuts and on so tew birds. The chest of the bird is full
and strong and stands well out, and the shoulders are also
well out and strong Itioking, though there must be a closeness of feather all over. The very aiijiearanoe of the body
which is short and lliiek set, gives the idea of hidden
are simply

strength.

PIGEOXS AN"D ALL ABOUT THEM.
The

flights ;ire short and broad, and lap closely, and the
short and also folded so closely as to seem like the end
The legs are (if medium length, and of strong
of a wedge.
appearance. The beak wattle is rather of an almond shape,
and as I stated, it must come up just far enough to make the
perfect curve I meuljoned. There is no jew wattle, and the
bird must be clean cut on the neck. The bird is a long face,
pure and simple, and the longer the better.
The entire head of the show Homer should look "louo"
with the eye just abcjut the centre. The eyes run pearl, red
tail

SHOW HOMERS.
and black, or bull, but the jiearl eye makes a contrast that
is striking and gsives a better general look to the bird.
Though the entire head seems to be a curve, this should not
extend to the beak, which is almost straight, but the curved
appearance is back of the beak and its being straight does
not affect the general outline.
Though the neck is strong looking, it is not coarse. On
t lie contrary
it is very clean cut, and it tapers down to the
broad chest.

PKiEONS AM) ALL ALOFT TOKM.
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THE FLYING HOMER.
NOW take

uji the pigeuu that is ptihaiis creating more
excitement lo-(hiy than is any other breed. Not only
are its wonderful jiowers being turned to use in civil and
military lite not only is it used as a "sporting" bird, just as
the ratje lierse is used, but, through its low price, it is being
ditseminated all over this land, and is being kept by untold

I

;

numbers

of liudding fanciers

better than the

common

who want something

pigeon, and yet cannot

a

litt'e

aft'ord

to

handle the high priced varieties.
Again,

it is

so hardy, so strong, so easily kept, (needing

more attention

tlian the

common

no
and such are its
young, thai it is no won-

]jigeon)

breeding powers, and its care of its
der that Homers are to be seen in almost every
in the country.

little

village

Outside of the general characteristics, the Homer is not
bred for feather, tcir body, skull, beak, or even size, excejit
that it should be large enough to be vigoi'ous.
Some of the greatest Hyers have been rather small and
delicate looking birds tliat have easily surpassed other bird^
which have seemed to show every pnint bred tn the liighest
perfection.

Take the average basket of Homers that IS sent to an Ex.
press ottice for liberation, and no num, no matter how carefully he may look theni over, can express a com))etent o])inion as to

which

is

the best

liird.

But the working Homer is not ]iroduced without due care,
and the greatest regard to lieredity. It is to a iiroduciut; uf
the instinct, nr the eye siylit and memory, or whatever we
may decide it to be, to which the good fancier direets his
attention.

i'1(;e()\s

and all

aixm't

'riiKM.
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The successful flyer not only watches to sec tlinttlie piMjper
and muscle, the proper stamina, enters into his binls,
but he knows every blocd line in his loft, and when he mates

lione

he

tries to

blend the birds, the records of the ancestors of
so plainly where the coveted "homer sense" lies.

which show

Two

great es,sentials in handling

training.

uic-i;

Then

let

are trajijiiug

and

birds can be taught to trajj fast in a few
go hungry and drive them out of the loft,

Let them
morning, and get them up in

days.

on a

Homers

Young

the bob-wires

tlie air.

down and throw

plain sight, on the floor, and, being

a good feed in
hungry they will soon

and go to feeding. Try it again in the evening, and
day after day, till the tiirds find that the sooner they
bolt in, the sooner Ihey will get to feeding.
He sure and

force in
so on

liavt'

either a very large entrance

so tliat a single

liole, or

several small ones

bird cannot stand at the hole and licat off

he others that wish

to enter.

The young birds must be trained to "lionie" and in this
connection 1 want to sound a note of warning against overworking young bird.'-. Uetter ten good liies of ten njiles each,
than one bad one of twenty-five. Trainjug shouh. begin at
live months, for liy that time the youngsters will get a
good knowledge of localities around the home loft. They
should be taken short distances, not in one direction, but to
all the i)oints of the comp^ass.
say

where hi>ine lies,
where they are sent on lung trills, tlie same
general knowledge of line of tliglit, will uuide them.

The idea

is

to give tliom a conception of

so that no matter

But, to return to my subject, and it i,^ well to use a rubber
stamp, and on the wing of each bird, and on the tail featliers
stamj) a request to notify you, (using name and address,) if
the bird

is

caught or shot.

PIGEON^'
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general appearance

latter bird is a direct

TIIKM.

is mueli like the sliow Homer,
descendeut of the worker.

it

FLYiis;(:

irc).-\iEr.,

I feel that I have iiol done Justice to tliis woudcilul bird,
but anyone wlio reads the daily press can constantly see rc-

l)orts of the uses to which
being put.

tlie

instinct of llie true

Homer

is

PiUEONS AXD ALL ABUUl' THEM.
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THE SCANDAROON.
BELIEVE

I

said soiiiewliere in

tliis

work

tliat

to

me

all

pigeons were Ijeautiful, but I fear 1 will liave to draw
I
tlie line on the.Scandaruou.
This bird is like no otber. It lias somewhat the Ijody t liajiC
uf the Homer, though more lenj^tby in build.
Legs c lean,
and rather short; wings well folded and laiijiing over tail.
The head is large in proportion to body. .Small eye and I)eak
wattles, the latter extending well down (Ui the beak, m •hi eh
is curved down.
It can hardly bo called a "yickle-ljill'
yet
'

SCANDAROON.
a curve from the face to the tip of the beak.
There are not many of them in this country, and the few
fanciers who keep them, and to whom I have spoken, have
admitted that they saw no beauty in them, but kept them
because they were odd and quaint looking.
In Germany the Scandaroons have a strong j.lace in favor.
and at Nuremberg especially, they can be found in profusion.
I do not think the bird will ever be popular in America, for
the reason that it has no particular beauty, or good points to

there

is

commend

it.

AIIUTT
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TllKil.

THE RUNT.

THE

Hunt

is

come

a large bird Uuit lias

Into notoriety of

through its size and nothing else.
It has no markings by which the judge can use combut it is simi>ly a large pigeon, bred large by those

late rears,

liaiison,

who
llic

feel that a jiigeon lejireseiits

limit has

lieeii

found a good

so

much

liiril

meat.

for a cross,

However
to

malie

Homer, or with birds
of tliat class, the young have l)een found to show up iu good
shape, and they are certainly as good eating as can ))e found,
good eating

sijualis.

Crossed with

one can imagine

tlie

the iiigeon is a bird lit only
look on the jiigeon as licing
sonu^lhiiig more tlian "a piece of livci'" /. e. si'melhing to
use as so much marketing, the cultivation of the liunt does
not offer !n;iny inducements, though it must be admitted
that by its size, it is an impressive sort of bird.
Still, there is notliing in the way of grace or style, that
will ever make it a show bird.
As to the l^rceding cpuilities
of the Itunt, the Kunt proper is not .'i> good a breeder as the
cross bred bird.
Just as in any liird that is bred ti> excess in
certain jioints, the Kunt seems to devclope a tendency to
grow either into infertility or into pom feeding qualities.
In shape, the liuut is much like the common pigeon, but
its tendency is to carry the tail "uji" instead of out, with the
tlia.t is if

to eat.

To

llie

fanciers

tliat

who

below it. The neck is coarse, and the shoulders wide; breast plump, and body rather short built.

flights resting

no regular body lines can be laid down. The judge
jiulge by comparison, taking for his ideal a
large sized common pigeon, '•built for meat," and iiothin<'wise.
It may be tha.t iu years to come we may liuild the
Paint on certain lines, and it will then lie a, show bird but
prior to that time we must simply assume tliat it is a lar"-e
fStill,

must simply

common

iiigcon.

I'KiEDXS

A\D ALL AIUK'T
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THE DUCHESSE.
a bird that
not well known to
THIS
latterly they seem to have grown in
is

is

tliu

masses, yet

iiii[iu];uily.

The Duehesse
iiion jjigeon,

booted.

hj(.)ks

There

stoekeame from the other

simpl)' like
is

no

side,

an overgrown eonil»Lit lliat the old

(jiu'stion

suii]]osably

from Germany

or Holland.

The great points with the Duchesse are size and bree<ling
iire handsome birds, and have many
attractive ways. They come in all colors.
The ))eak is long and fine, with the U]ii>er niaudilile far
more heavy than the lower and slightly rnrviil at the tiii.
The eye should he large, full and rouiul, willi a mild e.xpresquality, yet withal they

.sion,

just the reverse of the Ilinner

and

liirds

of

t.liat

class.

The neck is very short, and sets nicely on very broad slioul.
ders.
Back broad, wings closely folded, with tips meeting
over the

tail.

The tail is
The legs are

closely folded

and

i,s

held up from

tlie

ground.

short and strong looking, and are heavily boot-

ed from the hocks to the tips of toes.
They come either smooth-headed, or shell-crested. They
are good liome birds, fine breeders and feeders, and as stated,
have many good points to commend them to the public, yet
they will never rank up in class with the true "fancy''
pigeons.

.

AM)

I'KiEoNS

2i!()

AI,L AllOTT TIIE^I.

THE ARCHANGEL.

THK

i\-i-cli;iL-i;el

is

;i.

ixiiiil",

tliau tlie

rii-li

for

1

does uot

bird that

coutra-sts of iiluinai;e, yut

do not

ki!o«'

its

dcpt-iid

iiliiuiage

of aiiytliiiiy

luiuize of an Aiclia.iigel's

is

its

uu

.sli:ir]i

greatest

move beautiful

utck and breast, as

wing, so inl<y l>laeiv that it
it sliows next to the burnished
seems different fri'iii almost any other bhiek we see. I'er1 only know
hajis it is tlie eombination of colors tlia.t. does it
that for 1iea.uty of jilunuige few liirds ran exeel the Arch:

angel
I

do nut consider it a. striking
as he slowly takes it

grows on one
It is

anollier of

what

are

known

Ijird.

1

tliink

its

lieauly

in.

as <Terniau Toys, yet

it

is

different fronr all tlie rest.

long and narrow,
must be lean
and slender, but uot angular at tlie top. Tlic ciest should
and should
iie a perfect p)eak, runnijig to a nice crest point,
show no mane at all. The lieak is long and slender with
stimewbat c>f a cur\ e at the entl. It should ha\e a small fine
wattle, and tlie upper mandible of beak of a darker tint than
tlie lower.
The eye is full and briglit, and deep red in color.
licginning with the head,

w

itli

a

round

skull.

it

In oilier

should

words

lie

its

face

is long and slender, and is a perfect wedge shape
shoulders u]j. which latter should be well defined,

The neck
from

llie

liut not

square.

The Andiangel is nol a "bloeky" bird, tint is sleuder in all
jioinls.
The lireast protrudes slightly, but must be a neat
and pretty curve.

The wings arc very long, lull lie close to the body. They
leach iicaily to the ti]i of (lie tail, and rest just over it.
The
legs arc rather long, giving the bird an ''uiistanding" ap-

THE ARCHANGEL.

THE SHOW HOiMBK.

PIGEOX.S
pearaiice.

and

tlie
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Tliey are bright red,
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from any feathering,

toes are black.

The head and neck, the breast and tluglis, are uf a beaut.^
copper bronze, and the wings rump and tail are of a metallic
black, which has the peculiar lustre of which I have spoken.
A well groomed Archangel can show more lovely shades
than any other pigeon of whicli I liave any knowledge.
The Archangel
ably true, and
pojmlar.

I

is

see

The description

a good breeder, and also breeds remarkno reason w\\j it should not become very

I have given is of the dark bronze variety,
admitted to be the best. There is a lighter variety,
differs from it in tint of color, and is called light
bronze. In the dark bird the entire upper mandible is marked, while in the light variety, there is a small black stripe at
the point only, while the rest of the beak is flesh colored.

which
which

is
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ARCHANGEL STANUAKD.

—

Heati Li-iiiK 'Hifl narrow, with gradual t;ur\ u from front
to back round skull, showing an easy curve in all directions;
lean face, junction with head to neck almost imperceptible.
;

—

Ckest Central, needle-pointed, one-fourth to one-half
inch in length, and slightly inclined forward, showing no
mane behind or beneath it.
Beak Dove shaped, light brown cnlor, slightly curved at
end with black marking on top of upper mandible extending

—

from wattle

to

end

Wattle — Fine

of beak, lower

in

mandible straight.

texture and small, showing very

little

or

no white surface.

Eve

ANT)

Cere — Deep orange

red; pupil large and clearly

defined, prominent, yet of a rather mild exjiression, eye-cere
verj'

small and tine in texture.

Neck — Long,

slender, graceful, and slenderest at point of
junction with head, gently widening toward the shoulders,
joining the latter with a gradual curve.
liKEAsT Slightly prominent, plain and neat
\ViN(is
Long, close to body, and tapering to flights, which

—

—

should lie narrow in web of featlier, extending to within a
half an inch ot end of tail and meeting tip to tip, gently
resting on the tail.

—

Legs and Feet Firm and of good length, shank free from
feathers and covered with fine scales; toes well separated
and long, claws black, legs and feet crimson in color.
BoDV Kather small in size, narrow and slender, and gracefully tapering from front to vent, with shoulders well defined and close to the body.
CoLOii Wings, rump anci tail rich bronzed black; around
ends of wings and rump feathers are arranged brilliai.t metallic colors, changing in hue with every change of position;
tail feathers black, have a rounded appearance at end; head,
neck, belly and thighs an e»en, deep rich cop]ier.
Pi.UM.v<iE Close and i-ompact.
Natuiie Kather wild, vet graceful.

—

—

—

—

THE SHOW HOMER.
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THE NUN.
THIS
we

Hiiuther "Loy"" pigeon, fortliu inndactiou <>t which
can thank our German friends.
It is anotlier of the type which must rely un a conis

trast of colors for its distinctive jioints.
It is not a po|)ular bird, yet why I do not see, unless it is
because of the tendency of foul feathers to crop out, for it is
a splendid breeder, and can thrive anywhere. It is a very
attractive bird, and has many admireis, yet for some i-eason
there are few fanciers who take it up as a specialty, and
breed it up to the perfection it deserves.

The body

of the

Nun

is

neck, tlighl, feathers and
Ij'

this color

and

is

black, but

pure white, with
tail, of
it is

some

its

head, front of
General-

solid color.

bred also in red, yellow, dun

blue.

and clear, and comes clear
and must be white, in order to make
the sharp contrast with the colored head more marked. In
bl.acks the beak must be black, and in the other colors it is
It

has

a.

crest tliat rises sharp

around from eye

to eye,

flesh colored.

The old writers were at logger-heads about the number of
colored flights the bird must have. Fulton demanded ten
flights colored, while others weie content with six.
After
It

all,

the marking

has uo booting, and

its

is

about

all

that

makes the Nun.

legs arc a rich red.

PIGEONS AND ALL AHOFT TFIEM.
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THE TRUMPETER.

THEtheTrumpeter
fancy, and

is

one of tliemost

wliile not

tbe very highest
anlic breeders.

In

;i

jioint liy

old days

it

o<l(l lookiug liiiils in
general favorite, is bred to
quite a number of entliusiwas s<Mnetimes called the

Laughing pigeon, but it now goes by tlie name of the llnssian
i>r Bolfhara Trumpeter.
This bird is said to be a naiiveof
Russia, but the great majority of tliose in this country were
imported from Germany. That the trumpeter is one of tlio
most peculiar vagaries of the pigeon tribe, all will admit.
I know of no other pigeon that has the "rose" so developed,
and the nearest approach to it in any bird is in a breed of
Canaries that have it. This rose is a complete circle beginning at the centre of the skull, covering it entirely, extending over the eyes and over almost the entire beak.

The

crest

of

rieties as the

making a

the trunijieter

Sw

sorl

is

similar U' that of such va-

Nun, and it rises behind the rose,
double head covering. The larger this
course, and it shouhl begin below the eye.

illow and

of

crest the bellei ol

As to boots, the trumpeter stands almost alone, if I may
except the Spot or Fairy .Swallow. There is no great length
of feathei at the hock, Imt the booting grows heavier as we
go down, until, on the outside of the foot it reaches an enormcuis length.

This bird is vciy deceptive in size, scjine of them, thrtuigli
wonderful and loose feathering, looking as large ;i.i
Runts, but the body is no larger than that of a medium
their

ized pigeon.

The eye

of the trumpeter is while.
The standard colors
mottles which are far in the majority .ind come first, ami
liliicks ami whites, with a few reds ;ind vcllows.
are,

a

d
g
H

I'lOEONS

AND ALL

Allol'l

THEM.

SWALLOWS.
Swallow
THEings
being

essentially a "toy'' bird, its pretty marktlieiesultof crosses for color in the past,
arcl the credit for its production is given to (Uermany,
where it holds a high place among the '"(iernian Toys."

No

bird has

itj

more beautiful

or

more pronounced markings

the contrast being so distinct as to strike the eye at once,
even when the bird is far off and on the wing.

There seems to be no limit

to the endless varieties of mark.Some years ago the Fentliercd
World produced a cut of a Spangle Spot Swallow, one of the
most lovely things I ever saw. The wings are spangled and
the row goes clear down the flights, while the spangle on the
boots is also plainly to be seen. At another time it printed
a reproduction of a Spot or Fairy Swallow, which was almost

ing that can be produced.

as beauLifuL

Eveiy breed however lias its drawliaiks, and the only one
with the swallow is, that it is liiiid to l>reed it true to
marking.
Necessarily in a '•made" bird, foul feathers will continually
show, and this drives many a young fancier out of this variety, for no matter how jjerfect his old liivds are, he is sure
from time to time, to iind foul marked ynuiig.
The marking of the perfect Swallow is veiy simple. If he
The skull
is a black, the entire body must be snow white.
is jet black and this color line must be sharply drawn at tlie
base of the crest, which is a complete cup ci est and snow
white. Then beginning sharply at the shoulder the entire
wing must be jet black and then we go past the bocks (which
are long or " vult'ure" hocks) and the black i)egins again
sharply at the knee, and extends to every feather in the
boots.

i-iS

l'l(,K(i.\S

AND

Al,].

Allor'J

TIIKM.

the hocks tluit trouble geiieially begins, for the
solid and coirect, the wings the same, and yet
we find little discolovations creeping into the hock feathers.
Again, while the swallows of long ago were all solid marked, save the lihies, which had lilack wing bars, modern
fanciers are now producing beautiful whUc barred birds in
It is in

head maj' be

all colors.

The perfect bird has tlie marking ot the back so complete
when the wings are folded, there is perfect white flat-

that

iron, in .shape,

,i

on the back.

They should be as snuill as possible, as it is generally admitted that the smaller a toy bird can be bred the better.
They should be broad in chest, short neck, nice flat, broad
back, and a regular wtdge-shaped taper clear to the end of
the tail. They stand lo\y, seemingly in a ciouching position,
but the head is a dove shape (/. r. round, not flat.)
The marking of the head should run diiectly in a line with
the beak opening, but the mark line slmuld not affect the
eye, but be just over it.
The upper mandible of (he beak
thus be colored and the lower one white. The crest is
a regular cup shajie and should extend from eye to eye, pure
white, without a discoloration, and if there can be a little
"rose" at each end of the crest, so much the better.
will

SWALLOWS,

a-roui Fultun's Book.)

Feathered
KAV,;LESS swallow.-.

World.)
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SWALLOW STANDARD.
Shape — Chubby and

croucliiug.

Head — Dove-shaped, showing

an indentation over the
wattle; rather low, but slightly convex on the crown.
Beak Slender, rather long and straight, the upjier man-

—

dible dark, the

under one light in color.
small and smooth, showing

Wattle — Very

a

wliitish

bloom.

Eye Ceke — Vei'y fine in texture and dark
Eyes — Black or " bull-eyed. "

—

in color.

Neck Short and rather thick or cobby in appearance, but
having no sign ot gullet.
Sil'ouLDEiiS — Broad and rather full-set, the back being also
wide and Hat.
Legs Short and rather witle apart.
Markings— Whole body white, with the exception of the
cap, wings and the leg and foot feathering below the hooks.
Cap Extending from tiie wattle to the back of skull at a
clean-cut line, dividing the dark skull plumage from the
white of the lower part of head, such line of demarcation to
bo drawn from the juncture of the mandibles straight under
the eyes o to the back oi the upper part ot the head, just
fringing but not intruding into the white lining of the crest.
C'KESi. -To extend from back of eye to eye, rising about
one-quarter of an inch ovei the cap, showing cup-like cavity,
the crest sliould be
Lit not resting on or touching the head
ivholly white including the inner lining.
Wings -All small and large feathers dark below the scapula plumage; this should form a kind of heart-shaped white
saddle lying at the top of the shoulder end of the back.
Flight feathers long and wide in web.
TArr.— Wholly white; the larger tail feathers should be

—

—

.

I

rather long and wide in web.

;
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AM> Foot

tliL'

feet; the

in<,r

towards

the feet or

featheviiif;-

llio vent.

<ni

and slipiiei pointeil on
long and evenly j)rojectX'l liaveness should ))e visilile between
Lonj;-

FK-VTiiii;i:r>.-<i-

back

Ijeiu.i;-

the legs.

Cakiu.vok- Squatty, that

low on legs and short

is,

aaid

rather projeeting iu the fj'ont of the body.
Pluviagf. Abundant and but modestly close in fitting
the flights being carried ratlicr loosely and tlic tail somewhat

—

wide-spreading.

Condition

— Very

lustmus

l>lumage, and free from

tlic dark
shading of the
on the foot and hock feather-

in

all soil

Sl'ANC.LKD

SWALLOW.

FAIRY SWALLOW.

(

Feathered World.)

PIGEONS AXD ALL ABol'T THEM.

:i4.j

OTHER VARIETIES.
of Enghmd, after speoiflc praypersons, use a general prayer for "all
sorts and conditions of men" and so 1. after treating of
the popular lireeds, will speak in a general way of " all sorts
and conditions" of pigeons.

the Church
THE Rectorsvarious
of

ers for

of these of which I now write are alnmst nnknowu
country and are rarely seen at sliows on the other
side, yet they are pigeons and therefore worthy of brief
notice in this book, which is claimed to cover all known

Many

in this

breeds.

THE

PIUEST.

This is a ijIumi]), compact pigeon that comes in four standard colors, Black, Blue, Red and Yellow. It has a shell crest
and a tuft or rose over the nostrils. Its shape is much like
that of the Swallow and it has the same heavily booted legs,
though some are only grouse-legged. There are many Priests
that do not have the rose, but these are of little value. The
top mandible is white and the lower l)la,ck. The eye should
be dark or "bull." All blues should l>o barred willi white
and a white band on the tail primaries is correct.

THE BRUNSWICK.
This bird is almost identical
only difference being that the
crest and the rose are white.
also white. Tlie sanui general
apply to the Brunswick.
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with
entire
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about, the
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ten primary flights are

rules tliat govern
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THE HYACINTH.
These are German birds,

large, bold

and strong looking.

The bird is a dark, rich blue as to body, with breast, thighs.
rump and tail a little lighter in shade. Orange eye, black
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beak, legs clean from feather.
The Aviugs au<l sides are uf a
This marktri-color with a triangular dart on oaeh feather.
ing also extends across the saddle.

THK SUABIAN.
This bird from lieiug so hard to breed true to marking, is
quite rare. They may have shells or peak crests, or be plain
heads. They may also be clean legged or muffed.

They run black in color, with alight cre;;cent on breast and
running up to a ]ioint at Iiack of skull. Tlie Avings are
spangled, and the tail Idack with a. white band in the best
specimens. "While the dark liird is the be;-t, it is permissable
for them to run to light colors, but the marking in the latter case is of course not so attractive.

CE PIGEONS.
These pretty birds come in four cnlors. They are short,
"squatty" birds, rather wild and sliy. Tliey run clean or
mutled legged. The eyes are dark, aud beaks bbiLk. Their
great point is a sort of powdery blue or lavender tint all over,
except in flights. All hiive light wing bars cxieept the lavender colored. Some are spangled or laced, and they can be
marked in so many different w-ays that it is hard to say
which is the proper idea. The lavendei bird has no bars except the pale birds, which have bars tip])ed with a black
edging. The sptmgled liirds are particularly beautiful, but

hard
all

and this

to lireed correctly,

the \arietics of this

a facr

is

common

to nearly

ftiiuily of birds.

THE

CAIT'C'UIX.

that is rarely seen and
the Ca])uchin. It is of
tlie Oriental variety and is very small, erect in station,
and a nice, liright, clean-built little fellow all over.
It has a broad shell-crest, which should conu' nicely around
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from ear to ear, but it should be close flttiug nml not tlariiij;.
It sbould seem to fit close to the skull. Thu dapuchin is
round or "l)LilU't headed" witli a fulness iii front. Tive beak
The
is short and black, and the beak wattle white and fine.
eye cere is dark and like a fine line, and the puiiil vi tlie eye
is

white, or of a silver cast.
is dark, and tlie white line begins
rump, and must be clean cut, and the

The body proper
Ijase

of the

at the
tail is

white.

The Capuchin comes in whole colors, but is lired also in
Its body feathers have tlie
barred blues and barred silvers.
same sheen that is seen on tlie Archangel. It is a beautiful
little

bird,

and

is

liable to

become quite

a favorite

at

some

future time.

THE VICTOKIA.
little larger, is almost a fac-siniile of
This bird,
the Hyacinth except that it is more of a sulpliur sliade. Tlic
eye is orange, no crest or frill beak and nails bhxck.

though a

;

THE FKILLBACK.
This bird owes

its

name

to a peculiar frilled or

"frizzly"

which, especially on the sides and
breast, seem to turn the wrong way. They are not haudseme
but simply odd looking. Tliey are plain-headed or peaked,
condition of

its feathers,

and often sliell-crested or mutf-legged. Tlie frilled feathers
most easily bred on the sides, but it is hard to get them
on the saddle, head and neck. Tliis is the great desideratum
but seldom reached.
are

FIKE PIGEONS.
Though ice and fire are so little alike, these two breeds of
pigeons are much the same. The contour is alike and so are
The Fire pigeon is a rich brown on the
all general points.
back, shoulders and sides. The flights are black, and so are
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the head, neck auil breast. There i.s a white, egg-shaped
spot on the forehead, and the tail is pure white, the dividingEye
line extending sharply around the rump at tiie vent.
orange and beak black, though sometimes the upjier manThe longer the boots the better, and a good
dible is white.
vulture hock is a great addition. Tlie great tendency is to

throw young witliout the

spot,

and

witli foul tails.

THE HELMET.
These birds are much like clean-legged tumblers. They
run small in size and are pure white witli a sort of dark cap
or "helmet,'' which begins at the nose, runs through the eye
and goes around the back of the head. The tail is black or
dark, from a clean cut line at the vent the eye is pearl.
;

They

and good breeders, and are the sort of
birds that attract much attention from their peculiar marking.
arc great pets

THE

SPOT.

In all poiuts the Spot is identical with the Helmet, except
that the former has an oval spot ou the head, beginning at
the nose and e.Ktending up the forehead and ending above

the eye. This spot must be clear and distinct and have
sharply defined edges. They come in Blue, Black, Red aud
Yellow, clean legged or multed. They also come plain, or
with peak or shell crests. The tail must be colored like that
of the Helmet.

THE LETZ AXD THE SHIELD.
The Letz aud its relative the Shield are both German Toys,
relying on marking only for any claim to merit. The Shield
has a plain head, while tlie Letz has a shell crest and a rose
at the nostrils.
Both have colored shoulders and wing bars,
and both rely ou heavy boots aud hocks. The Shield is simply a plain-headed Swallow, .ind the Letz, a Swallow with a
rose.
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THE CRESCENT.
The Crescent

a creamy white bird with brown
li]<e a common turtle dove, witli the
is

wiiifj;

bars

shaped much
same higli
forehead and lonj;- beak. The neck is short and body plump,
and they are low in the leg. They derive their name from a
sort of half-moon on the breast, which is of a ricli cop])cr
lustre.
They have orange eyes and dark beaks.

THE STAKLINC.
This bird
the breast.

black, with barred wings and a lialf-nioon on
Sometimes the head is dotted witli white, and

is

this, far from being wrong, is a mark of purity.
The eye is
red and the beak and nails black. They may ))e either plain
or crested, and clean or gi'ouse legged. The great point is
distinctive marking. The black must be sound and the bars

and crescent very pure.

T^HE PORCELAIN.
These birds are a dark brown on the head, upper neck,
back and breast. The tail and flights are darker in color.
exquisite pencilling that marks the Suabiau, is the
great point with the Porcelain. The eye should be orange
(but a pearl is admissible) and the beak and nails black.
Sometimes, but rarely, they have the very desirable spot in
the flights. A sort of chocolate color is what is wanted.

The same

THE BURMESE.
an odd jjigeon that can hardly be called beautiful.
It is a large bird, with a head like a Runt, a very
crooked neck, full breast, short back, and an upright tail,
which looks as if cut off with a pair of shears. The flights
arc short and tilt up and meet just behind the tail. The
le"s are stilty, and their walk, when mating, is a sort of tiptoe.
They come in all sorts of colors, selfs, mottled and pied.
About the only use I cap see for the Burmese, is to put it

The above

is
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with other pigeons so that tlie beauty of the hitter maybe
enhanced. The Burmese is said to be identical with the Legliorn Runt, a cut of wliicli is one of the oldest known of any
ill

pigeon.

THE LAHORE.
This bird is much like tlie Kunt. It is a large, quiet bird,
jjlump and heavy. Most are black or dark colored. The
beak is heavy and the head coarse, the neck short and shoul"
ders very wide and strong. The liack is broad and short, and
the whole Ijird is shaped like a wedge. The upper beak
inaudible is dark, and the lower, white or flesh, the white
color begins at the lower jaw, and seems to extend down the
breast around the belly, vent and tail, and up the back. This
leaves the entire wing, even to the back coverts, black or

mxke a very peculiar dividing line. They are good
breeders, Init for scjuie reason seem to liave few admirers.
dark, and

THE SWIFT.
The Swift

of the .Swallow tribe, liut is

an Indian bird. It
has been such a favorite in Egypt, that it is often called the
Egyptian Swift, liut this is a mistake. It is a large bird in
appearance, but tliis is caused by loose feathering, for it is
small in liody. It is long and low-set, with small head and
strong, short beak. The flights and tail are very long, and
the wings cross over the tail. Their name is a mistake, for,
even with their long wings, they are very slow and poor fly
ers.
The webbing of their feathers is so loose that they get
along with clifliculty. They come in all C(dors and with all
sorts of markings.
is

THE DAilASCENE.
This

another bird from the far east, it having been a
great favoi4te a century ago. It is like the Owl in shape,
with the same head and beak. It is larger than the Owl and
is

SPANGLED MONK.

(

Fanciers Gazette.'

PKiEOXS AXD ALL ABOUT THEM.
It has a large blue eye cere .surl.)old looking little fellow.
rouuding a damson colored eye. The old style of birds were
plaiu-legged, but they are now, by some change, almost all
grouse-legged. Their color is a sort of silver, with very distinct wing bars of black. The tail also has a dark band, and
the flights and tail run to a dark color. There are few of
11.

these birds iu

tliis

country.

Blue Checker Homer Hen, No Record but Bred from SOO Mile Parents.
A Qrand Stock Men and Winner at many Shows.
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SUMMARY OF TERMS.
The followiug

is

a uonuise explanation of some of the terms
They are used by fanciers the world

used iu this worli.
over.

Dew-Lai'

— The thin,
—

loose skin, finely feathered,

and ex-

tending from lower mandible down the throat.
Dow.\-Fa<ed An even and unbroken curve of tlie head,
from tlie point of the beak to tlie top of the skull.
Eve-Wattle A fleshy protuberance growing around the
eye in a circular form.
FoUL-TuTGiiEij Mixed colored feathers on the thighs.
Gay-Makkeli A surplus of white on the colored portion
of the body.
EIalf-Moox The crescent-shapetl, wliite marking on the

—
—
—

—

croj).

Hock — The
Hood — The

knee-joint.

feathers rising up and extcn<ling arouml the
back and the side of the head, and falling forward over the
top of the skull and into the sweeji of the "Chain."
Jew-Wattle A fleshy protuberance growing out from
the root of the "Lower Mandible."

—

Jowl — The beak.
Keel —The breast-bone.
LowEB Mandible— The lower

Mane — The

half of the beak.

upward and backward, meeting the "Hood," and extending down the back of the neck.
Pto.iK-CKEST — The feathers rising to a point at the back of
the skull, and falling into the sweep of the "Mane."
Pj:i5IAKIEs ok Fi.KiHTS — The long quills or first ten featlifeathei

s

rising

trs of the wing.

Eing-Neck— The white running up on each

side

of

the

neck, and meeting at the back of the head.
Roach-Back— The back TaiSstt or arched.

—

Hose-Pimion ok Makkino A circular patch of white featheach feather separate and distinct from the other on the
colored ground of the shoulder of wings only.
ers,
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— Tlie featliers
over,

fallini^-

S))riiigiiig from a coinmou centre and
showing the white under thiff, as in tlie "Jaco-

bin."

—

Rose A tuft of featliers sj-irinying outfroni the base of tlie
beak in an even and circular form, covering the whole front
of the head, as in the "Trumpeter."
Saddlk The feathers on the hack and upper part of the
wings, coming down and rounding off and meeting the wing-

—

coverts.

—

Skcondahiks The inner flights or shorter (juills that fold
up and rest on the outer flights or primaries.
Slii'PEKKD The entire feet and toes evenly covered with

—

feathers.

—

Snip A small tick of white on the front
the base of the beak.

Spouts

— A warty protuberance

of.

the head at

growing on the "Eye-wat-

tle."

Stocking-Booted — The

entire limb covered with soft, fine

feathers, fitting close to the limb.

Stop

— The

sudden

rise of the

forehead from the root of

the beak.

SwALLOW-TiTKOAT — The white extending up under lower
jaw, showing no "Bib."

Uppek Mandible —The upper half of the beak.
VuLTUKE-HoCK — Long, stift' feathers growing out and

fall-

ing backward from the hock-joint.
WniSKElls The feathers curling up on each side of the
neck, as in the Chinese Owl.
WiN(;-Bow The shoulder part of the wing.
WlN()-BuTT As applied to pigeons, the front of the

—

—
—

shoulder.

—

WiNO-CovEKTs The short and broad feathers that cover
the roots of the inner flights or secondary-cpiills.
Bkak-W.\ttle A fleshy protuberance growing out from

—
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the root of

tlie

"

Upper Mandible. "

Beabd — A

crescent-shaped, white marking around the
throat, close under lower jaw.
Bib A colored patch coming down from the throat, and
"
forming the upper edge of the '' Half-moon.
BiSHOPED oj; Lawn-Sleeved A patch of white feathers
on the colored ground of the shoulder, extending to tne edge
of ' Wing-butt. "

—

—

—

Box-Beak The beak long, straight,
and blunt at the point.

of equal thickness,

—

Chain The feathers curling forward on each side of the
neck, meeting close under the throat, and continuing down
the breast as far as possible.
Carriage —The
which

deports

''style"

when

of the bird,

or the

manner

in

walking or standing position.
Clear-Cut The colored portion of the body separated
from the white by a sharji and even line.
Close-Makked A lack of sufficient white on the colored
it

itself

in a

—

—

portion of the body.

Condition

— The state of health and perfection of plumage.

Crown or Shell-Crest — The

feathers vising up sharp and

even, falling slightly forward,

and extending around the

back of the head from ear to

ear.
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